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Executive summary
This research paper will cover all the key areas of Virtual Learning environment such as advantages, disadvantages and impacts on learning process of students. Primary data has been collected by the researcher through survey. By this survey, they identified some key problems that occurs in this type of education and due to this reason, they recommend some suggestions to mitigate these problems. Through this suggestion technology and learning process in online media has been improved. 
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[bookmark: _Toc69747597]Chapter 1: Introduction
[bookmark: _o2qcpwbv03p4][bookmark: _Toc69747598]Background
A virtual learning environment refers to providing education on an online platform. The primary purpose of introducing a Virtual Learning Environment is to progress students from passive to active learners (Lackaet al. 2021). Active learning helps to promote the skill for thinking in critical situations. This is important for the use of knowledge that is acquired in the classroom.  A vital component is formed by this Virtual Learning Environment which is related to the development of clinical skills within a range of disciplines. 
[bookmark: _9bs3vovrmiy6][bookmark: _Toc69747599]Aim
The primary aim of this report is to evaluate the impact of virtual learning environments on a learning experience of students along with identification of issues regarding it and exploration of effective solutions 
[bookmark: _svlf89h4is8u][bookmark: _Toc69747600]Objectives
· To discuss the advantages and disadvantages of a virtual learning experience
· To evaluate the impact of virtual learning environment on a learning experience of students
· To analyse problems that may occur and recommend the way of mitigating such problems
[bookmark: _evfjzi3o2gc8][bookmark: _Toc69747601]Chapter 2: Literature Review
[bookmark: _np44i07xz08o][bookmark: _Toc69747602]Discussion on Virtual Learning Environment
Virtual Learning Environment refers to such education which is conducted on an online media platform to provide education to the students. An environment of virtual learning is considered as a technology that represents resources, interactions, and activities that are related to a structure of course and it helps to provide different stages of assessments to the student.
Components of Virtual Learning Environment refers to the syllabus of the course, a notice board that contains current information about ongoing courses, a basic content related to some or all courses that include text form, presentation of audio and video, additional resources, communication support includes e-mail, chat rooms and other media. 
Some elements that are needed in a virtual learning environment are management of content including “creation”, “storage”, and use of resources of learning, making plans and maps such as planning for lessons, assessment of experience of learning, engagement of learners, communication through notices, chats, emails and so on and “real-time communication" including both audio and video conferencing.
[bookmark: _rdrfhcdg8ina][bookmark: _Toc69747603]Advantages and disadvantages of Virtual Learning Environment
[bookmark: _8riuccae2iru][bookmark: _Toc69747604]Advantages
Some key benefits of a virtual learning environment include increasing inclusivity, improving accessibility, building effective communication and healthy relationships between teachers and students, saving cost, improving skills of techniques (Sadeghi, 2019). Moreover, it consists of providing instant feedback, flexibility and comfort. Increasing inclusivity is considered the first key benefit of a virtual learning environment which refers to the fact that it will be easier for a shy student in order to attend virtual learning classes (Larmuseauet al.  2018). This environment consists of improving accessibility which means students can easily access this platform to get an education. Moreover, it helps to save costs like travelling costs, building effective communication between teachers and students and so on (Magar and Suk, 2020). 
[bookmark: _kb92yudz1gty][bookmark: _Toc69747605]Disadvantages
Virtual learning environment includes some key disadvantages as well which refers to the problems in infrastructure, lack of skills related to social and emotional, compromising physical activity, reducing personal interaction between teachers and students (Reisoğluet al.  2017). Students cannot be able to interact with their teachers personally; online classes cannot help them to stay physically active. As the classes take place over the internet, therefore many interactions cannot happen among students. Due to this reason, an individual can be able to observe a loss of skills in children related to social and emotional. This technology is much more cost-effective than traditional education systems because a lot of expenditure has to be needed to set up classes on online platforms. 
[bookmark: _npzg2puvn9ck][bookmark: _Toc69747606]Impact of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) on a learning experience of students
Virtual learning environments make a significant impact on the learning experience of students. Students are able to communicate with their teachers with more efficiency as shy student hesitate to communicate with their teachers in the classroom however in through this online media, they might not hesitate to ask questions to their teachers (Alveset al. 2017). Moreover, providing education visually puts much more impact on the students which helps them to gain knowledge. This type of education helps to increase technical skills by which students are able to access anything on online platforms easily (Herrera Mosquera, 2017).
[bookmark: _ohauic98dlsr][bookmark: _Toc69747607]Issues and challenges
The primary key issues and challenges of a virtual learning environment include cost-effectiveness, infrastructure issues, lack of skills of social and emotional, and lack of communication (Sadeghi, 2019). Students are suffering in interacting with their teachers personally and due to this reason communication gaps arise between them. This type of education is most cost-effective because the set-up of this structure needs a lot of expenditure which leads to causes of occurring infrastructure issues. Moreover, a lack of social and emotional skills can occur among students due to this type of education (Huggins-Manleyet al. 2019). Therefore, it can be stated that a virtual learning environment can cause numerous issues although it has some key benefits. 
[bookmark: _ov2wvgi8hhhd][bookmark: _Toc69747608]Chapter 3: Methodology
[bookmark: _bnu8iruebavm][bookmark: _Toc69747609]Research design
A quantitative and experimental research design has been selected by the researcher to conduct this research paper and to find related data. Quantitative research design helps a researcher by providing statistical information, providing numbers that help the business to provide a better perspective in order to make any decision (Johnston, 2017). Moreover, with this research design, a researcher can be able to make effective decisions for their research paper. Additionally, experimental research design can be helpful for the researcher because it helps them to develop the relationship between cause and effect of the research topic. 
[bookmark: _hfxivzfx4t7w][bookmark: _Toc69747610]Research approach and philosophy
Quantitative research approach has been selected by the researcher to conduct research paper because quantitative research approach allows relative numeric data, charts and graphs (Pal, 2017). This research approach is more suitable rather than qualitative approaches because a qualitative approach helps to provide theoretical information about the research topic. On the other hand, a quantitative research approach helps to provide numeric data (Ørngreenand Levinsen, 2017). The pragmatic research approach has been selected by the researchers because in this research approach researchers can be free to choose appropriate methods, procedures and techniques (Huynhet al. 2018). It is beneficial for the researchers to meet aims, objectives and needs of conducting research papers. 
[bookmark: _kbx29c35gdcw][bookmark: _Toc69747611]Data collection and Analysis
Quantitative data collection method has been chosen because it helps the researcher in order to get accurate information about their research topic (Siddiqui, 2019). Moreover, this type of data collection method is easier and faster than any other data collection method because it allows over a thousand interviews in the same place and at the same time. Primary quantitative data have been collected to conduct this research paper through surveys and six questions have been provided to a group of students through online media (Dos Santoset al. 2017). 45 students of "University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus" have been chosen for this survey as the participants. In addition, this is needless to mention that because of global pandemic situation due to outbreak of Covid-19, online survey for collective quantitative data has been used and all collected data has been stored and secured complying with the data protection act. 
[bookmark: _uno6gy2xqtg1][bookmark: _Toc69747612]Chapter 4: Findings and Analysis
[bookmark: _Toc69747613]Findings 
[bookmark: _qivoeyqje0kk]Question 1: VLE is effective enough in learning faster

