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This assignment will explore the Federal Republic of Somalia with regards to its location, population, ethnic groups and trade.  Somali culture will be explored by studying Somali customs and practices.  A comparison will be conducted between the United Kingdom’s (UK) and Somalia’s development indicators in order to demonstrate the deficit between living conditions in the UK and Somalia.  Economic, cultural, social and political barriers to global participation will be identified as well as specific barriers to education.  Scrutinisation of national and international agreements will occur as well as identification of flaws within the agreements.  Projects and programmes aimed at advancing Somalia will be recognised as well as the organisations responsible for funding the relevant projects and programmes.  Efforts to achieving sustainable development goals will be identified and results of intervention evaluated.  A global perspective on education will be researched, furthermore, the Transformationalist Theory (18th Century) and Modernisation Theory (1950’s) will be inspected and connections made to current efforts in Somalia.
Situated on the African continent, The Federal Republic of Somalia or Somalia as it is widely known, covers 627, 337 square kilometres of land (Worldatlas, 2015).  Somalia borders Djbouti, Ethiopia and Kenya, as well as the Red Sea and Indian Ocean (Lewis, 2019).  Somalia has an estimated population of 15.65 million and its capital city, Mogadishu, has a population of 1.4 million (Human Rights Watch (HRW), 2018).  It has a population density of roughly twenty-four people per square kilometre and is ranked the forty-fourth largest nation in the world (Worldatlas, 2015).  The currency in Somalia is the Somali shilling (Worldatlas, 2015).
The official language in Somalia is Somali, however, a large number of its inhabitants speak Arabic (World Population Review. Com, 2019).  Ethnic Somalis comprise eighty-five percent of the population and other ethnic groups, such as, Persians, Italians, Ethiopians, Indians, Bravanese, Benadiri and Bantus form the remainder of the population, mainly residing in the southern areas (World Population.com, 2019).  The majority of Somalis are Muslim and the focal point of Somali culture is family (Lewis et al, 2019).
Agriculture, livestock raising, fishing and forestry are the foundations of Somalia’s economy, making up three fifths of it (Encyclopaedia Britannica (EB), 2019).  Almost everything is imported in Somalia, however, livestock and bananas are vital export commodities (EB, 2019).  The average wage in Somalia is 261, 303 Somali shillings per month, which equates to 336.79 pounds (EB, 2019).  Due to low income most families are personally or indirectly involved in unorganised trading in order to survive (EB, 2019).
Girls typically get married between the ages of fourteen and fifteen in Somalia, with UNICEF (2018) reporting that eight percent of girls marry before the age of fifteen and forty-five percent marry before turning eighteen and are prepared for household duties from the age of seven onwards as women are expected to stay at home and have as many children as possible.  Men can have up to four wives providing they can support them financially (UNICEF, 2018; Lewis et al, 2019).  Male and female circumcision is widely practised in Somalia between the ages of birth to five years, with UNICEF (2018) reporting that almost one hundred percent of women have undergone female genital mutilation and cutting as it is considered to prepare girls for marriage and cleanse them (Lewis et al, 2019).  
There are no welfare or social systems in Somalia, and adults are expected to look after their elderly relatives, as elderly institutions are non-existent.  It is also very rare to see left-handed people in Somalia as the right hand is perceived as civilised and clean to perform daily tasks, due to this custom, parents will train their children from an early age to use their right hand and discourage the use of the left hand (Lewis et al, 2009).
Development indicators suggest that Somalia is one of the least developed countries in the world (UNICEF, 2018).  The country has a high rate of infant mortality, with one hundred and - seven infant deaths per one thousand births each year (UNICEF, 2018).  This is significantly higher than the UK’s infant mortality rate, which stands at 3.8 deaths per one thousand each year (Campbell, 2018).  There are also 0.03 doctors per one thousand patients compared to the UK’s two point eight doctors per one thousand patients (Moberly, 2017).  There are also only eight hospital beds per one thousand patients, which is not significantly lower than the UK, which has 10.7 beds per one thousand patients.
Male life expectancy in Somalia is 53.7 years, and female life expectancy is  55.4 years, with main causes of death resulting from diarrheal illnesses (World Population Review, 2019). In contrast Male life expectancy in the UK is 79.2 years, and 82.9 years for females (Therrien, 2018).
Only thirty-one percent of Somalis have access to clean drinking water and as little as twenty-three percent have access to clean sanitation services, however, Britain’s statistics are more encouraging with one hundred percent of the population having access to clean drinking water and ninety-eight percent of the population have access to clean sanitation services (World Population Review, 2019;World Health Organisation, 2015).
