· The German occupation utilised fear and terror as a way of subjugating and dehumanising the Polish population (both Poles and other ethnicities), reducing them to the level of ‘sub-human’ the Third Reich believed them to be. Before the invasion of Poland began, Hitler’s orders were simple; in the occupation and destruction of Poland they were to “show no mercy. Be brutal”2. That this order was fully realised there can be no doubt. 
· In the period between 27th December 1939 and the beginning of the Uprising on the 1st August 1944 40,000 civilians in Warsaw would be shot/killed3. By the end of the rising, this number rose to 225,0004, to say nothing of the 300,0005 Jews and 15,200 insurgents6 who lost their lives to the storm of the occupation. The ‘bloodiest chapter’ in Warsaw history is said to be the period between October of 1942 and May of 1943, during which daily street executions saw up to 300 people murdered a week. 
· The aim of this campaign of horror was to bend the Polish nation into submission, to break all sense of identity and wipe the polish way of life away. Massacres, public executions, torture and deportation became daily realities for the people of Warsaw. Poverty, disease, starvation and humiliation, all employed by the Nazi occupation in an attempt to break the spirit of Polish people. What followed is one of the clearest examples of what hope, desperation and the unwavering dedication to a single ideal of freedom can inspire in a people, even in the face of unimaginable cruelty.  As Jozef Beck said, “we in Poland d not know the concept of peace at any price. There is only one thing in the lives of men, nations and countries that is without price. That thing is honour.”7
· A group of German soldiers  walk through the streets of burning Warsaw, following the orders given to them by Himmler during the invasion and occupation of Poland: “Besides, I also ordered utter destruction of the city […] my order was: burn each house and blow it up”1. His order to reduce the City of Warsaw to fire and ash, igniting not just houses but the spirits of the people
· The occupation and uprising of Warsaw impacted citizens of every age, gender and standing.. As the occupation continued, every class was subjected to cruelty and inhumane treatment. At the start of the Uprising, the massacres at Wola and Ochota served to prove that no one living in Warsaw was safe from persecution. After these German offenses, 65,000 men, women and children had been executed, over 1,300 of them patients and staff of the Wola and St. Lazarus hospitals8; many of these victims are recorded to have been burnt alive in the Hospitals. Forces under the command of the ‘Butcher of Warsaw’, Oskar Dirlewanger 9, shot all nurses, doctors and nuns, and started the practice of using women and children as human shields for their tanks and soldiers. Civilians who were promised evacuation for leaving their homes were shot in the streets where they gathered together. 
· The atrocities committed in these massacres alone are numerous and could have several essays dedicated solely to them. The focus here, however, is not the crimes themselves, but rather the context they provide. In order to understand the sheer will and bravery of the insurgents of Warsaw, it’s important to understand the realities of the situation they faced and the consequences of being caught to appreciate just how much they had to lay on the line. Where civilians were treated with deplorable cruelty, captured insurgents could be subjected to heinous treatment. But that didn’t stop them. These en, women and children were all aware of the risks rebellion held, but more so of the dangers of doing nothing. 
· The photo opposite depicts members of the ‘Gray Ranks’, the scouts who delivered first aid, post, intelligence and sabotage10. These children were as young as 12, being educated in secret after the Germans closed schools and education had to be given in secret. From 15 these children conducted sabotage, gathered vital information for the allies. In the rising at Ochota, German forces shot an entire scout patrol attempting to deliver first aid to wounded civilians11. To live in Warsaw was to be a target, no matter who you were – this photo essay aims to depict the strength of the human spirit and will to be free in the face of the most barbarous cruelty. 
· Gray Rank soldiers, 2nd September 1944, after marching through sewers to escape German siege. The Gray Ranks were composed of scouts and children, given them education in secret and training them to aid the uprising.
· It’s easy to see the German Occupation of Warsaw as a few numbers on a piece of paper, a simple order given at the same time as many others. To the people of Warsaw, to everyone living in occupied territory, those orders marked the end of their way of life as they knew it. Where the Germans occupiers strove to break the will of the people, their conviction only grew. In the midst of a struggle for life itself, aspects of life we view as mundane occurrences are replaced by fear and constant uncertainty. 
· The photo opposite shows the wedding of Bill Biega and to his wife Lili, and a quote detailing his response to his father’s disagreement. The dire situation of the rising was clearly not lost on these people; the overwhelming odds stacked in favor of the Germans and the chances of victory over them slim. The sentiment is clear. With full knowledge of the possibility they may die for their cause, they accept the cost, cherish the time that they have, and dedicate themselves completely to the ideal of freedom and hope. 
· Throughout the uprising, more than 250 couples married14, not civilians but insurgents. In the middle of their fight for survival, where the next day isn’t guaranteed, underground marriage ceremonies lend themselves to our understanding of the mindsets of these insurgents. In the face of subjugation and cruelty, these people chose to cement the love they have for each other. While the Occupiers try to break the spirit of the resistance, they find the will to hold on to and fight for their way of life, their identities and the people that they hold dear. 
· Almost a month after the massacres at Wola and Ochota, the 1st and 2nd of September, the German siege on the Old Town well under way. The perimeter of insurgent defences was reduced to only 10 square miles and suffered bombing raids as regularly as every 30 minutes. Between these two days, civilians and insurgents attempted to escape the City Centre and the suburb of Zoliborz through the sewers, the only ‘safe’ method of movement. Nearly 30,000 civilians and 7,000 wounded were left behind REF. As the Germans swept across the area the old, wounded and disabled were executed, wounded insurgents were burnt alive in field hospitals. By this stage over 70% of the insurgents had been killed or severely wounded. 
· “If I am shot remember not to shed one tear; do not complain, preserve the dignity of a Polish woman. Show no weakness in their presence“ REF
· The quote above is taken from an account written by a survivor of the occupation of Warsaw, and it perfectly encapsulates the attitudes central to the population and resistance at the time. In the record she recounts being used as a shield, along with several other women and children. Refusal to show weakness or that they were afraid despite being ‘paralysed with fear’ is a testament to the bravery of these people, and to the many different forms of bravery shown by occupied populations when faced with subjugation and terror.  Though this is taken from an account of events almost a month before the Zoliborz massacre, its sentiment is more than appropriate. Several weeks into a rising that was intended to last only 1, the loses taken by the insurgents serves only to strengthen their will, and refusal to sacrifice their dignity and honour. This embodies the response of people driven by hope in response to subjugation. As the situation becomes more desperate, there is no shying away from the defence of their way of life, rather a renewed drive to succeed founded in the fact that they were still there to keep going.
· ‌
· The Warsaw uprising was ill-fated and ended in tragedy. When the rising failed in October, the large scale deportation of civilians and insurgents saw the city all but deserted. The Germans finally agreed to observe the Geneva convention with the signing of a cease fire, with some insurgents being taken to POW camps. Their forces looted the entire city, then burnt the buildings to the ground. Soviet forces ‘liberated’ Warsaw in January 1945, after refusing to and obstructing aid to the city and its insurgents throughout the course of its occupation.
·  Like every country scarred by the second world war, the people that lived through the occupation and those that live there today remember the sacrifice of the people who died to protect their home and their way of life. Since the first remembrance parade a year after the end of the occupation, there are yearly services to commemorate the Warsaw occupation and the uprising. Inhabitants perform re-enactments of the bravery of these men, women and children, their sacrifice being honoured yearly.
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