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Language and literacy in the digital age
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Introduction:
It is important to read stories to babies and young children throughout their day-to-day life because it is important for them to start learning new words when they are as young as possible. As well as, the child learning new words, storytelling helps with the child’s brain development. According to Reading with babies from birth (2018) suggests reading to babies and your children builds the babies early language and literacy skills which allows them to read well later in life. Also, they suggest that it will help stimulate the baby’s imagination and helps them learn about the world around them. on the other hand, the importance of story time for kids (2024) says that Storytime could lead you and your children to faraway, enchanted places. It can be an excellent opportunity to bond and have fun while benefiting your child’s learning and development.
Storytelling enhances:
· Communication and language by extending the child’s vocabulary.
· Personal, social, and emotional development by discussing the nature of relationships.
· The wider world by using their imagination and taking themselves to different places and different times.
· Growing and thriving by the support of the teacher or adult to thrive cognitively, emotional socially and intellectually.

According to O’Byrne, W.I et al (2019) educators can utilise digital storytelling to help children learn by encouraging them to organise and express their ideas and knowledge in a unique and meaningful way, while also developing voice and facility in child-computer interactions. Fredericks, L (no date) suggests Children who listen to stories learn a variety of new vocabulary. They may not know what all the words mean but hearing or reading a story allows children understand the meaning of the words through context.

Main body:
During the activity, I observed reading, oracy and storytelling throughout the activities. All these examples help with the children’s language and literacy development as well as the brain development. Throughout my story, I believe that you can gain more from having story more than a digital story because the child/ individual can see a more facial expression, get a better connection with the storyteller, and understand the story in a better way including changing the story to the ability of the child. Yabe et al (2018) say that Storytelling for children has numerous psychological and scholastic benefits, including increased imagination to assist visualise spoken words, greater vocabulary, and more polished communication skills. However, using a digital story, will only give you one way of telling the story and the child could be more interested in the pictures more than listening to the actual story. According to Bouchrika (2021) In learning, digital storytelling engages students in deep and meaningful learning, boosts motivation, and aids in the development of various literacy skills.

Reading:
Reading can help with a child’s safety and security, love and belonging, self-esteem and self-actualization which leads to Maslow’s Hierarchy of needs. However, only 1 in 3 parents read to their children every day as some parents see reading as a chore.  Parents and carers should read to their babies and children at least once a day according to Toddler Reading Time (2019). Some parents believe that they are too busy or too tired to read to their children, which then affects the child’s brain development and their development to literacy. Although, some parents feel uncomfortable to read aloud, have worries about their own literacy skills and lack confident particularly fathers (Merga, 2017). Fathers engage more with children through playful interactions and mothers include repetition and imitation. 

Oracy:
Oracy includes speaking, listening and collaborative discussion. Children with restricted oracy are more likely to have a limited vocabulary. According to Lodge (2020) communication is an essential life skill. Parents have a very important role towards children, and these include talking, singing, reading, and playing with their children. Having a high-quality interaction with their children encourage a better bonding, attachment, gesture, and reciprocity. However, having a poor-quality interaction suggests the child with age when starting school, more likely to have additional learning needs, socio-economic status. There are plenty of opportunity to promote oracy these being taking turns, questioning, and answering, greeting, and responding to the child. Oracy pedagogy can give enough opportunity for all learners to communicate creatively, meaningfully, and effectively in a range of exciting, engaging, and relevant circumstances (McCormack and Klopper, 2016)

Storytelling:
According to Shedlock (1917) Storytelling is almost the most ancient art in the world--the first deliberate form of literary communication. Through storytelling you can sing, chant, use music and poetry.  Using fairy tales such as Snow white, Cinderella and Little red riding hood. Storytelling is more unrealistic, untrue and can be frightening. There is a gender problem within storytelling and research suggests that girls find books and reading more interesting and easier than boys. According to Scholes et al (2020) girls understand fiction better than boys and boys prefer nonfiction and boys prefer short amounts of text. Girls enjoy reading for pleasure more than boys. When reading babies can tell the difference between light and dark in a black ad white book. Throughout stories, babies colour perception is limited at birth and can only see white, black, and grey when they are born. Simple lines and bold patterns are easier to see (Scottish book trust, 2020). During storytelling, the storyteller should have eye contact, think about their posture and their tone of voice and the use of facial expressions.
 