Malnourishment is a big issue in Somalia with 1.4 million malnourished children living there (Harper, 2017).  The UK has five hundred children living in food poverty, this is surprisingly high considering the UK is the sixth largest economy in the world (Pasha-Robinson, 2017).
Somalia has the highest number of youth unemployment in the world, with sixty-seven percent of its youths unemployed (UNICEF, 2015). This is concerning as seventy percent of its population are under thirty years of age (UNICEF, 2015).  The UK’s number of youth unemployment is 11.3 percent, however, statistics are not clear on the percentage of under thirties living in the UK (UK Government, 2019).
The overall literacy rate in Somalia is 37.8 percent, with females faring much worse than males, as the female literacy rate is 25.8 percent and the male literacy rate is 49.7 percent (Borgen Project, 2018).  Ninety-five percent of the UK’s population is literate, however female literacy attainment levels are much higher than males in the UK, with 22.5 females gaining A to C grades in English language GCSE and males significantly lower with 12.6 percent gaining A to C grades (Stephens, 2018).
Nearly two decades of civil war has left Somalia ‘chronically unstable and ungoverned (Harper, 2017, para 5).  The Somali government collapsed in 1991, leaving the inhabitants of Somalia completely ungoverned, this absence of central authority practically left Somalia lawless as legal frameworks were often conflicting and disconnected as varying tribes, authorities and militas applied their own depictions of the law (GAN Integrity Inc, 2019).  Many government and security officials have been assassinated.
As a result of the civil war there are three hundred and fifty thousand refugees in Somalia along with 2.7 million internally displaced people (HRW, 2018). The Islamist group Al-Shabab forcibly recruit members including children to fight against other groups, government agencies and foreign forces.  Al-Shabab have attacked many civilians, conducted arbitrary executions and are known for extorting taxes by threats (HRW, 2018).
Internally displaced people and children are exposed to serious danger of abuse such as sexual and gender- based violence, as well as children being maimed, killed and raped by armed men including government soldiers and militia members (HRW, 2018).
Abuse of power by various authorities is common in Somalia as children with alleged ties to Al-Shabab have been unlawfully arrested and prosecuted without legal counsel and kept in horrendous conditions by National Intelligence and Security Agencies.  Government and allied forces have also been illegally killing civilians (World Health Organisation, 2017).
Freedom of speech and expression is dangerous and often restricted in Somalia as eighteen journalists have been detained and five journalists found guilty of speaking out publicly on political matters.  Journalists are regularly attacked or killed, with no consequences for the perpetrators (HRW, 2018).
Humanitarian agencies face significant challenges reaching vulnerable groups as they are victims of targeted attacks by armed groups also Al-Shabab have prohibited United Nation’s (UN) organisations from providing relief in regions under its dominance as well as kidnapping a member of the International Committee of the Red Cross (Harper, 2017).  In 1992 UN and United States’ forces intervened to help Somalia, however, the situation was so bad that all foreign forces withdrew in 1994 (Lewis, 2019).
Somalia has been ranked the most corrupt country in the world as corrupt government officials receive bribes in return for tolerating illegal activities (GAN Integrity Inc, 2019).  Laws restricting corruption are not implemented as civil courts are unfunctional partly due to a mixture of traditional, customary, Sharia and formal law. (Heritage, 2019).
Although a central government was formed in 2002, it only controls part of the country leaving most parts without governance or administration, it has also failed to authorise a national security that is accountable to them.  The Somali National Army has been unproductive due to a shortage of funds, therefore there is an absence of a fully operational state of power (Seyle, 2015).
The civil war has destroyed the education system in Somalia due to all the aforementioned issues interlinking to effect educational engagement, as well as social, cultural and economic barriers making engagement to education particularly challenging (Educate a Child, 2019).  Only forty-two percent of Somali children attend school, this is considered as one of the lowest enrolment rates in the world (Educate A Child, 2019).  Before 2011 parents had to fund their child’s education, which excluded poverty- stricken children, especially girls as gender norms in Somalia favour boys, this could explain why only forty percent of girls attend schools in Somalia (Educate A Child, 2019).
