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Deconstructing research projects exercise

Guiding questions When reading through the articles, think about the following:
· How do you think the authors came up with the ideas for the research which led to these publications?
· How do you think the authors actually did the research that led to these publications?
· What primary sources are used by the authors?
· Why do you think the authors chose these particular types of primary sources?
· Where and how do you think the authors accessed the particular primary sources that are used?
· Can you identify instances where the authors have accessed materials from archives or other specialist repositories? And if so, which?
· Can you identify instances where the authors may have accessed materials from online collections or databases? And if so, which?
· How does the authors' use of primary sources inform their arguments? In what ways do the primary sources add to the historiographical debates which the article/chapters contribute to?

Now make notes in response to these three issues:
· List as many different types of primary source which you can identify in the articles/chapters.
· List any archives that you can identify as having been used in the composition of the articles/chapters. Feel free to speculate here if it is not immediately apparent.
· List any online sources that you can identify as having been used in the composition of the articles/chapters. Feel free to speculate here if it is not immediately apparent.

I chose the articles: Authority and Conflict at the Cistercian Abbey, and The Annals of Dunstable Priory
Authority and Conflict at the Cistercian Abbey 
LIST PRIMARY SOURCES: Cistercian Order Records, Calendar of Rolls ( there seems to be a few of those), Calendar of Inquisitions, and Register of Edwards the Black Prince maybe as there are footnotes that mention it 28-31. There is mention to Petitions too ( and letters?). Welsh sources that include poetry such as Gwaith Llywelyn Goch ap Meurig Hen. The manuscript of Rhydderch. 
LIST ARCHIVES: The National Archives, National Library of Wales.
LIST ONLINE SOURCES: Perhaps the National Archives one, but also the Monastic Wales Project. I would assume too that perhaps the poetry sources could be accessed online.
The Annals of Dunstable Priory ( there is a long list given to us at the bottom of one version of the document on the module link, perhaps those are for the entire journal entry?  In any case, these are ones I could pick up on my own- honestly this one was harder. So many Annals references)
LIST OF PRIMARY SOURCES: Manuscripts from the British Library ( these are the Tiberius ones, right?), David Preest’s English translation: The Annals of Dunstable Priory (2018?)
LIST OF ARCHIVES: The British Library 
LIST OF ONLINE SOURCES: I had a hard time finding these in the reading. I would assume that the archives could be accessed online. Maybe some of the rolls? 

QUESTION: I may be getting ahead of myself but…How would we go about picking primary sources for our Dissertation? I think I have the topic already in mind, but I would assume there is so much to read and investigate through…. What makes a good primary source?
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