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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: Should U.K. Home Office police forces be routinely armed?

INTRODUCTION:

Home Office police forces in the U.K. are armed in a limited capacity at the present time. At present, police officers are armed with PAVA incapacitant spray (Pelargonic Acid Vanillylamide) which constitutes as a firearm under section 5 of the Firearms Act 1968. In addition to this, once officers complete a specific amount of time as a Police Constable, most commonly a year period, they become eligible to undertake a course to be able to use a Conducted Energy Device (CED) or more commonly known as a taser. This requires officers to attend a course which is pass or fail. An officer cannot carry a taser until certification has properly been obtained.

There have been many high profile instances since the turn of the century which have involved the police discharging firearms such as the shooting of Mark Duggan which sparked the London Riots in 2011, and also the negative perception given to firearms officers after the London Bridge terror attack in which they shot the suspect dead.

I feel this topic is worthy of an undergraduate dissertation because in recent times there has been an increase in violent crime in the form Organised Crime Groups (OCGs) and county line gangs where weapons have been used which puts U.K. police officers at risk when attending calls when in relation to these groups. There is also a growing risk to the wider public who are often caught up in this violence, most of the time innocently. The most recent example of this is the murder Olivia Pratt-Korbel which occurred in Liverpool in 2022.

This is a topic that interests me, as when I leave my tutorship/student officer period I am looking to pursue a career as an Authorised Firearms Officer (AFO) with a view to going into the Counter Terrorism side as a Counter Terrorism Specialist Firearms Officer (CTSFO).


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

In this dissertation the main objectives I would like to achieve are:


1. Views from serving officers and if they would wish to carry or be trained to use a firearm should this change be implemented in the future 
2. The rate of assaults on officers and the effect that this has on individuals as well as the increase in armed offenders/offenders 
3. Rise in violent crime in the U.K. with the use of weapons

The steps I will undertake to answer my research aims and any questions that are posed will primarily be through online articles, journals and publications which will highlight if there is support towards the idea of routinely arming police or if there is any disagreement towards the idea. Another step will be gathering first hand information through the use of surveys which will give me information on the police officers stance to potentially carrying a firearm in their course of duty.


	LITERATURE REVIEW:

Some of the key literature I will be using is the following, statistics from various sources such as the Police Federation of England and Wales who state that knife crime has risen by around 20% in the year 2017 and this was the highest increase in 7 years (“Firearms”, date unknown) this statistic is also followed by a survey carried out in which 34% of participants stated they would support the idea of routinely arming police officers.
I will be researching statistics that have been released from the home office where they state In the year ending March 2021 there were almost 37,000 assaults on police officers in England and Wales (including British Transport). Of which: 25,734 were crimes of “assault without injury on a constable” recorded across all forces an increase of 21% compared with 21,321 in the previous year (Home Office, 28 July 2021)
The rise in violent crime particularly using weapons where sky news reported in 2020 that Over the past five years, offences involving a firearm have also increased by 27% (Frodsham, 2020)




	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

I will gather primary evidence using a survey to gather first hand information from existing officers who are currently serving within police forces across the U.K. I will also gather secondary research by considering information that has previously been carried out on this topic to see if it supports or refutes the objectives I am trying to achieve in this dissertation. 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

I intend to carry out a survey aimed at existing and currently serving Home Office police officers. I will then analyse the information using socio-economic characteristics which will then allow me to investigate any differences in opinion between officers of deferring characteristics. The information will be collected anonymously, thus protecting officer identities and to encourage more participation in the survey.


	ETHICAL ISSUES:

I will be researching potentially distressing content as part of this dissertation and high-profile incidents which have occurred since the turn of the century which has gained significant public interest. This may cause distress to myself, however I know I have the support of both my employer and the university to help me with this.

	TIME SCALE:
I aim to complete the full dissertation by December 2023, and I would like to have a first draft completed by October 2023.
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