
Introduction

To kick start this project, firstly we answered a few 
questionaries that helped us understand what we 

would like to do after university life. From then I will 
investigate my existing brand that I have already built 

in my own time, and see what I represent now, and 
what I want to be seen as by the end of this project.
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What I have already…
Since discovering my passion for illustration in 2018, since then I have 
been selling my artwork online, through Etsy and social media, and real 
life at craft and artisan markets. I have already developed a little bit of a 
brand. However, during this project I am going to take this time to 
possibly refine and develop my existing brand further, furthermore, 
replicating the fun style that I have already but pushing it further to 
make my brand as professional, fun and cohesive as possible. So, 
when people see ”Ellie Ball illustration”, they have a blueprint of my 
brand and what it's all about on the first glance. 
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What am I now?
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Momentary, outside of university, my art is heavily based on 
easy to sell things that I sell at my craft fairs and online. I 
usually tend to draw things that are very seasonal/trendy, 
simply just to get more sales and move stock, as currently 
during university this is my only income, apart from student 
finance. 

The drawing that I do are usually quick, fast turnover, fun 
illustrations which I can easily print on cheap to make 
products such as: tote bags, stickers, vinyl stickers, mugs 
and greetings cards. I do have other items on my stall such 
as jewellery, however apart from the packaging design there 
is no illustration element to these. 

Overall, I would say my art style is very fun and 
colourful, it has a positive outlook and my brand in 
general is very upbeat and plays around with fun puns 
and is overall very cute and decorative. 
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What do I want to be?
As I grow as an illustrator, I want to step away from the quick artwork that I produce for my markets and 
online selling and develop a more refined style that would be seen in children's picture books, fictional 
book covers, gift ware and editorial pieces. As I continue to grow and learn as an illustrator, I will be 
adding more and more pieces like that into my personal portfolio. At the same time, keeping my fun 
bright positive outlook. 



Existing websites, good and 
bad

I then decided to look at existing websites, both good and 
bad. I did this to see what I could learn from layouts, 

navigation, font, content etc. All these things contribute 
to either a good or bad website experience. And as 

freelancer I want to make my website as user-friendly 
and visually appealing as possible.
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• Easy navigation
• Some feature banners (maybe I could do 

this for big projects, in the future) 
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• Shows brands fun identity throughout the 
website

• Banners and interesting layouts, making you 
want to keep scrolling to discover more. 
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• Colours that don’t 
complement each 
other

• Too much use of 
different colour in the 
text

• The fonts are not 
cohesive throughout 
its confusing and there 
are bits of code that 
are still visible.
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• What I don’t like about this 
website is the meu is thick, 
so when you are scrolling 
down it takes up most of 
the screen obstructing 
view.

• It also gives the website an 
overall claustrophobic feel. 
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• Too many animated elements on this 
website. It's confusing and quite 
overwhelming trying to navigate with 
elements flying around and popping out of 
places

• The website is too dark, and the images just 
feel place within a word document. The 
layout needs considerable improvements. 
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• Everything on this website feels too overcrowded
• The navigation is confusing
• The information on the page doesn’t jump out to you because it's clumped in with 

everything else
• The colour scheme for this isn't pleasant or pleasing to look at
• The links are displayed in text, they would be much better as hyperlink buttons to 

take you to different websites. 
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• Important contact information is clumped into one
• There is nothing cohesive or visually pleasing about 

this website
• There's too much going on with the social media 

banner at the top, they need to think about maybe 
rearranging their links, or only putting a few on the top 
banner and placing elsewhere on a contacts page.

• They could have used graphics that look good together 
that people can easily identify, rather than the 
company's logo imagery for links



Comparing web builders
I have done some research on popular web builders that are online, 

to see which one would be most beneficial to use and make my 
website. 
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https://www.webcreate.io/website-builders-comparison-
hi/?edgetrackerid=100697251036228&gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAjw88yxBhBWEiwA7cm6pRER8yTkVaiPg3N16kUb8o
5ccaEnzpOLO4zrhGzEzFYk8DxNui9xwhoCPzsQAvD_BwE

I found a comparison website 
that put things clearly into 

perspective from ease of use to 
how much the website would be. 

For my website I think I am 
going to use a web builder that 

has a free plan, as momentarily 
I can't afford to publish a site 

on a monthly subscription. 
However, after I graduate, I will 

purchase a plan. 



18https://www.techradar.com/news/the-best-website-builder

I am now looking closer into a website that I think 
would be great to build my portfolio. The builder is 

very intuitive and offers a free package which would 
be great for the purposes of this project until I'm 
ready to submit. It also as an ecommerce option 

which is great to keep in mind for the future when I 
start selling my art online again when not in full time 

education. 
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Square space is another web builder that I've heard of on a frequent 
basis from the creators that I watch online. It's known to be used by 
creators due to their amazing template options  that are unlike any 

other popular web builder. The only downside to square space is 
that there are no free options, and the monthly subscriptions are 

quite expensive compared to other sites.
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I think I am going to see Wix to build my website. It has been rated very easy to use from multiple sources, it 
has a free option, and it has ecommerce options which is something I may want to implement in the future 
on my website as well as my Etsy shop.



