Analyzing the first document which encompasses the background to an armed act of rebellion to establish an Independent Irish Republic. Patrick Pearse’s speech on the steps of the occupied Post Office building is known officially as ‘The Proclamation of the Irish Republic’ (POBACHT NA H EIREANN)- printed in Liberty Hall on Sunday, the day before the Easter Rising, Liam O Briain, Christo;her Brady and Michael Molloy printed approximately 2,500 copies on th ‘ Workers’ Republic printing press. Noted by Connor Kostic and Lorcan Collins p14 Preface.A guide to Dublin.
In the opening paragraphs, he hankers after and mentions the old historical failed uprisings. However, through the preparation and planning that preceded this momentous occasion, he is confident of success and victory. He mentions the main forces that Ireland has at her disposal.
	Irish Republican Brotherhood, and through her open military organisations, 	the Irish Volunteers and the Irish Citizen Army having patiently perfected her 	discipline, having resolutely waited for the right moment to reveal itself, she 	now seizes that moment and supported by her exiled children in America and 	by gallant allies in Europe, but relying in the first on her own strength, she 	strikes in full confidence of victory. (Proclamation)
Pearse is correct in his declaration that these factions and supporters were the driving force behind the armed rebellion that was to follow, but ignores many facts that must have been apparent at this point The personalities that were instrumental in delivering what Pearse claimed was going to happen and had been carefully orchestrated, was a fabrication. He was aware of the insurmountable challenge that the British Government allied with the formation of an Ulster Volunteer Force sworn to oppose any such outcome that would make Unifying Ireland in the romantic ideology that he imagined would be impossible. He was deluded into thinking that this would happen once his Republic had been formed and would easily spread throughout mainland Ireland.
Donoghue points out on p42 of his Journal Article

	As early as February 1912, Lloyd George, Winston Churchill, and Andrew Bonar 	Law were conspiring to exclude Ulster—whatever that word denoted, nine counties or less—from any Home Rule Bill. On 9 April 1912, Bonar Law pledged 		British Unionist support for any resistance the Protestant Unionists in the 	North would bring forward against Home Rule. He also made a fiery speech to the same end at Blenheim Castle on 29 July 1912. On 28 September 1912, nearly 	a quarter of a million northern Unionists signed a Covenant to resist Home Rule 	by any available means 
Many historians have suggested that Pearce was determined to launch his Republican rising at any cost and he believed it was his destiny. His early association with the Gaelic League and his foray into establishing a school for boys to be immersed in the Irish Language and forge strong nationalist sentiment which in today’s language would be radicalism. The ultimate tragedy was that some of these impressionable youths joined him at the Poat Office in 1916 and perished with many others.
From the BBC Archives, we have this quote
In 1908 he established an independent Irish-speaking school for boys in Dublin, St. Enda’s; its pupils were to "work hard … for their fatherland, and if it should ever be necessary … die for it".
Further in the BBC Archive, we have this observation
Though his role in planning the Rising had been secondary, he became through his writings and the offices he held in Easter week, its incarnation, icon, and public image. His executioners enabled him to fulfil his wish for martyrdom. He wrote to his mother ‘This is the death I should have asked for if God had given me the choice of all deaths’. Pearse faced the firing squad at between 3:30-4:00 am, 3 May, and was buried at Arbour Hill Barracks alongside Thomas Clarke and Thomas MacDonagh who had also been executed that day.


However, early on he is fully aware that there has been a split within the Irish Volunteers and its leader Eoin MacNeill had urged patience and had put a notice that appeared in a Sunday newspaper urging delay and to choose a more opportune moment, mainly because the British navy had intercepted the supply of rifles and ammunition from Germany. The lack of weaponry would seriously hamper the ambition to spread the revolution throughout its supporters in areas outside Dublin. This additional weaponry was designed to complete the rebellion and would dilute the attempt by the British forces to quell the rebellion and strengthen their position to resist and obtain an acknowledgment that their cause was just and could lead to an Independent Irish Republic unifying both north and south and including Ulster.


	On Easter Saturday, MacNeill quarreled with Pearse about being
	deceived and told him he would rescind the order to rise.
	Pearse answered that it was too late, MacNeill’s order would not
	be obeyed. MacNeill then arranged to put a notice in the Sunday
	Independent ordering all Volunteers to stand down; no manoeuvres
	should take place on that day.( Donoghue, Denis. “EASTER 1916 p 45 pub 2018)
The handwritten note said ‘Volunteers completely deceived. All orders for tomorrow Sunday are completely cancelled’
Donoghue goes on to analyze further the differences in terms of where Pearce and MacNeil stood regarding Irish History, although both  believed passionately in the promotion and use of the Irish Language to elicit National Pride and secure its future

There must be a reasonably estimated prospect of success—a condition that did not obtain, he believed, in February 1916. If the Irish Volunteers were to resort to arms against the British Government, the Government would take steps to see that the U.V.F. would rise against the Volunteers, Irishmen killing Irishmen.
A further psychological blow to Pearce was MacNeil’s insistence on the irrelevance of history when intertwining facts with myths and legends of heroic figures that had captured the Irish imagination but had no moral or practical use in any military strategy.
The Volunteers must not be led into military action by poetic abstractions, figurative thought, or the rhetoric of Irish patriotic literature. ‘There is no such person as Caitlín Ní Uallacháin or Roisín Dubh or the Sean-Bhean Bhocht, who is calling upon us to serve her’. 



