


“Men commit crime at higher rates than women, are involved in more serious and violent offending, and are more prone to recidivism” (Heidensohn and Silvestri, 2012”
Use Feminist criminological theory to critically evaluate this statement.

Heidensohn and Silvestri (2012) believe that men were ultimately more likely to commit crime, more involved in crime, and prone to reoffending. Research into females and crime only came to light through the 1960s and 1970s, focusing mainly on equality and gender differences in terms of offending. The research into males and crime has been ongoing much before the time of females, resulting in much more information, findings, and conclusions (Criminal Justice, 2022). The argument is whether females have been researched enough to conclude that men are ultimately the root of crime as they were not taken seriously for so long. To do this, research into early theorists will be conducted, to begin with, before progressing onto feminist criminology and the clear gender gap criminology holds. Statistics on crime rates and reoffending rates of women compared to men will be considered as they are a true reflection of our criminal justice system. In addition, it is also important to note the role of victimisation and theories of identity to confirm behaviour.  
The earliest theorist into the female offender was Cesare Lombroso. He researched the physiological and psychological determinants of female criminality by mainly researching prostitutes as female offenders. However, W. I. Thomas argued that males and females differentiated through basic biological reasons. He stated that males were “katabolic” suggesting that they are active and dynamic, whereas females were “anabolic” suggesting motionless, lethargic individuals (Schram and Tibbetts, 2017). Linking females and crime, Thomas argued that females went into prostitution to seek desire and new experiences. Otto Pollak had the most successful research as he considered sociological factors as well as solely biological factors. Pollak stated that a female’s criminality reflects their biological nature in certain cultural settings (Schram and Tibbetts, 2017). However, there are many gaps in these theories as they are heavily focused on female sexuality or stereotypical traits such as manipulation to explain criminal behaviour. Factors such as economic, political, or social were not widely researched, therefore a comprehensive understanding of females and crime was not reached (Schram and Tibbets, 2017). The core theorists of feminist criminology are male, which could bias the theories as they themselves carry these “active and dynamic” traits that Thomas suggests males carry. It is ironic that male theorists research mainly prostitution as a crime for females, potentially sexualising them and ultimately suggesting that females are not capable of violent crimes. 
Females were underrepresented for years; however, a shift was created by the publication of Carol Smart’s Women, Crime and Criminology (1976) which impacted a whole new look for feminist criminology, suggesting the study of men and crime should be widened out to women to enable a true reflection of criminology and the sociology of deviance. Smart’s work contributed heavily to the inclusion of women in almost every textbook (Liebling et al, 2017). Due to this, an early phase of ‘Doing Gender’ by Candace West and Don H. Zimmerman (1987) occurred which ultimately developed into a consideration of how gender impacts crime and the response it holds, seeing gender as an achieved status that is constructed through psychological, cultural, and social means. Thereafter, ‘Doing Difference’ saw women as victims and offenders and described how this was reflected within the criminal justice practices (West and Zimmerman, 1987). These shifts meant that feminists were finally getting the recognition they deserved after being blatantly ignored, however further research into females as a contrast to males in terms of crime was yet to come. 
There was a clear lack of attention to gender in criminology and since the sexist approaches from Lombroso, Thomas, and Pollak, the focus on gender differences were undermined (Liebling et al, 2017). Firstly, it was proposed to include females in research that already existed, however, that was later disregarded, and it was thought that new research would be the most beneficial. Following this, to assert the role of males and power, the feminist theoretical work on the social construction of gender and concepts lead to a shift in considering gender and inequality. Considering this shift, the nature of gender and gender as a social practice allowed theorists to explore the relationship deeper by identifying inequalities such as race, class, and age (Liebling et al, 2017). By exploring these inequalities, a better understanding of why males are believed to dominate crime other than women. 
Although ground-breaking research was now being conducted into females and crime, the fight for equality through feminism led to greater aggressiveness, and competitiveness, ultimately leading to criminality. Women were now leaving the traditional household roles given to them by men and were becoming more involved in every aspect of life, including offending (Newburn, 2017). Due to the rise of feminism, women were now in the limelight for critiques, with employment on the rise for women, they still had to conduct domestic and childcare responsibilities. Moreover, women were receiving considerably less earnings than men which if you factor in the potential situations of poverty, traditional responsibilities, and additional stress, it is no wonder female crime rates were on the rise and evening out the gender gap (Newburn, 2017). 
The generalisability approach was theorised to design an understanding of male and female offending. However, criticisms of the approach suggest that it overlooks inequality, failing to consider economic, ethical, and structural circumstances that are occupied by men and women, in addition to ignoring class and race which are ultimately important in explaining patterns of offending (Newburn, 2017). To explore patterns of offending, the level of analysis using the statistics of crime rates is crucial. In recent years, equality is on the rise and the inclusion of all is favoured. Due to this, statistics of offending rates are split between gender, age, race, and religion, making research for theorists easier. 