Figure 1 
Figure 1 shows that around 15 participants strongly agreed to the question includes the effectiveness of a virtual learning environment as a faster learner process. Around 8 participants agreed, 5 participants are neutral, 11 participants and 6 participants disagreed and strongly disagreed to question 1. 
[bookmark: _c8htbkk9k8i]

Question 2: VLE is effective enough to help in understanding facts and concepts in n easy and practical way

Figure 2
Figure 2 shows that 33% of people are strongly agreed to question 2 while 11% of participants are agreed. Around 16% of participants are neutral, 27% participants have disagreed and 6 % participants are strongly disagreed to question 2. 
[bookmark: _qx9l6hmi0lgm]

Question 3: VLE is more effective than that of conventional way of learning

Figure 3
Figure 3 shows that around 18% of participants are strongly agreed and 27% of participants are agreed to question 3. Around 4% participants, 24% participants and 27% participants fell in neutral, disagree and strongly disagree with question 3. 
[bookmark: _o7fe1vlwksai]

Question 4: VLE is associated with technological challenges and its benefits can not be experienced by everybody

Figure 4
Figure 4 shows that around 11 participants are strongly agreed to question 4 and similarly, 11 participants are agreed. Additionally, 7 participants are in the neutral zone, 14 participants are in the disagree zone and 2 participants are in strongly disagree positions. 
[bookmark: _a9orx0f75maz]

[bookmark: _3a0ccukzefkt]Question 5: VLE is effective in providing practical lessons

Figure 5
Figure 5 shows that around 31%participants are strongly agreed and 27% of participants are agreed to question 5. 11% of participants are neutral, 13% of participants are not agreed and 18% of participants are strongly disagreed with this question. 
[bookmark: _v1bd91dqbr5h]

Question 6: Mitigating issues regarding cost and complexity can make VLE one of the effective methods of learning with its limitless benefits

