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Introduction

Tittle: ‘She didn’t know to go back ‘: School attendance problems in the context of the COVID19 pandemic- A multiple stakeholder qualitative study with parents and professionals. 
The authors are Bronte Mcdonald, Kathryn J. Lester and Daniel Michelson. The published year was 2022.

The report has studied how Covid 19 became a major turning point for school during 2020. In the UK registered major non-attendance in primary school. Furthermore, the research explained how COVID19 left consequences in students such as: Mental health issues, physical health problems and insolation. In conclusion, this report is focused on young students who registered a historical non-attendance school and the outcome in mental health during the 2020 pandemic. 

 This topic is important in UK health and social care because COVID19 pandemic had a significant impact on the mental health and wellbeing of children and young people.  Some student reported has anxiety during pandemic, and those students had no record of this issue before and additionally, it increased the already existent anxiety in students with this mental problem (McDonald, Lester and Michelson, 2022). The approach used in this investigation is like U.S. Department of Education, Office for Civil Rights (2021, p3) states that negative feeling, including stress, anxiety and social insolation increase during the pandemic, and it remained in 2021. This suggest that consequences of COVID 19 had no limited and it affect internationally. Therefore, social care is inherently correlated to Covid 19 in this regard. Alternatively, McDonald, Lester and Michelson (2022, p7) pointed out that “some parents suggested that their child's worries were compounded by the abrupt switch to remote learning in January 2021 following a sudden change in Government policy for English schools”.
This founding demonstrated how the changes made by the educational system contributed to increase mental health issues and attendance in schools. This highlights the need of social care to address this issue. In the following section is going to outline the purpose of the research question use by McDonald, Lester and Michelson (2022)

Understanding the Purpose and Research Question 

The research questions for this report were to identify the problems that make it harder for students to attendant school during Covid19 and what types of assistance was provided to address this issue such as formal: counselling, teacher and parents or informal friends or family (McDonald, Lester and Michelson, 2022).  Moreover, how effective were these types of support to improve the attendance or to reduce the problematic in schools. Alternatively, provide some other support or a different approach to prevent the same problem in the future. In the next section there will be more explanation about the methods that report had used to analyse this problem. 

 




Understanding the Research Methods 


Qualitative methods are concentrated in the interpretation in how people think and act. The information comes from assessment, interviews and previous research (Tilly,2022 p2). The major advantage of this method is that answers come from the participant, and this information is more legitimate (Olejnik, 2021, p14). For instance, when a researcher wants to understand why there are more homeless in compare with a different place, this method is going to give a most reliable answer (Tilly, 2022, p2). Overall, qualitative method is concentrated descriptive question what, how and why? (Faulkner and Atkinson, 2024 Section 1). In conclusion, it helps to understand the root cause of a problem gathering the information from the participants. Using this approach, researchers have been able to explain why COVID19 was a dominant problem for children to attend school.  


On the other hand, quantitative research is more objective in number and graphs. This method might be use more by Scientist when they want to prove any belief. (Kaye et al. 2023). Addicionally, this method was historically the most trustworthy to complete research (Tilly, 2022). The definition is like Walliman, N (2021, p79) that agrees to the quantitative data is measurable which make it more accurate. Clearly, it is understood to represent numbers in research is quantitative method the most reliable to show resolve. For instance: if the research question is what is the number of infected people with Ebola in 2025? To resolve this question, is going to be presented by quantitative method because the answer most of the time are going to be presented by a graphic. Thus, when research wants to complete a report and it does not need a feeling from the participant will prepare a set of questions with a possible answer and at the end, it will count the numbers of the responses. This data will be presented as quantitative methods (Walliman, N 2021) However, according to Sale et al. (2002) Quantitative is stablished in positivism and it leaves just one truth. This assumption might not be true because to identify a solution in some situation is crucial know both approaches (quantitative and quantitative). In the next section, there will be an introduction about mixed methods which is the resolve of combining the about mentioned methods.


 Mixed methods are use when the research wants proved two different approach (Tilly, 2022). This means, in the report to represent the data it will be presented in two parts, which in one part could be presented by qualitative methods and the second part in quantitative methods or vice versa. The definition of mixed methods by Tilly (2022) is similar found by Kaye et al. (2023) using both methods will provide strong evidence. This makes the report more reliable. Studies have shown that combining quantitative and qualitative share the same aims that is find answers for humans’ issues, which make them combinable (Sale et al., 2002) 

To complete the report, the research was using a qualitative method. This method provides surveys with parents and professionals (McDonald, Lester and Michelson, 2022)
 
Data Collection

Primary data collection:
This type of data is when the facts come direct from the original source. Therefore, it is more accurate. To understand the primary data is essential to analyse how it is presented because there are four types of data which are: 
“Measurement, observation, interrogation and participation” (Walliman, 2022, p 77)

Measurement: the data is presented by numbers to represent amount (voting, test result and car kilometres) 
Observation: Memories which were experiment by your feelings.
Interrogation: is the data gathered by interview participants.

Participation: Data collected by direct personal experience instead of watching someone else.

Primary data is more accurate to use in a report. However, it is time consuming and less cost effective. In addition, some historic events are difficult to find the original sources. (Walliman, 2022) To summarize, primary data method is the most authentic research because it presents information collected from the original source. 


Secondary Data Collection:  

It is known that researcher in an investigation took the information that someone else had collected, this can be a government or an institution (Clark et al., 2021) In addition, secondary data allows access to an extensive report that save time in a project (Saunders, Lewis and Thornhill, 2024) For instance: An institution has collected information to know how many children play tennis during summer break. Later, an association take the existing records to investigate how sport is popular among young during summer. Both are using the same report. However, just one was who conducted the interview. Despite this, a serious weakness with this argument is the quality of data because it is someone’s else finding, the information might not be reliable. In addition, the focus of the research might not answer it research question (Clark et al., 2021). Therefore, secondary data is appropriate to save time and to access a wide range of information. Nevertheless, it is necessary be cautions in the quality of data.

In this report the data was analysed by the qualitative surveys and interview using a method call thematic framework analysis (Gale, et al., 2013 as cited by McDonald, Lester and Michelson, 2022). To identify common themes from the survey and interview data. Basically, reading the data many times, creating some categories to later put in similar answers and discuss the results.

Conclusion: 

In this report, show the importance of provide a better approach to children who suffer from the consequences of COVID-19 because it affects mental health in children as well school attendance. For the future, should be a more evaluations about the support provide and it should take in consideration families from the different ethnic groups.

Completing this report was very challenging for me. At first, I was very lost in how to complete a report and I felt anxious, I thought I will not make it. Later, attending to my lectures I understood more in how to do a research, select a good source and analyse information.  Taking notes during the class was very helpful and using the university library. I started to feel more confidence, and I manage to complete my task on time. For the future, I feel more confident in how to do research and being critical. Now, I know how to identify a good source and use that information avoiding any plagiarism for my future assignments. 
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