Despite feminist criminological theories and approaches, what statistics are there surrounding females and crime, and is crime still on the rise for females as stated by Newburn (2017). According to statistics published by Clark (2022a), the number of females that were arrested for offences in England and Wales in the year 2021/22 stands at around 96,000, whereas for males the statistics stand at 548,000. This suggests that Heidensohn and Silvestri (2012) are correct in stating that men do commit more crimes than women. These statistics have changed over the years, with statistics from the same source, in the year 2006/07, the number of male arrests stood at 1182,000. It is astonishing that crime rates were once that high and likewise, female arrests were higher at a number of 242,000 (Clark, 2022a). Ultimately, it is evident that the number of arrests over the years has been decreasing in terms of males and females. However, this is rather general as it does not consider the types of offences they are being arrested for. A lot of changes and challenges have been faced over the years within the UK, such as social, economic, and political. It is possible that these have had an impact on the reduction of arrests, although it is important to note that these statistics reflect arrests for offences, made by the police which is an issue as the number of police officers over the years has decreased (Clark, 2022b). Therefore, it is possible that there is a link between the number of police officers decreasing and the number of arrests decreasing. Additionally, it is interesting to see the majority of crimes that men commit and how they compare to women. 
Through exploring statistics of what crimes males and females get arrested for, the Ministry of Justice (2020) found that in England and Wales in 2019, 46% of females were arrested for violence against a person, compared to 39% of males. Additionally, females had the larger percentage of theft offences at 19%, compared to males at 16%. Fraud offences as the lowest arrest rates for males and females, although females stood at 2% whereas males were only 1%. These were the only three offences that females had a higher arrest rate compared to men in 2019. However, females and males both had a percentage of 7% for public order offences, criminal damage and arson, and miscellaneous crimes against society (Ministry of Justice (2020). These statistics show that in terms of arrests, females can commit crimes at a larger percentage than males. In this case, some of these crimes are violent, and as Heidensohn and Silvestri (2012) stated, males are more involved in serious and violent crimes than females, which suggests that these statistics can contradict the statement. Of course, males had a higher percentage for sexual offences, robbery, drug offences, and possession of weapons, which can be violent crimes (Ministry of Justice, 2020). But females cannot be disregarded as there are certain crimes, some violent, that see females at a higher percentage than males. In addition to this, the number of females being dealt with by the criminal justice system is at a standstill, there has not been much movement in terms of figures, whereas males have seen a significant decrease from 1,150,000 in 2015 to 968,000 in 2019 (National Statistics, 2020). Crime rates for both males and females are decreasing, but for males, the decline is faster and more evident than for females which are slowly decreasing (Thompson, 2021).
Heidensohn and Silvestri (2012) state that males are more prone to recidivism, likewise, the Justice Committee (2022) states that there were more female first-time offenders at a percentage of 35, compared to a percentage of 22 for males in 2019. Moreover, the reoffending rate for males is higher, at 30%, whereas for females is at 23%. Despite this, the average number of reoffences per reoffender for females was 4.33, compared to 3.99 for males. This suggests that even though male offenders are seen as more likely to reoffend, the number of female offenders is still on the rise, whether they are first-time offenders or reoffenders. A study in Benda (2005) suggested that urban residence, abuse, criminal partner, drugs, and mental health are more likely to relate to recidivism for females rather than males. Moreover, males are related to criminal peer associations, weapons, substance abuse, and aggression, in terms of recidivism. Ultimately, this suggests that female reoffenders are more likely to have abusive relations, possibly with a male, whereas the male reoffender is involved with violent associations. Females are often involved in the criminal justice system because of repeated victimisation (HM Inspectorate of Probation, 2021). Both males and females experience violence and abuse, however females are considerably more likely to be a victim of repeated abuse such as sexual violence, physical, psychological, or emotional abuse, or violence that can result in injury or death (Women’s Aid, 2022). In terms of feminist victimology, little attention was paid to the world of the family, ignoring the potentially abusive behaviour of men because there was little acceptance of that behaviour. In addition to this, the criminal justice system has failed to consider female victimisation and how it has been the result of a male-dominated system. This has allowed recognition of the importance power has in shaping social relations and the influence social context has on behaviour (Newburn, 2017). In relation to this, social identity theory suggests a person’s self-concept is constructed based on membership in a particular group. In conjunction with incarceration, exposure to other inmates, especially over a long period of time, increases the development of deviant attitudes, which increases criminal views of the self. This suggests that reoffending could partially be caused by criminal social identity (Boduszek et al, 2021). 
In conclusion, it has been proven that females do not commit crime as much as males, however, females in the criminal justice system that have a history of violence and abuse are over-represented and are victims just as much as they are offenders. In addition, females commit more acquisitive crimes than males who are involved in more serious violent crimes. However, it is still important to note that females are most definitely capable of the crimes males commit, but the reasons why they do are different and for females, this reason is disproportionately due to victimisation. Moreover, reoffending is seen more in males which can be due to criminal social identity as males seem to be incarcerated longer. The statement by Heidensohn and Silvestri (2012) is correct, however, females should not be disregarded in terms of offending as they are very much so, capable. 
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