Early years language:
If a mother is to read during their pregnancy the child will become familiar with the mother’s voice and increase their attention span and concentration when they are born. The child will store the repetitive words which the mother will be speaking throughout the pregnancy. As well as all that the babies heart rate will drop when hearing all the stories. According to Morgan and Wren (2018) say that The ability of a child to produce sounds from their surrounding language's phonetic inventory and practise them in increasingly complex combinations is an arguably critical foundation for the ability to then produce those sounds as part of words and use those words in a referential manner. 

Language delay:
A language delay in children is common within 2- and 3-year-olds and it causes some concern and can lead to a long-term problem says Perez-Pereira (2021). According to Welsh Government (2020) more than 10% of children and young people have long-term speech and language communication issues that present obstacles to communication or learning, and over 50% of children in socially deprived areas may start school with a speech and language delay. 

According to Brown (2020) In the UK, 45,000 youngsters have been diagnosed with a hearing impairment. Childhood hearing impairment can affect development, speech, language, auditory processing, listening skills, behaviour, self-esteem, quality of life, and learning. Also, Brown (2020) says Early identification is critical to minimise the developmental, speech, language, social, and economic impact on a child's life.

Usually, the first-born child is advanced in vocabulary and grammatical development as well as the milestone of 50 words I reached earlier in first born child. However, in the second born are advanced in conversational skills. Bryan et al (2015) say the speech, language and communication difficulties are to contribute to problems with literacy and failure in education which puts young people at risk of offending in their later life as an adult or a young adult.

Many children in poverty are seen to have a delay in speech, language and communication and struggle with phonological awareness. Which then increases in likelihood of dropping out of school when they are older. And poor communication skills are passed down from their parents suggest The Borgen project (2015).

Mothers' education may be related to the functions of language. Schooling may provide moms with difficult language and grammar, as well as knowledge of the significance of communicating with their infants. Furthermore, moms with a high degree of education are more likely to describe objects and occurrences in their environment to expand vocabulary and encourage new-borns to vocalise through queries and elicitations. In contrast, moms with comparatively fewer years of schooling may use language primarily to socialise behaviour, which could result in the significant use of regulatory language (Kuchirko, 2019). Sadruddin et al (2019) say evidence indicates that living with grandparents improves cognitive development, communication skills, language development, and educational success.


Conclusion:
Throughout the video, I would’ve chosen the same story to complete so there was an easier comparison. Going through the research, which was provided, it suggests that whether the parent or carer reads a story or shows the child digitally, the child is benefitting either way. The child’s brain will developed better if the parent or carer introduces stories or storytelling to the child. 

As well as it is developing the child’s brain development it encourages the child’s imagination and helps with the child’s language when they can communicate. Reading and storytelling helps the child with the attachment with the parent and carer.  

According to Gregory (2016) Psychologists and linguists have played important roles in defining "literacy learning". Although they disagree on whether children should begin with phonics and then progress to meaning or vice versa, both limit the job to the individual's cognitive and linguistic capacities.

As explained by all4kids (2023) Reading aloud to youngsters before bed, whether it's a classic novel or fairy tales, can have a huge impact on their lives. Some benefits of reading to youngsters include:
· Supporting cognitive development 
· Improve language skills 
· Preparation for academic success
· Develop a bond 
· Improve imagination and creativity
· Long life reading

Studies suggest the every 30 minutes in a handheld screen such as an iPad or a mobile phone screen time, researchers found 49 percent increased risk of expressive speech delay, and this is the first study to report association with handheld screen time and the increase risk of expressive language delay (Birken, 2017).
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