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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: How effective is UK Police as a deterrent to terrorism in the UK.

INTRODUCTION:

The effectiveness of the UK Police as a deterrent to terrorism is a critical topic, given the ongoing threat of terrorism to national security. Understanding the police's role in preventing terrorist activities can contribute to broader discussions on national security strategies, public safety, and law enforcement practices. This topic is timely and relevant, especially in the context of increasing global terrorism and the evolving methods used by terrorists to carry out attacks.

Terrorism remains a significant threat in the UK, as evidenced by recent attacks and ongoing security alerts. Analysing the effectiveness of police measures in deterring terrorism is crucial for informing policy and enhancing public safety.

This dissertation can contribute to the academic field of criminology and security studies by providing empirical data and analysis on the police's role in counter-terrorism. It bridges gaps in existing research and adds to the scholarly debate on effective counter-terrorism strategies.

The findings of this research could have practical implications for law enforcement agencies and policymakers. By identifying strengths and weaknesses in current police practices, the study can suggest improvements and inform future policy decisions.

The UK has experienced several high-profile terrorist attacks in recent years, including the Manchester Arena bombing in 2017 and the London Bridge attacks in 2017 and 2019. These incidents have highlighted the importance of effective counter-terrorism measures. The UK Police play a pivotal role in preventing, detecting, and responding to terrorist threats. Their responsibilities include intelligence gathering, surveillance, community policing, and rapid response to incidents.

Counter-terrorism in the UK is coordinated through various agencies, including the Metropolitan Police's Counter Terrorism Command (SO15) and the national Counter Terrorism Policing Network. These bodies work in collaboration with MI5, the domestic intelligence service, and other security agencies. The UK's counter-terrorism strategy, known as CONTEST, comprises four key pillars: Prevent, Pursue, Protect, and Prepare. The police are heavily involved in each of these areas, from preventing radicalization to pursuing suspects and protecting public spaces.

Researching the effectiveness of the UK Police as a deterrent to terrorism is justified for several reasons

Understanding how police measures contribute to deterring terrorism can help improve public safety and reduce the likelihood of future attacks.

The research can provide valuable insights for policymakers, helping them to refine counter-terrorism strategies and allocate resources more effectively.

By examining the police's role in counter-terrorism, the study contributes to the broader academic discourse on security and law enforcement, providing empirical evidence and theoretical analysis.

Initial readings reveal a complex landscape of counter-terrorism efforts involving multiple agencies and strategies.

Counter-Terrorism Policing in the UK, by Philip Burke: This book provides an overview of the structure, functions, and challenges faced by counter-terrorism policing in the UK.

The UK’s Prevent Strategy: An Evaluation by Paul Thomas: This article critically examines the effectiveness of the Prevent strategy, a key component of the UK's counter-terrorism approach (Thomas, 2012).

Policing Terrorism: Research Studies into Police Counter-Terrorism Investigations, by David Lowe: This collection of studies explores various aspects of police work in counter-terrorism, including intelligence operations and community engagement.


By delving into these readings, the dissertation will build a robust theoretical framework and provide a comprehensive analysis of the UK Police's role in deterring terrorism. The research will employ a mixed-methods approach, combining quantitative data on terrorist incidents and police interventions with qualitative insights from interviews with law enforcement professionals. This methodology will ensure a well-rounded examination of the topic, offering both statistical analysis and in-depth perspectives on the effectiveness of police counter-terrorism measures.


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 


Evaluate the Effectiveness of Current Police Counter-Terrorism Strategies:
Analyse existing counter-terrorism measures employed by the UK Police, including surveillance, intelligence gathering, and rapid response tactics.
Assess the impact of these measures on preventing terrorist attacks and reducing the overall threat level.

Analyse the Coordination Between Police and Other Security Agencies:
Explore the collaboration between the UK Police and other agencies such as MI5, the Counter Terrorism Policing Network, and international partners.
Assess how inter-agency coordination affects the overall efficiency and effectiveness of counter-terrorism efforts.

