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	NAME: Alex Sergent

	STUDENT ID No.: 2246066

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: Policing in Football: Hooliganism, Anti-social behaviour and Costs
INTRODUCTION: Football is more than a sport; it is cultural and worldwide phenomenon. Football can divide cities, nations and even families. Policing in football represents a critical intersection of sport, public order and sociopolitical responsibility. I will investigate how manging large crowds and sometimes very volatile situations presents a complex challenge for police forces.

Policing in football has become a vital function to ensure the safety of fans in and around football stadiums. It ensues crowd control, intelligence led and engagement with fan groups. Police forces up and down the country spend millions of pounds policing football, and I am intrigued into how much the clubs contribute to the cost of policing their clubs.

I have always been fascinated by football and the passion and the tribal sport fan groups can be identified based on seven dimensions, including membership; geographic sense of community; social recognition; shared rivalry; and shared knowledge of symbols, rituals and traditions of the sport. Hedlund, D, Biscaia, R and do Carmo Leal, M (2020) I have read several books in the past with relate to either undercover policing in football, infamous football hooligan and clubs’ “firms” who have written books talking about their experiences with being a football hooligan. BBC radio 5 live have a podcast relating to hooliganism and films have been made about glorifying football hooliganism.

Incidents of anti-social behaviour and public disorder at and around British football matches have been well documented in the media since the late Victorian period (Dunning et ah, 1988) Anti-social behaviour in and around football stadiums, where many fans meet up with friends and take recreational drugs and then they are going on an emotional rollercoaster watching their football team play 90 minutes. I will be researching how group mentality can turn into unsavoury actions on the terraces.


The Hillsborough disaster, In April 1989, ninety-six men, women and children, supporters of Liverpool Football Club, died in a severe crush at an FA Cup semi-final at Hillsborough Stadium (Scraton, P. (2013) and that has reshaped the nature of British policing at football games and how that was tested immensely at the Euro 2020 final at Wembley when thousands of ticketless fans stormed the gates at the stadium and forced entry into the ground. Both these tragedies have had enquires done the football association and the government.

Policing football matches in England last season cost taxpayers more than £30m as i reveals for the first time the true burden on the public purse of keeping people safe at stadiums. (Cunningham, S. (2024) with only a fraction of the cost being provided by the football clubs. Football clubs only pay for police who are inside the stadium and not those officers who are outside the stadium keeping fans safe.



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 
I am looking to explore the topic around hooliganism and violence on the terraces. I will also investigate the tribal nature of being a football fan, how they create “firms” and how that develops into violence between rival clubs and nations. How hooligans of yester year and hooligan of today differ and how they arrange their meet up with rival clubs.

I will analyse that way the football matches, the build and aftermath of the game are policed. I will look at how community engagement is vital and how football liaison officers work with supporter groups. Intelligence and prevention is a key to stopping rival fans for greeting each other in a violent way.

In this dissertation, I will be discussing the costs of funding on a match day and where this money comes from. How much do clubs contribute to cover the financial burden? How much is funded by the police force? How much football can boost the local economy can offset the cost of the policing of the matches



	LITERATURE REVIEW:
Government and football association reports in the Hillsborough tragedy and Wembley respectively. 

Several books on football hooliganism. Where the books will be discussing the nature of violence within football and the few keys reasons as to why hooliganism in football is accepted. 

A podcast with Tony Bellew ‘Gangster presents…...hooligans’, where he discusses at length about the hooliganism problems in the 80’s and onwards. Various tropics get discussed from how fans end up becoming fighters and talks about all the major disasters which have stemmed from hooliganism

I will be researching various articles around the cost of policing and who covers the costs 



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
Researching other papers into the ASB elements of football violence. 
Reading books into football “firms”
Looking at media articles into the cost of policing football. 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
I will be speaking to the football liaison officer for Gwent Police and looking to attend a few games with him, if the force allows this. I will be looking into insights from his role into being a football liaison officer, what’s is like daily and how much he intrigants himself with the local club and supporters’ groups. Seeking how much work goes into every home and away match and how he conducts himself with visiting football liaison officer and supporters



	ETHICAL ISSUES:
I can’t foresee any ethical issues arising in this dissertation that I am undertaking 

	TIME SCALE:
 I have already started to research topics within my dissertation and will continue until deadlines for certain section of the dissertation need to be handed in 
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