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Survey design
A survey is far more than just a questionnaire. It is a way of collecting the accurate information needed to answer the research questions raised by your research project. 

Your task
In groups of 3, decide on a topic that you would find interesting to do as a project. For the next few weeks you will develop a survey (i.e. a questionnaire or other data collection method) suitable for that topic.
· What type of survey you would use to collect information on your topic?
· Write down two or three objectives of your survey
· Any ambiguous terms that need to be defined
· The source of your survey objectives - perceived need, literature review, or asking experts
· The goal of the survey - is it to describe a phenomenon of interest (descriptive survey) or to assess the impact of something (experimental survey)
· If descriptive, will it be cross-sectional, cohort, or case-controlled?
· If experimental, with the subjects be assigned to random groups or are they already in organised groups? 
· Will the subjects be compared to their own previous performance? 
· Will the survey's data be compared against data from previous surveys performed by other people?

Hints
If your topic is a very general one then you may need to come up with an example research question that you could answer if you were doing that topic as your project.

It is often possible to perform a project in several different ways depending upon the precise aims and objectives of the project. Where the information is collected might also affect how the project is structured - it is possible to interview people on the street or to bring them into the lab; questionnaires may be sent out on paper, by email, using an online survey tool, or by asking people directly.






 
