Visual Studies II – Online 
Monday 8th February 2021

Abstracting the surface: real or faux

You will need…
Printed foliage images or 
real/ fake foliage or 
cut foliage shapes

Scalpel 
Paint or posca pens (or similar)
Paper 
And a cutting surface, (cutting mat, piece of wood, thick card etc) 

And maybe your makes from Claire’s session with you on Friday 5th 

The session is designed to push your ideas and developments and give you other potential avenues to work from.  There are 3 potential methods for you to explore (which could lead you to other outcomes that you can tag on to the session). 

Method 1
Working onto a printed image, find ways to block areas, add pattern and alter the image surface.  You may use some of the images in the digital resources folder for this or find your own from other resources.  How you decide to proceed is open to your own interpretation.  Good flat colour from gouache, household emulsion, posca, tapes etc will help.  You are painting over the original, changing it, adding to it, but not making it look real.

Method 2
Working on real or faux foliage, you can do the same as above.  Before you go in with colour consider whiting out first, this will make the colour more vibrant and the coverage easier.  I found household emulsion worked well for this, it has enough flexibility in it not to crack.  Use your abstract pattern making skills to disrupt the surface and go for it with colouring methods as above.

Method 3
If you don’t have access to the above, then cut your foliage shapes out of paper. Consider white, coloured or pre-printed papers, question what they will bring.  Do remember to look at the supplied images or work from your own, remembering that foliage comes in different shapes and sizes…think in abundance.  You can then follow the same colouration and abstraction methods as above.

You may wish to use or combine all three of the above methods…think maximalist, more is best, abundance, groupings, trio’s, play with scale.  Add in other elements, geometry, shapes and patterns. 

Extension tasks
…think about it as an arrangement, perhaps things that you can add to your 3D makes, museum in a box.
…consider drawing the makes/ compositions to fuel your visual studies.
…Photograph your arrangements, consider the background (coloured, drawn, or one of your existing studies)? Consider the position, from the top, side, underneath or as a flat lay? 
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