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Introduction
The Gift by Marcel Mauss introduces exchange in ancient societies. I will compare the discipline of modern history and apply it with an experimental-research social-archaeological approach to show how The Gift revolutionised my thinking, with the conceptual nature of comparing the exchanging of gifts to that of exchanging objects or services for money. I will engage with exchange-theories and apply them to the Bronze Age gifting of a Phoenician jug also to exchange in Victorian and modern-day conflict.  
The Gift, covers three thousand years of exchange in societies, with loose inclusion of the period reviewed. The insights of Mauss are still developing new significance, though later works have expanded his exchange-theories they have not surpassed them. Mary Douglas, writer of the Foreword, combined engaged exchange-theory with new research on female ceremonial gifting in primitive Papua New Guinea.[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  Douglas, Mary. 1989. “A Gentle Deconstruction,” The London Review of Books, 11.9: 1] 

Aims and objectives
As The Gift, does not adhere to current evidencing and statistical methodologies. I will adapt my data use appropriately and focus on Chapter Three and the Conclusion. The Gift was first published in Paris, in 1925, and my copy was translated in 1990, so the intent may have been lost over seventy years.[footnoteRef:3]  [3: 
 Mauss, Michel. 1990. The Gift: The Form and Reason for Exchange in Archaic Societies (London: Routledge)
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Report
Mauss was from a Jewish family but turned to Buddhism. He later became an academic at University of Paris. Mauss researched and lectured in anthropology and sociology, and he reveals how ethnographic origins influence belief with faith often viewed as fact. Mauss describes how individuals, considering themselves to have socially evolved values, review the beliefs of primitive societies as curious and he uses to illustrate their cultural divide. Mauss shows the retention of ‘important traces’ of ‘morality and the practise of exchange’ as the basis on which later cultures operate their judgement of personal and civil ‘right’ and contrasts how both societies relating exchange differently. 
Mauss avoided quantification of sample-size and power-ratio possibly because this would involve huge time differences and vast mathematical calculations: Mauss does not balance primitive civilisations to the facts and figures from societies with governments and commerce: The data Mauss used was his vast knowledge not research design, diagnostics, or analytical strategy because these terms were not invented when The Gift was written. 
By engaging Mauss-theories to contrast ancient societies to modern ones, I am able to demonstrate how The Gift is pertinent to my Modern History dissertation because it was through exchange for the free use of the port of Constantinople, to refuel and access their empires, on which the British and French nations were obligated to support the Ottoman Empire, in Crimean War. In 1853, the Ottoman Sultan decided to dispute his previously condoned thirty-year Russian occupation of Ottoman territories in the Crimean Peninsula and he obligated the French and British to fight alongside his Ottomans Army,  against the Russian army. Russia had assisted the Sultan in controlling his empire, but when Russian changed their terms, conflict ensued in Crimea and half a million lives were lost. Historians question whether this was a high price to pay for the use of a port, but the honour and obligation of Empires were drawn on to great cost.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Trevor Royle, Crimea: The Great War 1854-1856 (London: Abacus, 1999), P.p. 415-512] 

Today, on the same battleground, Russia aims to regain control and NATO forces, including Britain and France, are obligation to support the freedom of Ukraine because Ukraine had applied to join NATO. This could result in Britain and France fighting against Russia, as they did nearly two centuries. Though the weapons used are the sanctions of NATO countries, rather than the muskets, cannon and soldiers of the Nineteenth Century. [footnoteRef:5]  Through applying Mauss exchange-theory, it is possible to contextualise the Crimean War and current Ukrainian situation.  [5:  Samantha Lock, Rachel Hall, Jennifer Rankin. 2022. “Ukraine Invasion News: Russia Sends Troops into Kyiv as Explosions Hit Kharkiv,” The Guardian <https://www.msn.com/en-gb/news/world/ukraine-invasion-news-russia-sends-troops-into-kyiv-as-explosions-hit-kharkiv-live-updates/ar-AAUhr9P>] 

The Gift has also enabled archaeologists to explain why, before money was invented as a tool for trade and control, artefacts moved from country to country, as gifts: Gifts with the caveat of unspoken obligation for reciprocation. 
In The Gift, Mauss employs ‘self-interest’ and ‘disinterest’ to explain the ‘circulation of wealth’ in archaic times and why ‘to give without return’ was not reason for early gift exchange.[footnoteRef:6]  Mauss explains, exchange was not the ‘cold reasoning of the merchant, the banker, and the capitalist’ because the obligation of archaic civilisations was demonstrated in a ‘different way from our own age’.  [6:  The Gift, P. 74] 

I cannot meet the assessment requirement to interpret tables, graphs, charts, because Mauss worked conceptually but I can show how archaeologists might apply exchange-theory.
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The Ashmolean Museum exhibits a painted jug found in Larnaca, Cyprus in 1884, it was discovered by German archaeologist Max Ohnefalsch-Richter and the museum describes it as a Bichromen IV barrel-shaped Cypro-Phoenician jug with scared tree, stags, crested birds, and lotus flowers.[footnoteRef:8] The jug is Phoenician, between 500-750 B.C.E.: It provides positive evidence of gifting because money was not in use during the Crypto-Archaic I archaic period. It is displayed on the museum website and in Gallery 18, with other exhibits from Ancient Cyprus, it has Antiquities Accession An1885.366 showing the acquisition date, 1885, and reference, 366.  [8:  Bichromen IV Barrel-Shaped Cypro-Phoenician Jug with Scared Tree, Stags, Crested Birds, and Lotus Flowers.” 2022. The Ashmolean Museum Oxford <https://collections.ashmolean.org/object/304767> [accessed 24 February 2022]] 

This terracotta jug is a functional item, about the height of a desk-ruler, tThe website describes it as ‘unique’ and reflecting ‘the close trading’ between Cyprus and neighbouring civilisations, but it may also illustrate the migration of Phoenician artisans.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Bichromen IV Barrel-Shaped Cypro-Phoenician Jug with Scared Tree, Stags, Crested Birds, and Lotus Flowers.” 2022. The Ashmolean Museum Oxford <https://collections.ashmolean.org/object/304767> [accessed 24 February 2022]] 

Conclusion
In the Foreword, Mary Douglas advises The Gift came from ‘an idea… [Mauss] had… been mulling over for a long time’.[footnoteRef:10] Mauss revealed that current societies are founded on archaic honour-systems which explains whyhistory repeats itself as the implications of liberality, honour, money applied, during this archaeology module, explain the later ‘obligations’ related to my modern history studies.[footnoteRef:11]   [10:  The Gift, P. viii]  [11:  The Gift, P. 19] 
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