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Provide a critical analysis of safeguarding children practices and policies in England including legislations, policies, and procedures. 

Children are the most vulnerable creatures in the society, and this due to their dependency upon other adults that help them with everything that they need to do, including eat, wash, walk, play, etc (Bagattini, 2019). Having this definition in mind, this essay will refer to the safeguarding practices applied upon children in England. After in-depth discussing about the policies, legislation, and procedures, a critical analysis is going to be attached to convey the benefits and drawbacks of each and propose some recommendations that would help improving the condition and development of children’s safeguarding. Each of the information that is going to be included throughout the essay will come from valid sources that have been verified, to make sure that the essay is not failing to provide accurate information. 
Safeguarding is the action undertaken with the main purpose of promoting the welfare of children and protect them from harm. Some additional elements of safeguarding include: 
· Preventing harm to children’s health or development 
· Ensuring children grow up with the provision of safe and effective care 
· Taking action to enable all children and young people to have the best outcomes. 
Child protection is part of the safeguarding process. It focuses on protecting individual children identified as suffering or likely to suffer significant harm. This includes child protection procedures which detail how to respond to concerns about a child (NSPCC, 2021).
The first element of the task requirements requests a discussion about the history of child protection, and to make sure that valid information is being attached, the NSPCC is the first source of information that can fulfil curiosities about the children’s safeguarding. On their website, it is mentioned that the legislation saying about the prosecution of adults that treat children incorrectly started to come into place since 1880s and this because there were a lot of deaths where children were dying because of the abuse they were receiving, and automatically, these statements have contributed to the introduction of the child protection system in the UK (NSPCC, 2021). According to the timeline published by NSPCC, in 1945 the first inquiry in relation to child abuse has been made, when a child of 12 years old has been killed by his father. Situations like this, tended to be very common and this has pushed the authorities to introducing different measures which to make adults understand the importance of childcare, even though the first Children Act which to represent the rights of children has been published three years after, in 1948 (HDA 2020). The Child Act that has been published in 1948 was applicable to children until they have reached the age of 18, and this act was covering a lot of aspects which to push forward the more sustainable care of children in the society, and therefore, some of the aspects that this act has covered include the duty of the local authorities to assume care of children especially when they do not have where to stay, or who to take care of them. Another thing found in this Act had to do with the treatment of children in care of local authorities, which included a lot of aspects which to describe the power of authorities to send children without homes in other countries where they could have a better life. These were just some of the aspects that have been discussed in the Children Act back in the 1948, however, they were still not as fair, and this because, the authorities had the full power upon children that had no parents to send them to international families, which was way easier than adopting a child if a family was based in UK and this can even be demonstrated by the statistics, which were showing that in 1950, were 12739 adoptions in England and Wales, whereas in 1946, four years before, were 21271, so the number of adoptions in the UK and Wales have drastically decreased, due to the majority of children being sent to international families. 

There has been the introduction of the Adoption of Children Act in 1949, and with this they wanted to make the adoption of children a bit more child-oriented, however, this was only a paramount, to make more birth mothers understand that adoption is not bad. However, this act has been criticized by The Hurst Committee (1954) which highlighted problems with the Adoption Act 1949. Hurst illustrated this point by presenting a case where a doctor
had written to a voluntary adoption agency asking for a child to be made available for
adoption for a particular couple, which meant that the adopters’ needs were put before
the best interests of the child. These kinds of situations were not just happening once, they were common, and these continued to happen until further policies came into place (Hughes, 1995). 

Going further explaining the history of safeguarding of children, after the issues to demonstrate behaviour in the best interest of the children, the government came along with updates in the Children Act 1975 and outlined consequences which to be applied on social workers that do not respect the idea of working upon the best interest of the children (GOV.UK, 2021). This act has been more complex when discussing about the meaning of having child-centred behaviours and this because the act. Has been representing clear information in relation to the procedures and rules that must be respected when giving custody, when children are being handed to voluntary organisations, and so on. These were all essential aspects that must be known in the society to avoid any sort of circumstance, like what used to happen before, when children were given to families that had needs of children without thinking if the children were needing that family, just because they were financially stable. 

