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Introduction
For this assignment the writer has been asked to prove they know and understand the importance of academic reading and writing.  They have been asked to re-write several paragraphs which contain many errors, including spelling, grammar, punctuation. Then they need to correct the referencing on one of the paragraphs to make it comparable to the Harvard referencing standard.  Then they must go on to answer five questions about academic writing that will prove they understand how to deliver an assignment correctly.  Lastly, they must write a critical response to an article to show that they can engage in and recognise the importance of critical thinking when writing an assignment.












Part 1
Norodahl and Johannesson (2013) suggests that in Iceland and other Scandinavian countries, they believe it is important for children to have an active lifestyle, they encourage this by playing outside from a young age.  The curriculum guidelines promote the outdoor environment for learning, as it is good for helping the children think positively about nature and helps to encourage a healthy active lifestyle.  Oladottir (2008) states that the importance of outdoors has been a long tradition widely encouraged in Iceland pre-schools, but not so much in Iceland compulsory schools. Children aged one to six play outside every day, whereas children aged six to sixteen only play outside when it is break time. In the capital city, Reykjavik, seventy percent of compulsory schools state that they promote outside education whenever they can, we do not know why outdoor learning is so effective, or how teachers use the great outdoors to encourage learning, but it is expected that it alters between teachers and schools.









Part 2a
[bookmark: _GoBack]O’Brien and Murray (2006) says that “the Forest School Network defines a Forest School as an inspirational process that offers children, young people and adults regular opportunities to achieve and develop confidence and self-esteem through hands on learning experiences in a woodland environment”.  Some people are concerned that young children do not get to go to the woodlands as much as their parents did because of safety issues.  Ward Thompson et al. (2004) suggests that there is also research that if they do not go to the woods when they are children, then they will not go to the woods when they are adults, and they will miss out on the physical and emotional benefits of the natural world.  According to the Welsh Assembly Government (2009) learning outdoors is extremely different to learning within the classroom and the welsh government are encouraging teachers to use the Forest School approach in their own school, especially in foundation phase.










Part 2b
Plagiarism is passing someone else’s work off as your own, intentionally, or unintentionally, and it is important for students to avoid this as it is classed as cheating and considered an academic offence with serious consequences including getting kicked off the course.  The only way to avoid plagiarism is to reference correctly.  Always acknowledge the source of your information in academic writing.
It is a myth that you must only reference when you use a direct quotation.  Everything must be referenced, including paraphrasing which is when you have read or listened to someone else’s ideas, theories, opinions or any other information and put them into your own words.
Wikipedia alone, is not a good place to search for information for your academic assignments, as anyone can change the information on Wikipedia, and it may not be from a reliable source.
A long quotation is classed as around thirty words or more.  All quotations must be introduced accordingly (i.e. According to…), then you must cite your quotation, directly before or after the quote (i.e. (surname, (year)), then you must start a new line, indent at each margin, open quotation mark, write the quote word for word in italic and close quotation mark.  Like all other quotations, it needs to be referenced correctly at the back of the assignment.
The writer suggests beginning to conduct research for an academic assignment by doing a ‘thought shower’, which would open some ideas up for the writer to research using books (paper or electronic), websites, journal articles (paper or electronic), newspaper articles (paper or electronic), and publications by governments and other organisations.

Part 3
The article the writer has chosen to respond critically to is, Critical analytical thinking, Chapter Seven of The Study Skills Handbook (4th Edition) by Stella Cottrell.  The topic of this chapter is to offer the reader opportunities to understand the meaning of taking the critical approach, and to become more aware of how to use critical and analytical thinking when reading, writing, and listening, and how to identify and draw valid conclusions.
The main finding of this article is to teach the reader how to think, read, and listen critically at a higher education standard. 
The structure of the chapter is very well presented, it starts with a clear introduction, and states the learning outcomes which briefly explains what critical thinking is and what to look out for.  Cottrell has several activities in the chapter to engage the reader into a ‘learning by doing’ approach, which is known to stick in your head more than just reading.  She has also deliberately put a few pictures in here and there to make it more appealing, in a hope to persuade the reader to keep reading.
It has not gone unnoticed that Cottrell has used yellow and blue throughout her book and (Colour-Affects, 2008) states the psychological properties of yellow to be emotional, optimism, confidence, self-esteem, and friendly, and the psychological properties of blue is intellectual, trust, efficiency, serenity, logic, reflection, and calm.  So, if those colours were used intentionally for those reasons then that gives the reader a positive feeling when reading, and therefore would be more inclined to read more of the book.
Cottrell has written the chapter informally and used lots of small paragraphs which makes it easy to read and therefore everyone can relate to the book regardless of academic background.  The writer believes the author has used objective language, the writer thinks this because the author has an unbiased opinion throughout the chapter, and her information is backed up by facts.
The evidence in the chapter differs, some were backed up and based on facts, and others were not that reliable as they had a biased opinion, which was placed there deliberately as an activity so the reader could identity it as Cottrell wanted to encourage her readers to read between the lines.  The author has made a clear statement in the chapter, that anyone can be a critical thinker if they know how, and she has made it easier for the reader to understand how to do it.  There is not an explicit conclusion at the end of the chapter, but the implicit conclusion and review of the chapter implies that critical analytical thinking is an essential skill for higher education and is the most valuable aspect of study.












Conclusion
The writer believes that Cottrell has produced a well written book, that is easy to read, regardless of your academic background.  The chapter chosen, Critical analytical thinking, will help everyone wishing to learn how to think critically, and how to use it at an academic level.  Cottrell’s intentions of teaching the reader how to be critical has worked, and she has proved not all critical thinking is bad.  Overall, it is an appropriate academic article, that the writer will keep close by and go back to for future reference.  
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