The way heritage is displayed in the town of Pembroke, Pembrokeshire
Pembroke is a small, rural town, with a population of 7,552 people in 2011 according to the UK office of National Statistics The populations was estimated to be almost 7,957 by 2018 (as cited in city population, 2017). It is situated in south-west Wales, in the south of Pembrokeshire county. There is evidence that the town has been populated for thousands of years. Due to an archaeological dig at the Priory Farm cave where they salvaged human bones, bronze age tools and even animal bones of a mammoth, a bear, a wolf and a hyena that were dated back to before the last ice age and during the Mesolithic period (pembrokestory, archaeology, nd). The actual town itself was founded in 1093 by Rodger de Montgomery when he started to build the wooden foundations of Pembroke castle, but when he died only a few years later it was then taken over by his son Arnulf de Montgomery, Earl of Pembroke (Curtis, 1921). 
The most well-known and important aspect of the town of Pembroke is the castle. As previously stated, the castle’s first foundations were built by Rodger de Montgomery and Arnulf de Montgomery in 1093 but nothing from the original timber castle is preserved. Most of the castle as we know it today was built in stone by a knight by the name of William Marshal in the spring of 1201 following his visit to the castle in the autumn of 1200 (Ludlow, 2019, p 222). The building of the great keep (Donjon) and hall are also attributed to William Marshal (Cartwright, 2018). There are many reasons why Pembroke castle is a very important castle, but one of the most significant reasons is it that it was the birthplace of Henry Tudor, who of course was the founder of the Tudor dynasty and the father of the prolific Henry the VIII. It was previously thought that Henry Tudor was born in the tower overlooking the West Gate but in 2018 an archaeological dig by Dyfed Archaeological Trust commenced just in front of the Westgate tower (Pembroke Castle Dig Diary 2018, 2018). There has been a previous excavation by Major Ivor Philips of the same site in the 1930s, but nothing was recorded from it as it was privately owned at the time. They found the foundations of a manor house, this is more likely to be the actual location of Henry’s birth. 
There is a naturally formed cave named Wogan’s cavern that is located underneath Pembroke castle that can be accessed by a Norman staircase in the northern hall, or from the bottom of the hill next to the millpond. There is going to be an archaeological dig that is supposed to start there within the next few years. There have been no official excavations of Wogans cavern, but people have found evidence of people and animals living there from over 12,000 years ago in the form of tools and bones.
The last major event that was to happen in the castle and Pembroke was during the second civil war 1642-48. (John, 2008). Even Cromwell himself came down to Pembroke to oversee the felling of the walls of the castle itself and the surrounding town walls in 1648 when John Poyer (the mayor of Pembroke at the time) surrendered the castle in the same year (John, 2008, p. 147). Despite this also being a pretty significant event there isn’t many exhibits or information around the town to do with it. In the castle there are wax figures depicting a fight between Oliver Cromwell’s troops and John Poyer’s royalists. Poyer is depicted as more of a martyr for Pembroke. There is a street named after him as well as a wooden bench placed outside of St Michael’s Church in Main Street.
In the two last decades or so there has been a push for the castle to expand and develop as a venue for secular events and to promote itself to the wider community, because it has been recognised that the castle had not fully realised its potential. In the centre of the castle grounds there is a massive map of Wales showing some of Wales’ most important castles. The map was painted and revealed in 2014. The map was made as a part of Cadw’s heritage tourism project and was a multi- organisational effort funded by the European Regional Development Fund, in partnership with Carmarthenshire County Council. The size of the map is 1,100 sqm and is thought to be the largest painting in Great Britain, as well as the largest map of Wales in the world (The Great Map, n.d). it was previously a tennis court that belonged to the previous owner Ivor Phillips. Due to Cadw’s restrictions, they couldn’t remove the tarmac of the tennis court, so it was decided that it would be used for more aesthetic purposes. 
Throughout the year there are different events that go on in the castle that showcase different kinds of things from the local community. During the summer there are a plethora of events that go on. A lot of them are for children, such as, plays, knight school, and re-enactments of events that happened in the castle in the. In November there is a Christmas market where many local businesses set up stalls to sells their products. Every year in October the Michaelmas fair sets up in Main Street and this is a tradition that has continued from the medieval times all the way up to present times. Part of Main Street is blocked off during the evenings that the fair is there. The fair comes every mid-October to preserve its right to continue. The Mayor of Pembroke opens the fair each year, but particularly during the summer months a Town Cryer, dressed in traditional costume, makes announcements in the street of coming events, calling attention by the ringing of a hand held bell.
In 2018 a new school was built, to replace Pembroke Comprehensive School. When the new school was finally finished, a few hundred metres from the original school, many different names were suggested for the new school. The most popular name amongst the students, staff and local people was the Henry Tudor school or Ysgol Harri Tudur. The crest for the school and the school uniform is the Tudor rose. 
