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Review and Evaluate Chapter One of Patterns in Prehistory by R.F. Wenke and D.J. Olszewski and apply this to the Persian Empire

Patterns in Prehistory by R.F. Wenke and D.J. Olszewski is an informal overview edition book on the civilisations of the past three million years. Chapter One is an overview of the Archaeological Theories and practices of the last 4 millenniums covering ideas from the Greeks and enlightenment, through to Darwinism and Marxism and finally on our modern prospective of the practice. The chapter looks at how early archaeology came from the desire for material culture in Tomb Robbing with Belzoni and Schliemann’s search for Troy to our modern way of approaching the heritage and preservation of archaeological sites. The author’s references for this chapter come from a wide range of sources from Peer-Reviewed magazine articles to monographs on a variety of civilisation mentioned in the chapter, all of which can been seen in the notes and bibliography on the last few pages of that chapter. The main issues raised by the author in this chapter come down to the basic idea that views and ideas on our interpretation of the past change over time, as new ways of thinking replace and surpass old ones. The authors lay down a number of ideas to what they perceive are the most important interpretations of the past, ranging from Abrahmaism’s “god’s plan” to the scientific revolution’s scientific approach. However, by having this extensive overview of all these differing interpretations, the authors allow the reader to have a balanced and un-bias view of how we interpret past cultures, as it allows the audience to see how ideas have changed over time and how some views have been discredited due to new understandings in the scientific community.

The themes that run through this first chapter can be applied to one of the most powerful yet misrepresented (not even getting a mention in the chapter) ancient civilisations, Persia. Our main understanding of the Persian Empire has changed through time. During the 19th and 20th century, our views of Persia were based on the works of Greek Scholars such as Herodotus and Thucydides. These scholars were writing during and after the Greco-Persian Wars, so they portray the Persians as a monstrous empire which is planning to enslave the city states of Greece (Herodotus, C.484 B.C.). This view however has been challenged recently, as sources from the Persian empire, such as the Cyrus Cylinder, and the places they conquered in Anatolia and Babylon, have been examined and have changed our proceeding of the Persians, from monsters to one of the most liberal and excepting empires at that time.

The chapters limitations are that it doesn’t look at specific cultures in depth, rather a basic and broad overview of the most iconic civilisations such as Greece and Egypt. Also, as the books is an edition, new information about our understanding on the past will make the writings in that edition outdated if it is not consistently updated. Furthermore, because the authors cover so many different theories from across the last 4000 years, there are lots of contradictions to their work as views from the 21st century are completely different to that of thinking back in the enlightenment and in the 20th century. An example of this being on page 32, where the authors sum up the contradicting views from the world being the work of god’s plan according to the Abrahamic faiths, to the more logical and scientific approach since the enlightenment (Wenke & Olszewski, 2007).

[bookmark: Summary][bookmark: Evaluation]Although not giving a more in-depth overview of the main ancient civilisations, the first chapter does serve as a very good introduction to the theoretical side of our understanding and interpretation of past civilisations. Also, as the book is written in a more informal manor, the book is more accessible to the general public compared to the works of university intellectuals such as Trigger (Trigger, 1993). The chapter is also good at showing how archaeology through the ages has helped us to interpret our understanding of so called “extinct cultures” with changing methods from grave looting in the 19th century to methodological surveys today. Although the chapters interpretation of Persia is non-existent, the theories and practices that help us interpret that culture are present and are useful for the future understanding of our ever changing interpretation of the Persian Empire.
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