
HOLDING THE UK GOVERNMENT TO ACCOUNT
“Good Scrutiny makes for good government” (White, 2015).



In this assignment it will be discussed the following statement “Good scrutiny makes for good government” (White, 2015), will also be discussed the ways that the Government are held to the account. In addition, it will be shown if the scrutiny makes for a good Government and how it does it.

The Uk Executive is the UK Government which administrates the country; being responsible for setting up and conducting the policies in addition with making the laws (a. Uk Parliament,2024). At a general election in the House of Commons, the government usually has the most seats, being led by the Prime Minister that appoints the government ministers (a.UK Parliament,2024). Government’s departments and their departments are in control for making the government policy put into action (a.UK Parliament,2024). The Government is made up of the Prime Minister, their Cabinet and junior ministers which are being supported by teams from non-political servants who work in the government’s departments (b. UK Parliament,2024). The people that are working in the Government oversee running the country (b. UK Parliament,2024). No matter what political party wins the greatest number of seats at a General Election, the ones that get control and are in charge of the Government up until the next General Election that is for up to five years (b. UK Parliament,2024). The Government’s role is to manage things on a daily basis and also to decide “how the country is run” this is what (b. UK Parliament,2024) mentioned. Government is also dealing with setting up the taxes, decides in what ways they should spend the public’s money and how to deliver public services at a higher level for example: NHS (National Health Service), Army and police, as well as State Pension and country’s energy supply (b. UK Parliament,2024).

Separation of power refers to a partition of the Government’s legislative, executive, and judicial functions in autonomous and part-time bodies (Britannica, 2024). The legislative function, this is the Parliament and is most of it the House of Commons in which the members are elected and the House of Lords in which is made up of peers (The British Institute of Human Rights, 2024). These two houses of the parliament look at the changes that might need to be made and also pass or reject the laws, both houses will debate in relation to these (The British Institute of Human Rights, 2024). Once both houses will finish the debates in relation to the changes or the laws, this will be passed and the Crown has the final word, if it will be accepted or refused (The British Institute of Human Rights, 2024). The “scrutiny” is conducted by the parliament, this challenges Government’s work and might be going throughout the committees, debates, and questions (The British Institute of Human Rights, 2024). As it previously been mentioned the executive is the Government and administrates the country (a. Uk Parliament,2024). The third power is judicial, this power is so important in the country because it is maintaining the rule of law as well as balancing the most of the government’s parts (StudySmarter, 2024). This power is also making sure that the people’s rights are being protected and the law is applied fairly and consistently (StudySmarter, 2024).
 The executive is held to account by the parliament, they are questioning and challenging the policies and the actions of the executive (parliament.uk,2011). To make their decisions public, the ministers and senior officials must do that in person (parliament.uk,2011). Parliamentary questions are a set of formal questions that are being asked to a government minister about something that are responsible for, and these questions are being asked by an MP or a member of the House of Lords (c.UK Parliament, 2024). There are two reasons why these questions are being asked: one of them is to look for information and the second one could be to put pressure on a government’s action (c.UK Parliament, 2024). A debate is when MPs from the House of commons and the Members of the House of Lords are having a formal discussion and are taking turns to speak (d.UK Parliament,2024). Select committees, when the Parliament chooses MPs from house of Commons or Members from House of Lords or both to work together to carry out a certain purpose or to research in-depth a particular issue (Marshall, 2020). The majority of the select committees are working under a standing order, parliamentary rules which make them permanent and no matter if their membership changes after the election. Other committees could be there for only one session and leave once the session is finished or their job is completed (Marshall, 2020). The select committees are dealing with things such as publishing reports, addressing questions to the Government ministers and they make a request for a debate which will take place in the House of Commons or the House of Lords (Marshall, 2020).
It is hard to underestimate the importance of the public's scrutiny and the media in keeping the UK government responsible. Investigative journalism is essential for revealing crime and low efficiency in government. As a oversight committee, the media draws public attention to matters that could otherwise go unnoticed (Davies, 2019). For instance, the "Windrush affair" was made public by a number of media sources, which sparked a large public uproar and subsequent government action (Johnson, 2020).
Governments may be forced to act more responsibly and transparently as a result of media scrutiny. The media's involvement may be controversial, too, as media bias and biased reporting have the potential to significantly change the facts and undermine public confidence in the government (Lee, 2021).
Concerns over increasing costs in the Ministry of Defense were brought up in a 2022 report by the Public Accounts Committee, which urged quick evaluations and remedial action (Public Accounts Committee, 2022).
By ensuring that government acts are reference to the above mentioned, this oversight process can result in changes and improved governance (Smith, 2018). However, depending on the political will and financial support given to the committees, the efficiency of this examination may differ (Smith, 2018).


Another essential tool for holding the UK government responsible is judicial review. Individuals and groups can contest in court the legitimacy of government acts and decisions through judicial review (Craig, 2021). This legal procedure guarantees that government activities respect citizens' rights and conform to the law. The Supreme Court's 2017 decision in R (Miller) v. Secretary of State for Exiting the European Union, for example, established the judiciary's role as a check on executive authority by controlling that the government needed legislative consent before bringing up Article 50.
The court has a crucial role in maintaining democratic ideals and ensuring that government activities are legitimate, as demonstrated by the Supreme Court's ruling in 2019 during the judicial review of the prorogation of Parliament, which was declared unlawful(Supreme Court, 2019).







The court has a crucial role in maintaining democratic ideals and ensuring that government activities are legitimate, as demonstrated by the Supreme Court's ruling in 2019 during the judicial review of the prorogation of Parliament, which was declared unlawful (Supreme Court, 2019).By preserving individual rights and ensuring that executive decisions are made in accordance with the law, judicial review supports effective governance. However, there are worries that judicial review might be abused for political ends or used to undermine power of the executive (Tushnet, 2020).


Back to the statement “Good scrutiny makes for good government” (White, 2015).  Scrutiny is the detailed analysis of the Government’s policies and also the actions that are carried out by the MPs of the House of Commons, the Members of the House of Lords as well as the committees (e. UK Parliament, 2024). Scrutiny is in relation to transparency while is an active process, covering the transport pf information between the states and to make available the data that is available to the public (Sipri, 2024). In addition, there is also accountability scrutiny which is about a formal relationship (White, a, 2015). There are some effects of scrutiny according to (White, b, 2015) are usually a lot and are keep being repeating which most of the time is creating delayed. The impact that has on the Government it is not possible to be measured and to make changes in its activities and outputs (White, b, 2015).
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