Key concepts associated with social theory including those found in the work of key thinkers like Marx, Durkheim, and Weber. Compare, contrast and evaluate key theoretical perspectives and their influence on society. 




The work of social theorists about social theory has a big impact on society. Key thinkers influenced society with key concepts such as a modern society, industrial society and the structure of a society.  These concepts have explained how different societies work, but there is still controversy between different theorists' work and what will happen next. 
The purpose of social theory and sociological theory is to provide clear explanations of human social behaviour as it takes place in the background and acts of other people and with the support or interference of the social practices and structures that surround them (Ransome, 2010, p.xii). The main themes of social theory are theories about the human social world, social action which is a body of knowledge covered by social theory, capitalist society which is a main economic system in western industrialised world, and industrialisation which is the takeover of the machines from the 18th century (Ransome, 2010, p.1).
Based on Ransome (2010) social action is the action that usually involves other people in social situations. It is when people express their capacity for agency. The belief that people have control over their actions is often linked with social theory (Ransome, 2010, p.456). Social action is driven by practical considerations that are necessary for survival, such as going to work and feeling happy because you know you can pay the bills, but you can also be happy just because you like what you do, which is a theoretical reason for social action (Ransome, 2010, p.9). Different people have different values they convey by their actions. These values can be based on religion, political convictions and philosophical beliefs (Ransome, 2010, p.10). Social action in a tribe could be everyone working together to help farm and do animal husbandry. Social action nowadays would involve giving people their time and energy for the common good in a variety of ways, from volunteering and community-owned programmes to coordinating events and basic neighbourly actions. Social action permeates all aspects of human existence. 
Ransome (2010) explains that a capitalist society is a specific type of social growth in which capitalism has become the system and dominant means of generating goods and services. Capitalism creates resources for consumption, wealth creation, and the development of society, according to Morrison (2006, p.81-p.82). Capitalist society is, for Karl Marx, a historical type of society that follows feudal society and communist society (Ransome, 2010, p.431). Based on Ransome (2010) we know that in capitalism, capital ownership divides the population between those who own and manage production and those who do not have their own resources and are forced to work for those who do and in poor conditions (Ransome, 2010, p.4). Most of the population in this country does not own the means of production and must therefore work. Employers have the right of workers to tell them what to do. In a capitalist society, the only other source of income is private wealth, social benefits and criminal activity (Ransome, 2010, p.7). Marx believed we have always had forms of profit-making activity. For example, someone became a leader of a tribe by realising it was going to rain when there are clouds, that person profited of this realisation by becoming a leader. Chiefs and heads of villages are watchdogs for traditional norms and values that protect the environment in most cases. Nowadays people still profit from knowledge and creating new things like Jeff Bezos. 
According to Ransome (2010) modern is used chronologically in the social sciences to describe a form of society that developed in Northern Europe from around 1760. Identifiable as industrialised, urbanised and democratised, modern society. It also generally has a largely western view of the world (Ransome, 2010, p.447). Ransome (2010) says “To be a modern person means having ideas and expectations that are of the present day or which keep up with current notions and beliefs.” There are also different technologies and production in modern society or, as Karl Marx says, “modes of economic production.” Modern society is also filled with ideas, viewpoints, and aspirations (Ransome, 2010, p.2). Durkheim argues that modern society is distinct from pre-modern society due to changes in people's social relations. He says, “If one of the things that makes modern society modern is the fact that demands for individual expression continuously increase, does this not suggest that the concept of society will eventually become redundant?” (Durkheim, 1893). The current modern society has provided us with knowledge, more productive labour and the population has grown in numbers due to new medical knowledge. On the other hand, it has put humankind at risk from an ecological crisis, growth of inequality between society’s, massive misuse of technology and science to make guns for mass destruction and there is an endless war. 
Based on Ransome (2010) an industrial society is a society where, with the aid of machines, goods are created. Industrial wheels are powered by mechanical power sources (Ransome, 2010, p.443). Henri Saint-Simon was the theorist to come up with the term industrial society characterised by the division of labour, he proposed that progressive social organisation would follow concepts of positivism, logic, and science (Ransome, 2010, p.47). Ransome (2010) explains that the mechanism through which society becomes an industrial society is industrialisation. Beginning with the mechanisation of spinning and weaving activities in Britain from around 1750, during the 19th and 20th centuries industrialisation gradually evolved into factory production. With the development of powerful and flexible computer-based technologies from the 1970s, another period of industrialisation took place (Ransome, 2010, p.443). During the 1760’s people used looms, factories and engines to work and they would transport products via canals, roads and railways. Young children would work as it was cheaper to hire them over adults and the children would die being in unsafe environments. In the 1860s there was a mass production of steel, petrol and electrics, and there was a more advanced distribution method. In the 1990s there was internet and a huge change in people’s behaviour and need for power. Currently we are due another industrial revolution where tech will change lives with the possibility of cyber-physical systems. 