Planning my website layout
Now that I've designed my branding and logo, I am now going to start 

planning my website layout.
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Final website
Here is my final website design.
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Portfolio

The first page that you 
see on my website is 

the portfolio, I was 
planning on doing a 

home page, but I 
stripped it back to not 

overcomplicate 
navigation. 

When you hover over 
the images a short 

title and description 
comes up to give 

some context about 
what is displayed on 

my page. 



27

About me

The about me page is 
split into easy-to-read 

sections accompanied 
with related 

photographs.
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About me
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For my shop page I 
created an external 
link that takes you 
straight to my Etsy 

shop. This is 
accompanied by a fun 

illustration of my 
character Mos 

carrying shopping 
bags. 
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On the get in touch page 
as well as leaving my 

emails and socials I also 
made a form that people 
can complete to contact 

me on the website. 
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https://ellieballillustrat.wixst
udio.io/my-site

^my website link



My social media plan
Here I go through my social media plans to grow my plat form to 

display my work online. 
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The plan
I already use Instagram to post my photos. I have realised that I am a 
little inconsistent when posting on social media. So, over the 
summer and beyond that I have planned so I will always have 
something to post, and people are updated. 

1. I'm going to start taking photos of everything I'm working on- the 
more content I can plan the less I have to worry

2. As I'm working on things, I will capture them in the moment and 
post them to more story so my followers can see what currently 
working on 

3. I am going to schedule my post for 3 times a week so there is lots 
of content going up to remind people that I am around and always 
working on different projects. 

4. I am going to start taking short videos of what I'm doing so I can 
turn into TikTok's and Instagram reels to try and reach more 
people

5. I already do this- I am going to make more thank you cards with a 
printed illustration on, as a keep sake, and my social media 
details on the back so whoever purchases me at my markets and 
conventions can easily find my socials and stay in the loop with 
what I'm getting up to

My existing 
thank you 
cards that I 
will redesign 
when this 
batch runs 
out. 

I can also 
download free 
apps to ensure 
my social 
media layouts 
are cohesive 
and looks good 
as it does 
represent my 
business. 



The zander letter
After everything I have learned throughout this module, I have 

written a Zander letter to tell myself from a future successful point of 
view how I got there.
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I got my success as a full-time illustrator by equally working hard at my practise and ensuring 
everything I do interests me and brings me a lot of joy! For my final year of university, I focused on 
Authorial illustration. I wrote and illustrated a narrative about blended families which I displayed at my 
end of year exhibition and used some of my favourite spreads in my portfolio. For other projects I 
created artwork that had the potential to be licensed out after my degree, such as greetings card, 
patterns etc. 

With regards to selling my artwork, after graduating from university I re-set up my Etsy shop so I 
wouldn’t be in-between places- living at my university city and back home. All the stock that I take with 
me to markets and conventions I put on the online shop so people who may not buy something at the 
real-life events can always come back and browse my items whenever they please. With regards to the 
markets and conventions I started to mainly focus on just doing 4-6 big conventions a year maximum. 
At my conventions I give away a lot of marketing things so people and follow me on social media, see 
what I’m working on, then visit the links in my bio to my online shop. Over time attending more and 
more of these events I built up a following of people and through my online shop a customer base. 
Outside of the 4-6 conventions a year I will be doing the regular Abergavenny night markets once a 
month, and selling on Saturdays specifically on bank holiday weekends as the town gets much more 
footfall then than on regular Saturdays. 
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As well as creating an income from my online shop and markets, I would like to freelance. I 
have gotten freelance work through my online shop offering portraits, such as: couple, 
friendship, family, and pet portraits. I have also built my portfolio to a standard where I have 
been signed with an agency where I can illustrate pictures for children’s books. Through the 
agency I have also been given opportunities to practise authorial illustration and have 
produced my own illustrated picture book. This I greatly enjoy as I love inventing narratives 
and accompanying them with my illustrations. 

Along with freelancing for a regular income I do part time substitute teaching work with an 
agency. After having a year or two out of university I decided to go back and do my PGCE, so I 
am qualified to work in an education setting. Working with the agency allows me the flexibility 
of working part time and pays a lot more per day than being fully employed in a school 
setting. Along with this during summer terms I do invigilating at the local schools and colleges 
in my area. 

To keep myself afloat all together I have three things going on simultaneously, which is 
Markets/online shop, freelancing and part time substituting. How I got to this is through hard 
work, keeping to a very strict schedule, as most of the time I’m working from home and just 
enjoying every process and only taking on work that I love and enjoy. 


