20mph speed limit affecting tourism in Wales. 

Link to my video - 
https://youtu.be/B9NtHMuKNwE 

Since being introduced in September 2023, the new government policy has caused a great deal of commotion for the people of Wales and outbound visitors.

The new 20mph speed limit has left tourists claiming they ‘would never return to Wales again’ (Hayward, W., 2023).

In a recent interview with Cornwall Live, a retired builder visited Wales for the sixth time but has explained how that would be his last visit. The frequent visitor was left angry at this new government policy, exclaiming that ‘stressful is an understatement’ (Cornwall Live reader, 2023). He proceeds to explain how he may have been a danger to pedestrians and other drivers due to having to constantly check what the speed limit was. He finalises with the statement of saying that the new measure is ‘already scaring off tourists’ (Cornwall Live, 2023).

First Minister, Mark Drakeford, introduced this policy costing nearly £33 million to put in place and is estimated to have cost the Welsh economy £4.5 billion (Gov.Wales, 2024). The extremely high cost for this scheme has caused major controversy. Some saying it was a waste of money that should be put back into our underfunded National Health Service, whereas others are saying that the cost will actually be outweighed by the ‘casualty prevention savings’ of around £92 million every year  and the amount of lives it will save (Gov. Wales, 2024).

But is it actually saving lives?

Research shows that only 10% of pedestrians who are knocked down by a car going at 30mph will survive, whereas nearly 90% will survive if the car is going at 20mph (Delepierre, C., 2008). 

A study conducted in Edinburgh from 2018 to 2022, found that in the areas where they lowered the speed limit to 20mph displayed that the overall reduction in collision rates was 40%, with casualty rates being reduced by 39% (Jepson, R., et al 2022). This portrays that although there is controversy to the reduced speed limit, there is much evidence to prove it does in fact save lives.

However, not only are tourists now afraid to visit Wales due to being constantly unaware of what the speed limit is, but those who are caught speeding in a 20mph zone, as of the 8th of January 2024 (Bryan N., and Grice N., 2024), will be fined a minimum of £100 and 3 penalty points to their driving licence (Kang & Co. Solicitors, 2023).

The South Wales Police assistant chief constable Mark Travis explains how they ‘won’t be taking enforcement action against those people who are actually engaging with us’ (Bryan N., and Grice N., 2024). So, one could say pretending not to know about the new policy could get you out of a £100 fine.
A Welsh Senedd petition for the speed limit to be revoked, continues to collect signatures until the 13th of March 2024, with having currently almost 470,000 signatures already. This petition was created just 11 days after the new policy was introduced and the people of Wales were not happy with this decision. Explaining how the Welsh Government has ‘NOT LISTENED TO US’ and that the Welsh Government was put there ‘BY THE PEOPLE OF WALES… We demand that this foolish idea be stopped’ (Baker M., 2023).

What do the people of Wales think about this new policy?

However, the Welsh conservatives have now found their way into the people of Wales but accusing the Welsh Government has having an ‘extreme ideology’ (Davies A.R.T., 2023). The leader of the Welsh Conservatives, Andrew R.T. Davies attacks the new policy but portraying how it’s a blanket restriction and how Mark Drakeford won’t listen to the country, with the Senedd petition as its evidence. 

The Welsh Conservatives claim they offer a ‘common sense’ approach with their idea of  only introducing the cut from 30mph to 20mph outside schools and hospitals but is in opposition to it becoming default on all restricted roads (Phelps S., and McCarthy J., 2023).
Not only have the Welsh Conservatives placed themselves as the party on the side of the drivers but Rishi Sunak, current Prime Minister, has now clarified how he is on the side of the people by explaining he has settled on saying ‘what he thinks drivers want to hear’ which from clear evidence shows, sticking with the 30mph speed limit on all restricted roads (Davies C., 2023).

Shadow tourism minister, Tom Giffard, implies how the Welsh Government are making a ‘colossal mistake’ and how the new 20mph speed limits are ‘putting tourists off visiting Wales’ (Evans T., 2023). But despite all the backlash, the Welsh Labour party still insist this change will build safer communities, save lives, and reduce noise pollution due to people travelling slower. They go on to reiterate how most are ‘getting used to the change’ (Evans T., 2023).

According to Mulrow, J. et al (2020) slower speed limits not only can help with  congestion relief on all busy, restricted roads but can also reduce the greenhouse gas emissions by a fair amount. Not only are people driving more slowly, which can help limit traffic and decrease noise and air pollution, but people are now more inclined to use public transport, cycle or even walk due to not wanting to drive through the slower areas (Cummingham S. et al 2023).

This new policy was replicated from a similar approach in Spain. In 2019, they reduced the speed limit to 30km/h which is converted to 20mph on the majority of roads in the country. This resulted in Spain reporting 20% fewer urban road deaths as well as a 34% reduction in fatalities for cyclists and 24% for pedestrians (GOV.WALES, 2023).

They have found that the noise pollution has also decreased from lowering the speed limits. From research, ten cars travelling at 20mph can make as much noise as five cars going 30mph on restricted roads. The traffic in urban areas is able to flow much smoother and lowering of the speed limits will result in less indirect deaths every year as a result of lower carbon emissions (Transport & Environment, 2021).

However, not only is this new policy turning tourists away but delivery drivers are not going to want to come in to Wales as it could be adding a third onto their journeys. In an interview with ITV News, a man with a van service driver explained how the longer journey times could result in him charging more for his services (ITVX, 2023). Welsh business owners face worrying times as the fines to those caught speeding in a 20mph zone, could deter tourists therefore impacting their trade (Moody J., 2023). In a recent interview with Daily Mail catering boss, Jamie O’Leary, explained how ‘tourists won’t come to Wales if they fear a £100 fine and three points on their licence’ (Moody J., 2023). 

Welsh Conservatives have spoken to say how the policy would be costing the Welsh economy almost £9 billion as journey times are said to increase. They have accused the Labour part of ‘punishing motorists’ (Moody J., 2023).

The people of Wales took to a survey conducted just one month after the policy was in place and results showed that they feel the new addition of 20mph zones would be safer for children and pedestrians, more pleasant to walk along and safer for cyclists. But despite this, they also implied how they feel the 20mph zones are more polluted, nosier, less pleasant to drive along and less traffic efficient (Redfield & Wilton Strategies, 2023).

So, will this new policy be permanent in Wales or will the Senedd petition rule it out? 

This has been Tourism News Wales.

I’m Elise Williams.

Thanks for watching bye for now.
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