Western society would be in Northern Europe and North America and include Central and Eastern Europe, Canada, Australia, and New Zealand. It is a society that is modern and is always an industrial society. Countries such as Japan, South Korea, Taiwan, and Singapore are western societies in the way that they aim to be a western society and the people have adopted a western outlook despite them being in the East (Ransome, 2010, p.4). A western society is a more accomplished, wealthy society and other countries want to be like one. In the 1800’s all countries had a low income and life expectancy, but as times have changed some countries have improved and become western societies. Countries such as Somalia and Burundi have not changed significantly and still have a low income and life expectancy. Throughout history, western values have been extracted from political thinking, systematic use of logical arguments in favour of free-thinking, assimilation of human rights, the need for justice, and democracy (ScienceDaily). 
According to Ransome (2010), most cultures are industrial because of the amount of industrial production takes place. Due to large quantities of farming techniques and livestock, even agriculture is defined as industrial. Other societies include hunter-gatherers, pastoralists or agrarians. Productive cooperation offers a method to obtain access to resources through people. Higher productivity levels mean that a nation is more technologically advanced (Ransome, 2010, p.6-p.7). Some people do better at obtaining resources than others. Homeless people struggle for resources, but we live in a fair society that offers benefits. Our society offers help to those who struggle by providing housing, food from charities and food banks and can provide benefited money. Some societies are different and don’t get any help and people die from starvation, flooding and lack of medical treatments. 
Ransome (2010) explains power is the ability to force other people to act against their will or to stop them from acting. Social theorists see the different forms of power as manifestations of society’s desire to control various types of economic, political, intellectual, cultural and symbolic capital (Ransome, 2010, p.451). Ransome (2010) further talks about how power is linked to the struggle for resources. If power affects the ability of someone to obtain access to resources, it would damage the person. Power depends on the kinds of resources involved, such as economic resources and therefore economic power. Different types of power may include resources such as access to information, the ability to contribute to the political process, equal treatment in society, and the ability to live as you wish. There would be differences in political power in a democratic system compared to a dictatorship (Ransome, 2010, p.7-p.8). Weber argues that the forms and sources of power are different as they relate in different situations, whereas Marx, sees power only as leverage over economic resources (Ransome, 2010, p123).
Values are ideas that motivate people. Values may be based on religious beliefs or ideas about and how to achieve desirable economic, political and ideological goals. For example, it is part of the western capitalist value system to act rationally in search of individual economic advantage (Ransome, 2010, p.463). People can view the world around them with the same ideas and beliefs as those around them. Different people are expressing different values through their acts. Such ideals can be based on religious views, political convictions, and philosophical beliefs. Society’s broad beliefs have an impact on a society like a western society has a Christian outlook, but this does not mean that all people in the modern industrial west are Christians, its what people are most familiar with, and they might even take part in Christian occasions like Christmas without believing in Christian faith (Ransome, 2010, p.9-p.11). Beliefs are essentially assumptions we make about the universe, and these beliefs are the foundation of our values. Our principles are things we consider important and can include concepts such as justice, integrity, education, commitment, perseverance, patriotism, loyalty, environmental preservation, and many others (Difference Between). Over time, our beliefs and values can vary when we find evidence or have experiences that contradict our previously held views. In comparison, observation and proof can also reinforce our beliefs and values. For instance, someone who believes in God may have confirmed that belief when they see a loved one recovering from cancer and seeing it as a miracle delivered from God, also, if they have a truly terrible experience, a person could have changed their faith (Difference Between).
Social structure is an argumentative concept in social theory but used roughly to refer to combinations of material and/or intellectual powers that have the power to shape social action beyond people’s control (Ransome, 2010, p.458). Ransome (2010) believes people really want to behave autonomously, be a person and speak freely, but almost all the tools needed to achieve these things come from society. Some might say that people do little to be themselves and merely follow roles and behaviours that society has already set. There is no direct control of people in social systems. There are buildings for work and offices and different routes available to get to those buildings and offices in an obvious social system such as the economic structure. The patterns of thoughts, attitudes, and assumptions about how a culture will function would be from a less obvious structure. People's actions in that society would be influenced by the structure of the economy, and no one would control it. Often social structures can be the everyday activities people do to sustain their survival. Once a ritual happens, people tend to mimic what regulates their actions and becomes a norm for daily life without knowing who began it. The opportunity to introduce a new system in a broad form of power to society as it can have a drastic impact on how people behave (Ransome, 2010, p.11-p.12).
[bookmark: _GoBack]Based on Ransome (2010) it has been believed that society evolves in a linear fashion throughout history and that modern society has evolved from pre-modern society and will later be replaced by something else, called the viewpoint of enlightenment. Today, most assume that a reversal, a step backwards in social development, would take place. Some think the future is going to be better than the present, but there is no way to prove it. Many theorists claim that a radical change in society requires social change, while others assume that it will be a gradual process. Historical events are important in social change, knowing how society is changing is important in understanding the actions of people living in these changing conditions. To understand how people will respond in the future, the influence of people's social behaviour that lived through western history is significant (Ransome, 2010, p.14-p.15). 
Social theorists have influenced society greatly and will continue to influence societies as long as they keep changing and evolving. 
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