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This article posits the thesis that the punk movement is inherently opposed to the institutional nature of formal education, and therefore presents a conflict of identity for any punk who pursues an academic career. While acknowledging that the instigators of the movement were predominantly graduates, the author perceives ideological paradoxes for punks in a system focused on success in mainstream capitalist society.

He builds his proposal on studies conducted exclusively in the USA, where subjects used the rationale of fighting the system from within, exploiting facilities without buying into the establishment and crusading for change, to justify their perceived hypocrisy.
The author’s own research comprises informal interviews with five punk educators in UK universities, and is presented in discursive terms. Two of the interviewees (40%) saw no ideological conflict, and the other three attributed their interest in their subject to punk rock. The actual issues identified were methodological conventions, bureaucracy, ideological assumptions and a fear of being boring. The unifying factors showed a respect for originality and youth, and an intention to break down the boundaries between tutor and student.
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