Figure 6
Figure 6 shows that the number of respondents in strongly agreed is 14 while a number of respondents in strongly disagreed are 2. Around 12 participants are agreed, 11 participants are neutral and 6 participants are not agreed to question 6.
[bookmark: _l7xzx9e0x91g][bookmark: _Toc69747614]Analysis
Question 1 covers the effectiveness of VLE as a faster learner process and through the survey, it can be stated that maximum participants are strongly agreed to this question. This data denotes that a virtual learning environment is effective enough in learning faster. Additionally, question 2 shows that around 33% of participants are strongly agreed however, on the other hand, 27% of participants are not agreed with this question. This statistical data denotes that VLE can be effective to help in understanding facts and concepts in an easy and practical way although it might not be enough for this purpose. Students might face difficulties during education about understanding the facts and concepts. In question 3, 27% of participants are agreed and similarly, 27% of participants are not agreed that VLE is more effective than that conventional way of learning. This data shows that there is a 50% possibility to be more effective than conventional ways of learning.
Question 4 shows that 11 participants among 45 participants strongly agreed that VLE is associated with technical challenges and benefits of VLE cannot be experienced by everybody. On the other hand, only 2 participants are not agreed with that fact which denotes that technological changes can occur during learning on online media and all students will not be able to experience the benefits of VLE. The data related to question 5 shows that 14 participants strongly agreed that VLE is effective in providing practical lesson while 8 participants do not agree with this fact. Therefore, it can be stated that maximum probability is there in the effectiveness of VLE in order to provide practical process. On the other hand, it might not be effective in providing practical lessons which have less probability to occur. Question 6 is about the possibility of making VLE one of the effective methods of learning with its limitations and benefits by the issue of mitigation regarding cost and complexity. The data of this question shows that mitigation issues can make VLE one of the effective methods of learning.
[bookmark: _11shr4kp7l9y][bookmark: _Toc69747615]Chapter 5: Conclusion and Recommendation
[bookmark: _Toc69747616]Conclusion 
It can be concluded that this research paper covers a discussion on advantages, disadvantages of virtual learning environment and its implication on students. Pragmatism research philosophy and quantitative data collection method has been used by the researchers. Moreover, the researchers collected relevant data through a survey with 45 participants. Through collecting this data, the researchers are able to identify the impacts of virtual learning environments on the learning process of students.  They ask some questions to 45 participants to get an idea about the topic of the research. It can be concluded that researchers are able to evaluate advantages and disadvantages and impacts of virtual learning environments.
[bookmark: _phhnwxv14itj][bookmark: _Toc69747617]Recommendations
· Through a survey researcher found that many participants do not think that VLE can be effective enough in learning faster. Therefore, it has to be more progressive and faster, retaining their quality and effectiveness.
· The researchers found in question two that maximum people strongly disagreed that VLE is more effective than that of conventional way of learning. Therefore, the researchers recommend that it has to consist of new technologies that may put a positive impact on the students. Moreover, an effective technology may help students in order to understand concepts in an easy way.  
· Around 11 participants strongly agreed that VLE has technological issues and benefits of it cannot be experienced by everybody. Therefore, they can improve their technology and the process should be easier. It will help all students to access the internet and online learning process in an easier way. Through this, everybody will be able to experience key benefits of VLE.
· “VLE is effective in providing practical lessons”- in this statement around 8 participants strongly disagreed that indicates that VLE might not be effective enough to provide practical lessons.  Therefore, in this purpose they can improve their effectiveness in providing practical lessons and moreover they can appoint new teachers who will help students to understand concepts and facts in a better process. 
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[bookmark: _Toc69747619]Appendix 1: Survey Questionnaire 
	Questions
	Strongly agree
	Agree
	Neutral
	Disagree
	Strongly disagree

	VLE is effective enough in learning faster
	15
	8
	5
	11
	6

	VLE is effective enough to help in understanding facts and concepts in n easy and practical way
	15
	5
	7
	12
	6

	VLE is more effective than that of conventional way of learning
	8
	12
	2
	11
	12

	VLE is associated with technological challenges and its benefits cannot be experienced by everybody
	11
	11
	7
	14
	2

	VLE is effective in providing practical lessons
	14
	12
	5
	6
	8

	Mitigating issues regarding cost and complexity can make VLE one of the effective methods of learning with its limitless benefits
	14
	12
	11
	6
	2



Is VLE effective enough to in understaning fact and concepts in an easy and practical way
Response %	
Strongly agree	Agree	Neutral	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.33333333333333331	0.1111111111111111	0.15555555555555556	0.26666666666666689	0.13333333333333341	

Is VLE more effective than that of conventional way of learning 
Response %	
Strongly agree	Agree	Neutral	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.17777777777777778	0.26666666666666689	4.4444444444444488E-2	0.24444444444444471	0.26666666666666689	

Is VLE associated with technological challenges and its benefits can not be experienced by everybody 
Response %	
Strongly agree	Agree	Neutral	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.24444444444444471	0.24444444444444471	0.15555555555555556	0.31111111111111112	4.4444444444444488E-2	

Is VLE effective in poviding practical lessons 
Response %	Strongly agree	Agree	Neutral	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.31111111111111112	0.26666666666666689	0.1111111111111111	0.13333333333333341	0.17777777777777778	Does miitigating issues regarding cost and complexity can make VLE one of the effective methods of learning with its limitless benefits  
Response %	
Strongly agree	Agree	Neutral	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.31111111111111112	0.26666666666666689	0.24444444444444471	0.13333333333333341	4.4444444444444488E-2	


Is VLE effective enough in learning faster
Response %	Strongly agree	Agree	Neutral	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.33333333333333331	0.17777777777777778	0.1111111111111111	0.24444444444444471	0.13333333333333341	4

