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The prevalence of domestic abuse within a diverse society; the pressures of policing within a socially developing world.


Introduction
Domestic abuse is an escalating concern within the policing profession, to which a major target is to minimise and control its prevalence within the UK. Data collected from the Crime Survey reported that there are approximately two million adults who have been affected by domestic abuse, with women statistically proven to be more widely affected (Vigurs, Wire, Myhill and Gough, 2016).
The UK is planning to set new legislation that targets the widespread issue, which is affecting a larger volume of people geographically, and in many different forms due to the continuous advances in social development.
Research produced by the United Nations corresponds with the UK suggesting domestic abuse is more likely to occur with the woman being the victim. It also suggested that a woman has accepted such abuse due to the husband’s authority, with the fear of losing income, stability, and identity (Johnson, 1997). This has since advanced within the UK, as law has been published which highlights the nine protected characteristics which have been brought into official legislation (The Equality Act 2010). The law has aided the society in safeguarding the more vulnerable people, giving them equal opportunities within society. Such efforts to promote equality will also have a direct impact on the prevalence of domestic abuse.
The aim of this work is to analyse the evidence in relation to rate at which domestic abuse is occurring, to critically evaluate the findings through the use of up-to-date information, and the impact current policing could have on victims due to the challenges faced within a continuously advancing society.

Literature Review
Studies have confirmed from the year ending March 2020 that there was a significant difference between the reports of domestic abuse from women compared to men. Of the 2.3 million reports collected, 1.6 million of those were made by women and 757,000 were made by men.
Statistical data was analysed throughout England and Wales from official police data, which concluded 74% of victims reporting crimes relating to domestic abuse were also women. (Domestic abuse victim characteristics, England and Wales - Office for National Statistics, 2020). The Office of National Statistics also provided evidence that women are currently more at risk of becoming victims of domestic abuse. (Domestic abuse victim characteristics, England and Wales - Office for National Statistics, 2020).
A variety of research findings were obtained, which highlighted certain factors which increased the probability of such crime being present.  Additional studies have concluded that women living within a low-income household are 3.5 times more likely to experience domestic abuse than those with a higher income (Reis, 2019).
A study was conducted by Oxford University and the University of Bristol which examined the level of domestic abuse in children who were living within a deprived area of Bristol. The study specifically focused on children from birth until the ages of 18. This research discovered that women between the ages of 18 and 21 living within a deprived area over a long period of time were 36% more likely to experience domestic abuse than those who did not. The violence suffered within these relationships occurred more frequently compared to the women who did not live within this region (Women raised in deprived neighbourhoods face an increased risk of intimate partner violence | University of Oxford, 2019).
Counter measures to prevent the rise in domestic abuse have slowly been introduced to prevent the probability of women participating in potentially dangerous relationships. One such measure included the introduction of the domestic violence disclosure scheme, commonly referred to a Claire’s law in 2014. This scheme was introduced under the common law bracket to allow women the opportunity to obtain disclosure on potential new partners, in order to protect them from any potential harm (Domestic Violence Disclosure Scheme (DVDS) Guidance, 2016, p.4, 5, 6).
The introduction of the Domestic Abuse Bill in 2020 has provided clarity and understanding to domestic abuse and its wider forms. This Bill brings protection and support to both men and women; and although women are primarily acknowledged more as victims of domestic abuse, it allows men who also fall victim to domestic abuse to be fully supported (Statutory definition of domestic abuse factsheet, 2020).
The aim of the Domestic Abuse Bill within England and Wales is to raise an awareness on domestic abuse and the impact it can have on families and children. The purpose is to assist the introduction of greater changes within the justice system, which will further improve the police services response to such crime. It has been addressed within a written report that there is a growing concern over the time scale to which police are responding to domestic abuse calls and has resulted from a lack of police officers and high demand of the service (The police response to domestic abuse, 2019).
Further to this, if such issues can be reassessed and managed, domestic abuse rates may be dramatically lowered, and the level of protection and support provided to victims of such crimes can be improved.
The British Government are continuously reviewing data collection surrounding Domestic Abuse and has 123 set commitments outlined within the Bill with several not requiring legislation (Domestic Abuse Bill 2020: overarching factsheet, 2020).
New laws have been established by the governments infrastructure in order to sustain further protection for victims and reinforce the support network in correspondence with the challenges faced as society develops. Most recent laws which have been released are outlined within the Domestic Abuse Bill include:
· Criminal offence classification surrounding non-fatal strangulation.
· Extensions to behaviours involving coercive and controlling abuse from separated parties.
· Further coverage of revenge porn to now include the element of threat.
The implementation of these amendments will provide confidence to victims suffering such abuse and enables such persons to come forward and further limit the ability for perpetrators to carry out acts of domestic violence (New laws to protect victims added to Domestic Abuse Bill, 2021).



Objectives
The objective of this dissertation is to analyse and evaluate the prevalence of domestic abuse and the risk factors most commonly presented with such crime. An analytical approach will be given in regard to how its prevalence remains a challenge within a society that promotes Equality Diversity and Human Rights.
The study intends to examine its connections with a developing society, the impact it has on the law and how this influences the police service itself. Data collection within these specific areas will be examined alongside current research findings. This will enable the data to be synthesized and a summary to be formed once each factor has been explored.
The study will be focusing on current research findings that have produced by a number of sources, allowing an understanding of the most current rates of domestic abuse and the effectiveness of such measures that have been introduced to prevent its recurrence.
The study will consist of three core elements:
1. What is the cause of domestic abuse and what is its significance?
2. Is there a difference in the prevalence of domestic abuse within a geographical area?
3. Is there a connection between the lack of police officers and the provision of the service to accommodate such a widespread issue?
These three objectives will be covering the foundations of the project and the main aim of the research study. The three elements will help to provide an in depth understanding of the problems surrounding domestic violence and the potential issues faced by police service.



Research Methods
The methodology supporting the research study will be a mixture of primary and secondary sources. The use of journals, books, government publications and review articles will be the main sources of information. However, the use of surveys carried out within the police service will be of some benefit during this study. In view of the current climate and the COVID-19 pandemic, statistics from government publications may be difficult to source; limited or somewhat unreliable due to contact services being restricted and inhibited for this reason. In order to obtain the most accurate collection of data, it will therefore be a practical approach to use along with the most current publications when exploring the set objectives.



Ethical issues
The research study is going to be based on the most current findings produced up to the year of 2020. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic lasting throughout 2020 and remains in 2021, the level of accuracy within the data may be unreliable. This has been influenced by restrictions made by law, several lock downs, which has had a dramatic effect on the level of data available. With face-to-face meetings being prohibited and a number of services being closed due to lock down restrictions, the use of present-day data is highly limited due to such limitations. This issue can cause the use of online sources such as questionnaires to be unreliable and untrusted due to the unknown source providing the information. The methodology supporting this type of research could therefore influence a true conclusion of the study. Statistical data for the year coming 2020 may also show a lower number of reported domestic related issues, resulting from victims being unable to access the full support they would usually require. Data for this reason may appear less, which should be considered during the research project.
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