Quantitative research methods
Task 1 (30 mins)
Try to locate some examples of quantitative research investigations in your subject area and examine the types of research questions they are looking to address. What are the methods that they are using to investigate the problem and are the results they have found useful? 

3. How do I plan a quantitative research project?
1. What is the research problem?
Firstly you need to identify what the research problem is and why it is important to investigate this further.
2. Construct the research questions
These are the specific sub-questions that are required in order to address the problem that you have identified for further research. Remember that these need to be SMART (specific, measurable, achievable, realistic, time-bound) in order that you can effectively work to answer these questions as you progress through the investigation.
3. Review the literature
The literature review is a key element of any research project as it outlines what is already known about the topic area to be able to identify how your research project contributes to this understanding.
4. Develop your research plan
This will need to include identifying who your target group are, your sample, the methods of data collection you intend to use, how you plan to analyse your data and then make your conclusions. All of this will need time so please ensure that you factor this into your research plan and discuss it with your tutor also.
Quantitative research methods
There are four main methods you can use in quantitative data collection which are listed below.
Questionnaires
These can include closed questions or open questions in order to gather the numerical data you need.
Interviews 
You can use both structured and unstructured interviews as part of a quantitative research project but remember that it is numerical data you are looking to obtain from these. You can also use focus groups as part of this approach which is another effective data gathering tool.
Observation
This is a systematic way to collect the required data by observing people in a given setting. Although this is primarily used in qualitative research, it can be used for quantitative research too. 
Existing records
This can be through exploring data that is already held such as statistics on school admissions, census data or data sets already in existence
Research the advantages and disadvantages of quantitative research methods and add your findings to your blog. Consider which methods you might want to use for your project and why.
Quantitative data analysis
https://youtu.be/81jmL-jUdcA



