Hidden Curriculum
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The school I’d like would be one whose primary aim was to teach me how to live. Today academic knowledge has become the sole interest of many schools.
(Christina: 16: The School That I’d Like: 1967: Cited in Claxton, G: 2008: 27)








What is important about what pupils learn in school is not primarily the ‘overt’ curriculum of subjects like French and Biology, but values and beliefs such as conformity, knowing one’s place, waiting one's turn, competitiveness, individual worth and deference to authority. The hidden curriculum teaches pupils ‘the way life is’ and that education is something that is done to them rather than something that they do. The prevailing values of society are ‘picked-up’ by pupils.’
(Whitty & Young 1976)
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The Hidden Curriculum

	Functionalist
	Marxian

	· Creating social cohesion
· Teaching skills for employment
· Teaching core values
· Meritocracy

	· Teach people to conform to society 
· Respect for dominant ideas.
· Gender roles to be accepted in society 
· To follow teachers’ instructions in the same way you must follow employers
· Being punctual as your time belongs to your teacher/school and not you. 
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People with autism do not learn social behaviour in the same way as their neuro-typical peers. 
(Breakey, 2006)
Too Hidden????
However in Further Education where the constraints of the National Curriculum are not dictating the delivery, the proposals from Professor Wolf’s report recommending removing the perverse incentives created by the funding system and performance tables, to enter students for low quality qualifications could mean that courses can be more student centred and individualised lending the curriculum to a more process objective philosophy which in turn promotes the Hidden Curriculum. 

‘McDonaldism’ 
Ritzer 1996
           ‘It is nonsense to assume that this kind of active learning can be promoted in all pupils by exactly the same kind of educational diet, as provided, for example, by the National Curriculum or even by the programme of ‘intrinsically worthwhile activities’ advocated by the philosophers of education. That kind of content-based curriculum, as we have seen, leads for many pupils to failure, inequality and ultimate disaffection and alienation.’
	(Kelly, A, 2010, p 100)

Sociological Perspectives

‘‘Throughout the official literature on the National Curriculum, we are offered a commercial/industrial imagery which encourages us to see schools as factories. Teachers are invited to view their task as one of ‘delivering’ a ‘product;’ they are subjected to ‘quality-control mechanisms;’ they are encouraged to focus their efforts on ‘increased productivity,’ usually at a more ‘economic costing;’
	(Blenkin et al, 1992, p141)

Skinner 
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Hidden vs Curriculum Educational Theory

A process-based framework adapted from Kellett and Nind (2003: 134)

· Operant Conditioning
· Rewards and Sanctions
National Curriculum

· Spiral Curriculum
· Process Learning
‘At the heart of the educational process lies the child.’ P7
Taylor Report 1974
Bruner
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Hidden Curriculum was embedded. A characteristic of teachers’ professionalism was their freedom to design, deliver and teach unhindered by external pressures. (Hayes, 2001)

Piaget 1969
‘The school curriculum is at the heart of education.’
(DES 1981)


Subject Related Processes


Learning to learn processes


General Processes


Leila Morne
1907467

image1.png




image2.svg
  
.MsftOfcThm_Accent1_lumMod_75_Stroke {
 stroke:#2F5597; 
}

 


image3.png




image4.svg
  
.MsftOfcThm_Accent1_lumMod_75_Stroke {
 stroke:#2F5597; 
}

 


image5.png




image6.svg
  
.MsftOfcThm_Accent1_lumMod_75_Stroke {
 stroke:#2F5597; 
}

 


image7.jpeg




image8.png




image9.png




image10.svg
    


image11.jpeg
Imagination




image12.jpeg




image13.jpeg




image14.jpg




image15.jpeg




image16.png




image17.png




