Introduction
Protecting and preserving the world and the natural environment has been a focal point for individuals, businesses, corporations and governments for decades. From mitigating climate change to reducing plastic pollution in the oceans, environmental sustainability has become an increasingly high priority across the planet. With the advent of electric vehicles, solar panels in residential areas and an increased emphasis on recycling, there are many factors in place to ensure environmental protection and preservation.  
Recycling of waste is possibly one of the most easily implemented ways to have a positive impact on the environment. Whether recycling household waste or large corporations are adhering to governmental legislation relating to recycling waste, it all contributes to environmental sustainability. In terms of the NHS in Wales, Swansea Bay University Health Board has developed “a tailored organisational waste management plan” (NHS Wales, 2026) in an effort to combat climate change and promote sustainability. This plan outlines a variety of aims and objectives which can positively impact the environment.
With the implementation of greater and greater numbers of electronic medical equipment and the increased reliance on technology in healthcare, the need to eventually dispose of these devices in an environmentally friendly manner is essential. These increased numbers of electronic devices contribute to the fact that waste electrical and electronic equipment (WEEE) is the most rapidly expanding category of waste, worldwide (Shittu, Williams and Shaw, 2021).
As this equipment and these technologies are being adopted and subsequently disposed of by healthcare establishments, the knowledge of the impacts, both positive and negative, of recycling WEEE are worthy of consideration.

Method
This research study aims to explore the findings of studies from a variety of credible and relevant sources. The relevant literature was identified by visiting trusted sources containing peer-reviewed literature. The trusted sources visited for gathering research materials was PubMed and the Morriston Hospital library. A search on PubMed was carried out to identify peer-reviewed articles which are relevant to the research question: "How does recycling electronic and medical equipment contribute to environmental sustainability in healthcare?". The Morriston Hospital library was selected as a trusted source due to the availability of a multitude of clinical and healthcare related literature. After further investigation, the Morriston Hospital library contained no relevant resources in relation to the research question.
The research question was finalised by employing the FINER method then broken down into its key concepts using the PICO framework. The key concepts identified were healthcare, recycling, not recycling and environmental sustainability. Each concept was considered and then keywords and synonyms were combined using the Boolean operators; AND and OR. The Boolean operator; NOT, was not used due to the increased risk of this search term resulting in the omission of relevant literature. Truncation of the word recycle was used in an effort to ensure that all available spellings and tenses of the word would be included in the search results.
The following is the initial search string which was entered into PubMed: 
(Healthcare) AND ("waste electrical electronic equipment" OR WEEE OR recycl*) AND (sustainability OR "circular economy")
This initial search delivered 412 results. Upon review of these results, they were deemed to be too broad. Also, many articles were ruled out due to the age of the article so their currency and relevance could not be relied upon.
After applying the exclusion criteria of "Published within the last 1 year" and refining the results by the article type of "Review", this search delivered 32 results. After a review of all 32 articles, two were identified as being relevant to the research question. The articles were appraised for relevance using the CRAAP test.
An additional search was carried out on PubMed using the research term "WEEE". This was carried out in an effort to discover research papers relating specifically to WEEE as this was something which was lacking somewhat in the previous papers found. 
Table 1 outlines a simplified version of the literature search carried out (search 1).
Table 1.
	Database
	Search String
	Results
	Filter 1
	Filter 2
	Results

	PubMed
	(Healthcare) AND ("waste electrical electronic equipment" OR WEEE OR recycl*) AND (sustainability OR "circular economy")

	412
	Published in the last 1 year
	Article type – Review
	32






Table 2 outlines the additional search carried out (search 2).
Table 2.
	Database
	Search term
	Results
	Filter Applied
	Results

	PubMed
	WEEE
	622
	Published in the last 1 year
	30



This second search revealed 30 articles of interest, one of which was chosen for further investigation.
Thorough analysis was carried out on the three articles chosen as they held the most significance and relevance to the research question.


Hi Simona,
I have found 3 articles to reference as I felt the initial 2 found were lacking the WEEE element. I feel that between the 3 articles, all aspects of the research question are covered (WEEE, Healthcare, Medical Technology). 
Please see DOIs below for 3 potential articles for analysis and referencing.
https://doi.org/10.2147/JHL.S647716
https://doi.org/10.1093/eurpub/ckaf251
https://doi.org/10.1177/0734242X231202199
Is it ok to answer the research question over multiple articles or should each article be able to stand alone in terms of answering the research question? Is referencing 3 articles acceptable as long as I stay inside the word count? I know the brief only states 2 but I feel I can't meet all aspects of the research question otherwise.
Also, with regards to referencing, I assume I would treat an organisation as the author of an article so they would be arranged in alphabetical order along with authors by name as I have done below, is this correct?
Thanks very much,
Dan.
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