In 2017 the Pembroke and Monkton local history society unveiled a bronze statue of Henry VII himself, built on the mill pond bridge and to the north of the castle (Henry VII Statue, 2017). Following the success of this statue, on the 2nd February 2019 the Pembroke and Monkton Local History Society revealed their plans to make a second statue scheme commemorating another important historical figure for Pembroke, which is William Marshal, the Earl of Pembroke, who played a huge part in the rebuilding of the castle. The day they revealed their plans for this statue marked the 800th year anniversary of Marshal’s death (A second statue for Pembroke, 2019).
Main Street is home to a lot of Pembroke history, and is represented in the town trail. The town trail starts at the town hall and takes you all the way around Pembroke, showing off its main features. When you walk around the town there are small round plaques on the floor with numbers, each plaque is next to a significant building or landmark. There is a leaflet and a map that goes into more details on the history of these sites and why they are significant to the town. 
In main street next to St Michael’s Church and the bench dedicated to John Poyer, there is a Tudor Rose inlayed into the square. It was constructed as part of the Pembroke Main Street improvement scheme during 2013 (Tudor Rose steps up for Pembroke, 2013).
St Marys Church stands at the western end of Main Street, in view of the castle. Outside the Church there is another commemorative bench, but this one is dedicated to Henry Tudor himself. Opposite the Church lies the Town Hall which is home to Pembroke Museum which is housed upstairs in the old Court Room. The museum itself mostly consists of old photos of the town, but also contains a traditional 18th century Welsh dress, children’s toys and some artefacts relating to the Pembroke and Pembroke Dock’s maritime history. All around the Town Hall you can see there are a series of murals on the walls illustrating Pembroke town throughout history from the first settlers during and before the Mesolithic period all the way up until now (Pembroke Museum, n.d.).
Next to Pembroke Castle, there are a set of derelict houses that are owned by Pembrokeshire County Council. They have set out to restore these buildings as a new heritage centre as part of the South Quay development project and Pembrokeshire County Council’s regeneration scheme. Upwards of £4.425 million have already been approved for the project (Tenders Invited for Major Pembroke Redevelopment Project, 2020).
On the outskirts of Pembroke town in Monkton stands the Priory Church. This church is the oldest church in Pembroke, but it was abandoned during the dissolution of the monasteries in 1538 (Wiles, 2002). The site of the abandoned church was taken advantage of by Oliver Cromwell during the siege and is where he set up his canons (The Priory Church, n.d.).  Next to the church stands the Old Hall. It is owned privately by the Landmark Trust and is still in use as holiday accommodation.
The Pembroke Town Walls Trust is an organisation founded in 2011 whose main goal is to preserve the archaeology of the town and the walls. In 2013 they proposed the idea of creating a community garden behind the Tabernacle United Reformed Church that is situated in the middle of main street (Pembroke Town Walls trust, n.d.). This project was to be in collaboration with the pilot project ‘A journey Though Time’. The plot behind the Tabernacle church, which was a burgage plot, but today lays overgrown and unused (pembrokestory, n.d.). Some development to the east of the town, has altered this time-honoured tradition, by the creation of new flats. In 2017 this project was refused by the Pembrokeshire county council attributed to the fact that the project would disrupt the town wall itself and, if constructed, it would go against the plans to preserve the wall and would put it in harm’s way. The gardens either side of Main Street are mostly burgage plots and contribute to the rural and heritage characteristics of the town. What is remaining of Pembroke’s town wall, is mostly situated down at the Commons, at the south side of Pembroke. St Bernard’s Tower is located on the north eastern corner of the Pembroke town wall, by the millpond. It was built sometime in the 13th/14th century and was used as a garrison (Barnard’s Tower, n.d.).
They heritage of Pembroke town is displayed in more than a few ways but its heritage has only been properly explored, recorded in detail and exploited within the last few decades as previously stated. There is a huge focus on the Tudor period, and rightly so, but it seems to almost overshadow some of the other important events that has happened in Pembroke in the past. 
The fact that Pembroke is only now owning and actively displaying its heritage maybe due in part to economic factors. Wages in the area have been traditionally low for a long time. Monkton, for example, scored so highly in terms of deprivation indices that at one time it ranked 4th in the whole of Wales. Another reason may be that interest in Pembroke was superseded during the second world war by Pembroke Dock and its own substantial military and maritime heritage. Most significantly, it was the home of the Sunderland Flying Boat and there is also a garrison in the town, which was approached over a narrow bridge. This is not to mention the Napoleonic gun towers which are also of great historical value. All these features are less than 3 miles from Pembroke town.
A recent resurgence in interest in local history is due in part to television programs covering archaeological digs such as Time Team. The discovery of the body of Richard III has made many local people aware of the history and importance of Pembroke, notably because it is Henry Tudor’s birthplace. England has celebrated the discovery of Richard III and created a heritage centre dedicated to him. This has prompted excitement and discussion on how to best preserve and promote Pembroke’s heritage, as many would argue that Henry VII’s legacy is more valuable. Of course, Pembroke is now reinventing itself as a destination for film makers as shown in the film Me Before You (2016) and Bad Education (2015). However, hopefully within the next 5 years a heritage centre dedicated to Henry VII and the Tudor dynasty will find a permanent home in the town where he was born preserving its history for years to come.
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