It is interesting to note how MacNeill had managed to swell the ranks of the Irish Volunteers from its early inception – an advert that appeared as a poster had MacNei’s name as president. This was not a peaceful call to join, but in the rhetoric a call to arms – ‘’ Get a gun and do your part’’, perhaps still under the illusion that it was a defensive action in response to the Ulster Volunteer Force who were armed to the teeth by ammunition openly received from Britain.
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 The enormity of the populous response was instrumental in John Redmond skilfully hijacking88888888888 most of the Volunteers to enrol in the regular British Army and fight a common cause against Germany. However, as described in the work of  Connor Kostick and Lorgan Collins p 10 20th September 1914 saw
	John Redmond urges Irish Volunteers to enlist in the British Army. A split occurs in the movement as 170,000 leave the Volunteers and form the National Volunteers or Redmondites. Only 11,000 remain as the Irish Volunteers under Eoin MacNeil 
- During the Dublin Lockout of 1913 where members of the ITGWU were baton charged by the Dublin Metropolitan  Police resulted in two deaths and many injured, Connolly decided to form a Citizens Army to defend its members in the event of any further violence shown by the Police and  Employers.
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January 19th James Connolly became a member of the Military Council thus ensuring that the Irish Citizen’s army shall be involved in the rising - as noted (CK&LC) p 10  
The prejudice, hatred, and possible fear that protests and trade union membership generated is illustrated by the poster banning all such events and labelling them seditious and punishable in law.
Between May and September 1915 the hard core of conspirators consisting of Pearse, Plunkett, Ceanni, Diarmada, and Thomas Clarke, had been formed and this group met in secret. It excluded MacNeil because of his reluctance to act within the group that sought to launch the armed Rebellion in 1916. Their thinking was that the war in Europe would make it easier for them to attack and more difficult for the British to defend and they had no qualms about asking and obtaining help and ammunition and weapons from Germany. The oft-used phrase here was- ‘mine enemy’s enemy is my friend.
It is debatable whether a full-strength battalion of Irish Volunteers, notwithstanding those that had elected to fight for Britain against Germany on the Western Front, would have made a difference to the outcome and if MacNeil had not issued the countermand to wait for a more suitable time and if the Germans had meant to help their cause and deliver modern weaponry, other than rifles that had been captured from the Russians. Evidence indicates it was not a skirmish or a haphazard attempt to embarrass the British Government. This was a War to establish a Republic, and come what may the victory or defeat was coincidental to the aims and sentiment within the Proclamation read out by Patrick Pearse on the steps of the Dublin GPO on Easter Monday 24th April 1916.
It was noted by (CK&LC) on p 96 that Pearce had issued a second similar Proclamation on Tuesday of the Rebellion, which could be ranked as a manifesto. A  large crowd of onlookers had gathered at Nelson’s Colum to hear and see him. Some of the wording read as follows
The Provisional Government hopes that its supporters ... which means the vast bulk of the people of Dublin ... hoping also that – having seen it proclaimed... may we live to establish it firmly... and our children and our children’s children enjoy the happiness and prosperity which freedom will bring.
This is just full of wishful thinking and inaccuracies – most Dubliners knew nothing about what was occurring and could only note the deaths of innocent civilians caught in the crossfire and the brutality administered by the rebels and British Soldiers.
and the destruction of famous buildings  and streets all around the centre of Dublin
The surrender document signed by Pearse and agreed by all the leaders of the Rebellion was a bitter pill to swallow for many who had believed in the cause and had been willing to die to achieve it. But it was inevitable to prevent further loss of life and Pears initially wanted the leaders to be given amnesty and given reasonable considerations as prisoners of war. This was not to be and the meeting with  General Maxwell appointed by Westminster to carry out what he saw fit as punishment and to restore order. This was also possibly a way for the British Government to absolve itself of the blame for the summary executions of the signatories of the Proclamation and the treasonable association and attempt to ally with Germany. This realisation insulted ordinary Dubliners caught unawares and suffered doubly with many of their menfolk fighting for Britain in Europe against the enemy that the conspirators would have welcomed onto Irish soil. Also, what was to stop them enslaving Ireland in the same manner that the British Government had succeeded in doing throughout the last three hundred years as noted by Pearse in his Proclamation for establishing a legitimate Republic?
Most of the Dublin press coverage that followed the wording of the  Proclamation and the end of the Rising with surrender and utter defeat was hostile. People in the streets cheered as the rebels were captured, rounded up, and led away.
The Irish Independent published on Thursday 4th May 1916 the following comment under the heading ‘Criminal Madness’
No terms of denunciation that pen could indict would be too strong to apply to those responsible for the insane and criminal rising of last week. Around us in the centre of Ireland’s capital, is a scene of ruin which it is heartrending to behold. Some of the proudest structures in what was one of the finest streets in Europe are now reduced to shapeless heaps of smouldering ashes. It is as if foreign invaders, as ruthless as those who have devastated Belgium and Poland had wrought their evil will upon the erstwhile peaceful city of Dublin.
Unsurprisingly, this attitude prevailed at the Independent because William Martin Murphy who owned the newspaper was the employer leader in the 1913 Dublin lockout in direct conflict with James Connolly leader of the Union. He strongly advocated that he should be executed, even though the British Government had called a halt at that time for further executions with De Valera and Thomas Ashe having their sentences commuted.
General Maxwell leaned towards Murphy’s rhetoric that Connolly and Macdiarmad were too dangerous to survive because their socialist convictions would pose a threat to society. They were the last of the signatories of the Proclamation to be executed at Kilmainham Gaol. Connolly being shot while strapped to a chair, because he could not walk because of his wounded leg sustained in the battle.