Identify Areas for Improvement in Police Counter-Terrorism Practices:
Highlight the strengths and weaknesses of current police counter-terrorism practices.



	LITERATURE REVIEW:

Textbooks

Burke, (2018) provides a comprehensive overview of the structures, functions, and challenges faced by counter-terrorism policing in the UK. Also explores various strategies and operational practices employed by the UK Police in preventing and responding to terrorism (Burke, P., 2018).



Lowe ((2019), presents a collection of research studies focusing on different aspects of police work in counter-terrorism, including intelligence operations and community engagement. Also offers empirical data and case studies that highlight the practical challenges and successes in counter-terrorism policing (Lowe, D., 2019).



Journals and Articles
Paul Thomas, (2012) critically examines the UK’s Prevent strategy, which aims to prevent radicalization and terrorism.
He provides insights into the effectiveness and criticisms of the strategy, highlighting areas for improvement and the role of police in its implementation (Thomas, P., 2012).


Innes et al, ((2007) discusses the concept of community intelligence-led policing and its application in counter-terrorism.
They evaluate the effectiveness of involving community members in intelligence gathering and the impact on trust and cooperation (Innes et al., 2007).


Government Reports
The United Kingdom’s Strategy for Countering Terrorism (2018).

Outlines the UK’s national counter-terrorism strategy, known as CONTEST, including its four pillars: Prevent, Pursue, Protect, and Prepare.
Details the roles and responsibilities of various agencies, including the police, in implementing the strategy.
Home Office, 2020. Review of the Prevent Strategy. London: HMSO:
Provides an official review of the Prevent strategy, assessing its effectiveness and impact. Offers recommendations for future improvements, particularly in the context of policing and community engagement (HM Government, 2018).

Organisational Strategic Plans
Metropolitan Police Service’s Counter Terrorism Command Strategy ((2021).

Details the strategic objectives and operational plans of the Metropolitan Police’s Counter Terrorism Command.
Highlights the key priorities, challenges, and initiatives aimed at enhancing the effectiveness of counter-terrorism efforts (Metropolitan Police Service, 2021).



Existing research provides a solid foundation for understanding the complexities of counter-terrorism policing. The literature highlights various aspects of counter-terrorism efforts, including strategy, implementation, community engagement, and inter-agency collaboration.

While substantial research exists on counter-terrorism strategies and police practices, gaps remain in understanding the overall effectiveness of these measures as a deterrent to terrorism. Specifically, there is a need for comprehensive empirical analysis that combines quantitative data on police interventions with qualitative insights from practitioners and community members.

This dissertation builds on the foundational work of previous scholars and practitioners who have contributed to the understanding of counter-terrorism policing. By integrating their insights with new empirical research, this study aims to provide a nuanced and updated analysis of the effectiveness of UK Police in deterring terrorism.


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

A literature review will provide a comprehensive understanding of existing theories, models, and findings related to counter-terrorism policing. It will help to contextualize the research within the broader academic discourse and identify gaps that the dissertation aims to address.

Quantitative analysis involves the collection and analysis of numerical data, such as statistics on terrorist incidents, police interventions, and outcomes. This method will help to objectively measure the effectiveness of police counter-terrorism efforts.

 Reviewing interviews with law enforcement officials, counter-terrorism experts, and community leaders will provide in-depth insights into the practical aspects of counter-terrorism policing. These interviews will explore the experiences, perceptions, and opinions of those directly involved in or affected by counter-terrorism efforts.


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
This survey will be a general one for members of the public, my dissertation is about how effective UK police is as a deterrent to terrorism and the best type of person to ask would be an everyday person. Public opinion is important for evaluating the legitimacy and social acceptance of counter-terrorism measures, which can influence their overall effectiveness.

	ETHICAL ISSUES:

Protecting the identity and personal information of participants, especially given the sensitive nature of counter-terrorism work. As a result, I will store all data securely, with access restricted to the research team and ensure that any identifying information is removed from published materials.

	TIME SCALE:

Timescale for this dissertation is over the course of November 2023 – July 2024.
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