The current clan structure in Somalia also excludes many girls from rural households with only eighteen percent of these girls attending school.  Arranged child marriages are particularly popular amid the nomadic communities regardless of the Family Code (1975) stating that males and females must be a minimum of eighteen years before marriage (Refugee Documentation Centre, 2013).  Arranged marriages between neighbouring clans ensures alliances as well as gifts such as pastured areas given in exchange for brides.  Although honour killings do not occur in Somalia, it would be unthinkable to refuse marriage as violence can occur because of this (Refugee Documentation Centre, 2013).  Al-Shabab also arrange mandatory marriages between young girls and their soldiers, also raped girls are often forced to marry their perpetrators as sex before marriage is forbidden (Hinteregger, 2017).  Many religious leaders permit child marriage ceremonies to take place (UNICEF, 2017).
The centralised system has been replaced by a large proportion of fee charging schools, which have a high number of insufficient teacher training and a low number of female teachers, this has led to inconsistent teaching approaches, various curricula and limited regulations and guidelines (UNICEF, 2018).
Many educators fled Somalia during the civil war and educational institutions were looted as support for Somalia decreased.  Although Somaliland declared free education in 2011, it could not retain teachers as the government could not pay the salaries (UNICEF, 2017). Only 0.6 percent of the national budget is allocated to education (UNICEF, 2016).
The United Nation’s Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) (1989) is a mandatory international agreement which covers the social, political, economic, civil, and cultural rights of children globally (Save the Children, no date).  Article twenty-eight of the UNCRC (1989, p.9) states ‘state parties recognise the right of the child to education…on the basis of equal opportunity…make primary education compulsory and available free to all’.  Article twenty-nine refers to the respect of human rights, culture and national values of countries (UN, 1989).  Although Somalia ratified the UNCRC (1989) in 2015, it is yet to sign or ratify the Convention on the Elimination of all forms of Discrimination Against Women (1979), which compels states to safeguard free consent to marriage (UNICEF,2015).
Garnier (2012) believes the UNCRC (1989) is too idealistic as social, economic and political differences which occur between countries make it challenging to apply the same rights to children globally.  ‘On an international level there is no authority with the power to sanction states and individuals with regard to the respect of children’s rights’ (Garner, 2012, para 33).
The UN, European Union, World Bank and international organisations such as, Save the Children, UNICEF and the Global Partnership for Education have implemented many programmes and projects to assist the Government of Somalia (GOS) to alleviate difficulties in Somalia (UNICEF, 2015).  Five projects have been launched to address the core problems in Somalia, which are gender discrimination, displacement, reconciliation, stabilisation, land disputes and peace building (UN, 2019).  The UN allocated fourteen million dollars of its peacebuilding fund to the UN Peacebuilding Priority Plan for Somalia (2016-2019) which aims to assist the GOS federal state building with reconciliation processes, this support claims to be community- driven to help the GOS achieve long-term and durable solutions (UN, 2019).
UNICEF Somalia concentrates on five areas of education, which are, formal basic education, basic alternative education, youth education and skills development and education in emergencies which aims to reach marginalised groups (UNICEF, 2015).  The Education Strategic Plan (2018-2020) was produced by the GOS with support from UNICEF and the UN to increase enrolment in schools by creating mobile schools with extra qualified teachers and providing teacher training programmes as well as school inspections and improvements.  The plan has also overseen a code of conduct for teachers in order to eliminate corporal punishment in Somali schools (UNICEF, 2015).
The United Nation’s Development Programme (UNDP) aims to address the seventeen sustainable development goals (SDG) which came into effect in 2015 (UN, 2019).  The SDG are also referred to as global goals as they expect countries to collaborate to take action to end poverty, promote peace and prosperity and take measures to protect the planet by 2030 (UN, 2019).  
The UNDP has managed to avert famine by including the Somali people in resilience programmes that prepares them for situations of drought and flooding (UN, 2019). The UNDP has also helped the education sector by providing access to education for 64,000 Somali displaced children as well as furnishing 800 classrooms, provided training for 1,912 teachers and developed 308 community education committees (Educate A Child, 2019).
The UNDP has ranked Somalia 165 out of 170 countries in relation to human development and recognises that Somalia faces numerous challenges in achieving sustainable development goals as ‘without peace, stability, human rights and effective governance…we cannot hope for sustainable development’ (UN, 2019, para 1).
Although the UNDP aims to help the people of Somalia, residents of Somalia who were employed by the UN believed they were alienated and isolated from decision making meetings and treated differently to other UN members of staff who had extravagantly furnished offices, while the Somali members of staff had to share one toilet (Hujale, 2019). A former Somali UN employee states that Somali employees have ‘no means of contributing to the agenda of the day…we had to just listen to items that were prepared without our knowledge’ (Koshin,2019,cited in Hujale, 2019, para 7).  Aid programmes are also considered to be failing due to absence of local involvement (Hujale, 2019).