These sentiments and condemnations were to change as the full horror of the executions that had been carried out at Kilmainham Gaol were revealed.The senseless slaughter saw the British Government finally intervene and as noted by John Dorney p 48 in his publication ‘ The Story of the Easter Rising 1916’ –‘’ to commute the death sentence of another 90 rebels, including Eoin MacNeil before they could be shot 
Maxwell’s repression continued and Martial Law was invoked and internment camps were set up outside Ireland one notable one at Frongoch in  North Wales. If this tactic was meant to defuse Republican sentiment and prevent further insurgency it proved a fundamental mistake. Leaders involved in the uprising, such as Michael Collins and De Valera were gathered together and in line with their cause plotted revenge and improved military tactics. This perhaps was the true legacy of the Easter Rising where the British Government once again ignored the Republican cause for an Independent Ireland and not a watered-down alternative of Home Rule splitting the country into two separate alienated Irishmen, one the Ulster Orangemen and the southern tag of Green Catholicism.
It could be argued that Pearse was right to proceed on Easter Monday rather than wait because his original plans for Easter Sunday had been thwarted by Eoin MacNeil’s intervention.It had been long in the planning and if successful would begin as the Proclamations started a new chapter and a new era for an Independent Ireland, encompassing all its citizens and the British Government would no longer be able to ignore the sentiment expressed albeit an Utopian dream.
Also MacNeil was right to countermand Pearse’s order and wait for a better time and use guerilla warfare to disrupt British rule right across Ireland and not focus solely on Dublin. His tactics in the Civil War that followed were the very same that he advocated for the delay in 1916. Unlike Pearce, he lived on to an old age.
W B Yeats’ immortal comment by now, in guarded support for the Rising – a terrible beauty is born has echoed throughout the decades of subsequent generations
A more recent comment by English Literary critic  Cyril Connolly remarked ‘A terrible shambles was born’ 
The event will be commemorated and celebrated every so often, the latest in 2016, and due homage given to the Proclamation and the memory of the executed signatories and all involved in this germ of Nationalist uprising, Because given all the circumstances and personalities involved  it was the defining moment when extensive paramilitary force was planned and deployed on the streets of Dublin as a wake-up call to end British Rule in a new Ireland that would be emerging, changing and developing.
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A PROCLAMATION

'WHEREAS it has been represented to me, being g Justice of the
Peace in and for the unty of the City of Dublin by, an

information duly sworn, that a number of persons will meet or
assemble at

SAGKVILLE STREET

OR ITS NEIGHBOURHOOD

in the said County of the City of Dublin, on or about

the 3lst day of AUGUST. 1913

and that the object of such Meeting or Assemblage is seditious, and that
the said Meeting or Assemblage would cause terror and alarm to, and

dissension between, His Majesty’s subjects, and would be an unlawful
assembly.

NOW I do hereby prohibit such’ Meeting or Assemblage, and do
strictly caution and forewarn all Persons whomsoever that they do
abstain from taking part in or encouraging or inciting to the same.

AND I do hereby give notice that if in defiance of this Proclamation
any such Meeting or Assemblage at Sackville Street or its neighbour-
hood shall be attempted or take place, the same will be prevented and
all Persons attempting to take part in or encouraging the same, or
inciting thereto, will be proceeded against according to law.

AND I do hereby enjoin all Magistrates and Officers intrusted with
the preservation of the Public Peace, and all others whom it may
concern, to aid and assist in the due and proper execution of the Law in
preventing any such Meefiig or Assemblage as aforesaid, and in the
effectual dispersion and suppression of the same, and in the detection

and prosecution of those who after this Notice, shall offend in the
respects aforesaid.

Given under my hand this 29th day of August, 1913.

E. G. SWIFTE,

Chief Divisional Magistrate; Dublin Metropolitan Police District.

GOD SAVE THE KING.

DUBLIN  FRINTKD PR IS MAJESTYS STATIONKRY OFFICE BY ALKX. THON &

(UL, LINITED, ABBEY STRERT.
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