Now, there are lot of assessments that are being undertaken to make sure that the ones aiming to adopt a child are fully able to take care of the child (Powell, 2016), from all aspects including implication to its social development, its educational development, and just general care that every one of the societies needs daily, eat, drink, wash, sleep (Wearmouth, 2015). If these conditions cannot be met by the adoptive family, then there are limited chances for the child to leave the current authority childcare centre that the children are in (Cornish & Clarke, 1975).  Once with the years that gone past, the circumstances in which the children were suffering started to differ and this due to many factors including the evolution of technology, the improvement legislation, the introduction of timetables which to be followed by teachers that prepare children (Baginsky, 2008) for their educational development, and since a lot of other measures have started to be taken in the advantage of children (Hall, et al, 2015)

Now that the safeguarding forms the history has been discussed, it is essential to refer to the current safeguarding, current policies, acts, and so on. There are 10 main elements of the safeguarding in the present world, and these include: The Children Act 1989/2004/2010 and 2014, The Equality Act 2010, The Children and Families Act 2014, The Human Rights Act 1998, The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child 1992, Keeping children safe in education 2019, Working Together to Safeguard Children 2018, The Children and Social Work Act 2017, The Education Act 2002, Designated Safeguard Lead (Johnson, 2019). The mentioned are just few of the total safeguarding measures that are being taken and applied to make sure that the children of the today’s society are fully protected, having the full right of being free of abuse, and have the right to develop in the way they should socially, educationally, mentally, and emotionally. The policies that currently exist, are incomparable to the ones that were existing before 2000s and this because the ones existing before, were unclear and some of the citizens did not even know about the existence of them due to the limited resources that were stopping them from publishing in a way in which all the citizens to have access. Apart from the mentioned acts, there are a lot of organizations that are willing to support the children that are struggling and some of these organizations include Childline, which has been trying its best to support the wellbeing of children for years. Some of the services they provide include telephonic services where they sit and listen to the problems that children deal with and based on the issues, they do have the support workers from child line find solutions, in some of the cases, solutions may include finding a better place for the child to grow up in, or in other circumstances, therapy sessions for children together with the family of the children (Childline 2021). 

Critically discussing about everything that has been discussed in relation to the safeguarding of children in the society, it is important to draw the fact that there has been a great evolution, in the measures, that are being undertaken to prevent the effects of barriers that could affect the development of children. Critically speaking about the situation of children before 1950, it has been really bad for some children from some areas which at really young ages they were asked to perform activities as the adults to have a particular scope that was contributing to the society’s economy, workforce etc, and this was extremely unfair for the children, because they are extremely vulnerable and automatically they need a lot of empathy, care, and support to firstly develop socially, educationally, mentally, and emotionally, to be able to further work in different domains that they do chose to work in (Jamieson, 2009). 
Before the numerous acts and policies that exist now, the children did not have the right of choice, and automatically the main ones that were deciding the future of the children were the parents, whereas now, especially once they reach the age of 16 years old, they do have the right to numerous things, once of the right being to work in the context they want and even more if they do afford to pay the costs that are included for a maintenance of a house. 

Another positive criticism to come up with has to do with the fact that now the rates of child deaths are way lower comparing to what it used to be before, thing demonstrating that the work that has been done by the government and parliament has been effective towards the improvement of the development of the children. Before the introduction of policies, laws, regulation, and before making education compulsory until the age of 16, there were more deaths of children and this due to the treatment that they were receiving from their parents. So many parents were abusing the children physically and especially when they are little and fragile, the domestic violence can even drive to traumas, and in the worst scenario even death, which as the graph attached below represents, before 1990, there were even above 12million child deaths a year, but it is a step forwards to lowering the statistics even now.
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Another step forward that has been introduced lately to make sure that the children receive great care services since they are very young to grow correctly, there is the nursery to which the government is encouraging the parents to go with their children when they reach the age of two, and this is very helpful because in this way, the children are receiving the care, compassion, and emotional support that they need to develop right and also in this way, the parents have more time to maintain their routines, work, and make sure that their emotional/ mental health is not affected, because it can easily happen. Another similar step forward is also how Primary, Secondary and all levels of school are keeping the children attendance in a strict manner. This is also very helpful, can be said it is vital, because in Victoria Climbie’s case, even if some of her absences were justified by medical certificates the school staff decided that she needs to be treated and monitored by doctors. The first steps to help her were taken, but somewhere, the lack of information, the lack of trained staff and all the procedures failed.

The most effective measure that all the children must be glad of in relation to their safeguarding has to do with the restrictions that have been implemented, saying that the parents are not allowed to show any sort of abuse towards the children as they are vulnerable and can live with traumas due to the behaviour they are treated with for a very long term. It is important that now, in the nowadays, the care services are implicated in the care of the young children and this because they are future in the society, and if they grow correctly, they can improve the world we live in within the next generations as well, whereas if they are growing with traumas or with bad habits, there are limited chances for them to develop in the way they should. 

Overall, having in mind everything that has been discussed throughout this essay, the safeguarding of children has been improved, comparing to what it has been like in the past years before 2000s, when the children were really neglected. By improvements, there is direct reference to the rules and regulations that are now introduced within the Act and Policies published by the government.  The authorities are saying that there will always be improvements, with the policies mentioned and with the child protection procedures will make sure that the children are receiving the best care, and automatically this includes the full commitment of the teachers in schools, support workers, social services, local authorities, and so on.
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