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Drawing from the lecture and the third chapter within J.Trachetenberg’s book, there are many ways that Jews have been satanized in the Medieval period in texts and paintings. The satanization of Jews in the Medieval times was to further the persecution of Jewish people by falsifying their religious and personal characters in a disrespectful and hurtful way. The ways in which Jews have been depicted have been shown through symbolism within paintings and comments through a variety of texts, such as texts from Martin Luther in Medieval times. The symbolism within paintings that are anti-semitic usually includes animals, such as pigs or goats. Another way that Jews are satanized is the wearing of pointy hats, which are symbolically associated with the devil as it represents the horns and the tail and the medieval concepts of Satan.
To follow the image of the statue from the lecture that stood out to me the most today was the statue of the ‘Stiftskirche, Bad Wimpfen’. This statue stood out to me because it is quite a striking statue of anti-Semitism that can be seen on a church, which in contemporary society especially should not be still there as it is a statue that has a medieval form of hate and disrespect shown with it. As that statue can be seen showing anti-Semitic symbolism, which includes a Jewish person and a female pig.
