Christina Aguilera

· Timbral quality of the voice

· Tonal colours created and ability to move through them flawlessly

· Musical phrasing and rhythm (timing), which lends itself to ‘groove’

· Sense of style and stylistic awareness – look at the ‘stripped’ album as an example!  


How can I provide evidence of these things?

Examples in songs? Analyse the songs? Compare some songs together?

Compare to other artists?

Is she an authentic artist? Pop artist, context of the songs (Hurt, Beautiful)… May depend on perspective of the listener.

Arianna Grande

Writes relatable lyrics and writes about her life experiences

Doesn’t like songs sounding too similar.

Demi Lovato

Grew up watching her – felt a connection when she was a kid

Admire them as a person

Can relate to their lyrics

Likes Demi’s belt (WHY?) – aspiring to the same thing!

Amy Winehouse

Authentic and fells there is no-one like her – unique.

Independent and individual

Authenticity and realness to her message/s in the song

Andeas Bocelli

Tone – resonance, vibration, frequency. Life experience can relate to him

Inspiring

Voice is emotive

Sings from the heart

Feels the music

How he conveys the music

Authenticity – Cat’s definition: “Means you're true to your own personality, values, and spirit, regardless of the pressure that you're under to act otherwise. You're honest with yourself and with others, and you take responsibility for your mistakes. Your values, ideals, and actions align.” Online definition – you need to note down where this came from

Mercedes definition:

“I think music authenticity is how you approach a song and make it your own using your own styles and ideas and not copying other artists.”

Wendy:

“Authenticity can be determined by their culture.” (The artists culture).

Elle:

“Authentic music explores a wide range of human emotions, perspectives, and situations. This means that anything that you genuinely feel and experience is which is better to write about, whether you're inspired by something light hearted and or more serious.”

Academics writing in the are:

Alan Moore, Simon Frith, T Wall, Richard Middleton, Paul Carr

What are the key elements of authenticity in academic debates within music:

Cultural and religious beliefs

Making something your own

Value judgements – high art and low art 

Being you (unique), not copying others.


ABBA tribute:
Authentic:

A musician can be authentic

The artist can have an emotional connection to the music and therefore listeners can feel realness

Being a character – you can be authentic being someone else

They might be really good musicians and therefore the audience can be drawn in

Nostalgia plays a part.

Inauthentic:

Not authentic to themselves since they are a character – you can’t be authentic to yourself when you are being a character

Could be deemed as disrespectful  - how can they really know what ABBAs authenticity is?

They didn’t write the music ABBA did. Therefore, they can’t portray the level of authenticity

Tribute acts are portraying their opinion on ABBA