The African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child (ACRWC) was adopted in 1999 as African countries were inadequately represented in the UNCRC (1989) as it did not recognise the realities of life for African children (UNICEF, 2017).  The ACRWC (1999) recognises the virtues, traditions and values of the African civilisation, with article eleven recognising a child’s right to an education (African Union, no date).  Somalia have signed the ACRWC (1999), however, they are yet to ratify it (UNICEF, 2015).
It is obvious by looking at Somalia that a global perspective on education is paramount to understanding causes of conflict and ways of avoiding potential conflict (Global Education Project, 2012).  ‘Global evidence shows that the type and quality of education can either fuel marginalisation, alienation, poverty and vulnerabilities of children and young people or strengthen societal resilience’ (UN, 2019, p.17).
A global perspective on education considers human society and environments globally and concentrates on five themes, which are: interdependence and globalisation, identity and cultural diversity, social justice and human rights, peace building and conflict resolution and sustainable futures.  The themes consider how political economic and social connections effect different cultures and people, understanding different cultures, the impact of discrimination and prejudice, ways of avoiding and resolving conflict and preservation of the environment for future generations (Global Education Project, 2012).  
Parjanad (2009) believes that globalisation can be dangerous to small groups as it is a dominance of European culture above all else as he states ‘globalisation poses a threat to small nations and ensures the dominance of Anglo-Saxon culture over others’ (Parjanad, 2012, p.77).
The Transformationalist view of globalisation (18th Century) sees the course of culture between developing countries and Western civilisation as a mutual transaction, whereby all cultures benefit, a process known as glocalisation (Thompson, 2015).  This is certainly the case in Somalia, with the Somali people trying to rebuild their government and overcome their repressive system with a democratic system, similar to the UK.
Modernisation Theory (1950’s) maintains that poorer countries’ cultures and beliefs have hindered their development and conclude that underdeveloped countries need to adopt Westernised systems and values in order to develop (Thompson, 2017).  Modernisation Theory (1950’s) determines that financial assistance, such as aid and Western proficiency is essential in order to assist underdeveloped countries become modern and prosperous countries (Thompson, 2017).  Modernisation Theory (1950’s) is evident in Somalia as Western countries and organisations offer expertise and financial support to assist Somalia’s political, social and financial crises.  The UN (2019) believe that long-term development gains are being prevented in Somalia due to their continuous need for humanitarian assistance.
Somalia face an enormous amount of political, economic, social and cultural barriers to engagement in education.  Although these barriers appear to be autonomous, it is of utmost importance to recognise that each barrier is interlinked and addressing all issues is paramount to improving the Somali education system and its civilisation. 
 By studying Maslow’s hierarchy of needs (1943) it is hard to envision a progression in SDGs in Somalia as Maslow claimed that humans were driven by basic human needs and he placed these needs in order of importance, which he depicted in a pyramid, with psychological needs of food, shelter and warmth being the primary need for humans (McLeod, 2018).  These elements are lacking in Somalia as there are 1.4 million malnourished children living there as well as 2.7 million internally displaced people (HRW, 2018; Harper, 2017).  
The people of Somalia are also lacking in the second phase of Maslow’s pyramid, which is safety needs, which includes exemption of fear, as the civil war has eroded Somalia’s civilisation and placed the people in constant fear of their lives.  The third phase in Maslow’s pyramid is love and belonging which maintains that love and belonging are essential for fulfilment (McLeod, 2018).  These needs might be met in Somalia, however Maslow claimed that basic needs had to be met in order to climb his pyramid of needs, therefore, without fulfilling a persons psychological and safety needs, it would be impossible for love and belonging alone to allow a child to reach life-fulfilment (McLeod, 2018).
Maslow (1943) maintained that people had to have self-respect and respect for others in order to reach the fifth and final tier of his pyramid, which is self-actualisation, however, the people of Somalia are not respected by members of different militias, Al-Shabab, and occasionally government organisations, as they are often, emotionally, physically and sexually abused (UNICEF, 2015).
The UNCRCs (1989) articles are significant in children’s human rights, however, they are too idealistic in Somalia’s case as circumstances make it impossible to implement them.  The African Charter (1999) is a step in the right direction for African countries as it considers their way of life, nevertheless, if countries do not ratify the charter, which is the case in Somalia, the agreement is completely ineffective.
It is indisputable that national and international organisations have been essential in re-building Somalia, socially, politically, economically and educationally, however, there is a fine line between providing assistance and dominating a culture as the Somali people’s account of their dealings with the UN in re-building Somalia clearly display dominance and alienation (Hujale, 2019).
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