Press Release - Ancient Anthrax Found in Siberian Permafrost


The first year students at The University of Wales Trinity St David presented a conference today the 27th January 2020 on the Earth’s spheres. 

Discussing the 5 main aspects of the Earth and its spheres were:
Rebecca McFarlane - Cryosphere
Simon Richards - Atmosphere
Ashleigh Roberts - Lithosphere
Rowan Kenney - Biosphere
Immogen Lloyd-Jane - Hydrosphere 
Daniel Jackson - Magnetosphere

All the talks were highly informative and each had numerous points of interest which led to heated discussion. However, it was Rebecca’s revelatory findings within the cryosphere that gripped the imagination of the audience and left them aghast. 

During Rebecca’s talk on the cryosphere it was revealed that there is anthrax buried in the permafrost of Siberia. “Nearly 2000 reindeer have been infected by ancient anthrax in Siberia.” Rebecca declared gravely. With a decidedly sombre expression she continued to say, “This could become a real issue. With the permafrost thawing at an unprecedented speed this could be a taste for the future of the Siberian High Arctic.” 

The Siberian permafrost is a massive carbon sink, meaning it consumes more carbon from the atmosphere than it produces. In an age of climate change, this is becoming increasingly important. Rebecca speculated that by her calculations the Siberian permafrost could become a carbon source rather than a sink by 2100. 

This would then create a feedback loop. As the ground thaws it allows previously frozen microbes to begin consuming buried organic matter which then releases methane and is 25x as potent a greenhouse gas as CO2. This is turn thaws more of the frost, and the cycle continues. 

In a cruel twist of irony, that wasn’t lost on Rebecca, the source of the anthrax outbreak was revealed to be none other than....“Reindeers. Ancient reindeers buried deep in the frost have come to the surface with the thawing ground and infected the herd. They were infected with the disease over 75 years ago and buried. The permafrost is so cold that anything buried doesn’t decompose. Until now.” 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Overall, the conference was deemed a roaring success. Thanks to technical issues next door the second year students at The University of Wales Trinity St David also joined the conference. One conference goer, Niam, went on the record to say how impressed he was not only with the findings but also with the professionalism shown throughout. He then went on to say it was one of the best conferences he’s ever been to. 

For more information please attend our next Earth Science conference! 
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