[bookmark: _Toc70753373]Chapter Three: Research methodology
[bookmark: _Toc70753374]3.0 Introduction
The factors which impact the likelihood of being searched were analysed in chapter two, thereby achieving objective one. An evident lack of consistent social research regarding public perception of stop and search emerged from the literature. Chapter three will identify the most suitable methods of data collection.

This chapter will achieve objective two: 

“Select appropriate research methods to conduct social research on the public views of stop and search.”
Academic research is experimental or theoretical work conducted to establish new knowledge of underlying problems, issues, or concerns (Djellal et.al., 2003). Research should at least advance the current understanding of the subject or related practice (Candy, 2006). Social research embedded within this study aims to generate new concepts or knowledge related to human subjects and social constructs (Powell, 2019). 
[bookmark: _Toc70753375]3.1 Research Onion
The research onion of Saunders et.al., (2019) presents stages of the research process, an effective strategy can be established using the model. The onion guides the practitioner through the process of research and can be consulted at any time to highlight the merits and pitfalls of research methodology. Figure 3.1, below, exhibits the research onion and the methods selected by the researcher. 
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Figure 3.1: The Research Onion (Saunders et.al., 2019) 

A fitting research methodology has been identified using Saunders’ et.al., (2019) framework, its use will be justified in the forthcoming subsections. Using tried and tested strategies within the research onion enhances academic credibility and validity (Biggam, 2011).

[bookmark: _Toc70753376]3.1.2 Philosophy 

The two types of philosophy are ontology, the nature of existence and structure of reality, and epistemology, understanding the world around us by making sense of it (Al-Saadi, 2014; Pritchard, 2014). This research maintains a relativist ontological perspective, where no single true reality exists, and reality is experienced differently by individuals at a given time and place (Moon and Blackman, 2014). From this premise, the researcher will conduct a survey to show potential discrepancies against previous research. Namely, a possible social change and a subsequent different reality as the public’s view of stop and search shifted. An etic epistemological view is held which understands social constructs using predetermined characteristics. Epistemology is thus objective, the researcher is separated from his subjects and cannot bias the findings which may support or refute his hypothesis (ibid.).

In criminology, positivism considers social and psychological factors that influence human behavior (Vetter, 1978). For example, increments in crime can be explained using ubiquitous factors found in society (Neuman, 2014), such as poor education. By understanding these factors, criminal and non-criminal behavior is more easily understood, which helps to distinguish the criminal from the non-criminal (Newburn, 2007). Because of its frequent use by researchers in this field, a positivist philosophy will be adopted which favors quantitative data subject to statistical analysis (Neuman, 2014). Emergent observations could be replicated by future researchers. The hypotheses of a positivist researcher may be wholly or partially confirmed, or refuted, thus identifying the need for further research (Saunders and Lewis, 2018). Data is gathered in an objective and value-free way to avoid exerting influence over the findings which contributes to the reliability of this study (Cohen et.al., 2007; Saunders et.al., 2019).

[bookmark: _Toc70753377]3.1.2 Approach

Deductive reasoning verifies a proposed theory using an intended research strategy fundamental to this test (Saunders and Lewis, 2018). A deductive approach will test the public’s views on stop and search in current time based on the findings of past research (e.g., HMIC, 2013b), with the goal of advancing existing knowledge (Melnikovas, 2018). Deductive reasoning combined with positivism can confirm probable causal laws and predict the patterns of social behavior (Neuman, 2014). Quantitative data will be collected using a survey and analysed in a statistical form which reflects the positivist philosophy, and therefore justifies the use of deductive reasoning (ibid.). Due to political and cultural development since 2013, this study may unveil societal changes and shifts in the public perception of stop and search caused by various possible factors. 

[bookmark: _Toc70753378]3.1.3 Choice

A mono-method methodology exclusively consists of quantitative data (Melnikovas, 2018). Single method quantitative studies are objective and can be replicated by other researchers, however, data is subject to validity testing (Park and Park, 2016). The purpose of quantitative research is to test an existing theory as opposed to developing it with a qualitative approach (ibid.). The researcher has emphasised on using a mono-method quantitative methodology to contribute to existing research.  

[bookmark: _Toc70753379]3.1.4 Strategy

Research strategy discusses the methods and techniques of data collection and analysis (Biggam, 2011). Surveys are one of the main methods of quantitative data collection (Bryman, 2004). A survey will capture societal views on stop and search and provide an understanding of the present social standpoint (Cohen et.al., 2007; Park and Park, 2016). Surveys provide a large amount of data on one theme from many participants, in a relatively short period of time (Kelley et.al., 2003). Thus, it is an efficient way to conduct social research (Saunders and Lewis, 2018). Questions are uniform to all participants, which permits data comparison across different demographics. Surveys often accompany deduction and positivism which are implemented in this study (Saunders et.al., 2019).

[bookmark: _Toc70753380]3.1.5 Time Horizon

Academic research is time-constrained which justifies the need for a time-horizon (Saunders and Lewis, 2018). Research takes place at single or multiple points in time, known as cross-sectional and longitudinal respectively (Bryman, 2004; Neuman, 2014). This cross-sectional study will create a ‘snapshot’ of social life at one point in time, in this case the public views on stop and search.

[bookmark: _Toc70753381]3.2 Techniques and procedures

Quantitative data will be collected using a survey. Quantitative research is numerical and has measurable values (Saunders and Lewis, 2018). Variables are represented numerically in charts, graphs or tables and analysed statistically to test the proposed hypotheses (Neuman, 2014). Due to the descriptive nature of survey based research, namely recording answers from many participants, random sampling is frequently applied (ibid.).

[bookmark: _Toc70753382]3.2.1 Sampling

Collecting data from the entire target population is impractical, thus, data must be collected from a sample of the population (Biggam, 2011). Participants were recruited using random probability sampling to achieve a fair representation of society. Random sampling lacks mathematical patterns, thereby providing an equal opportunity of each element being selected (Neuman, 2014). Hence, the data gathered by chance is unbiased (Saunders et.al., 2019). An advantage of simple random sampling is the possibility to gather data from a target population dispersed over vast geographical distances. However, potential surveys must be computerised and distributed online to complement the aforementioned benefit (ibid.). The researcher has distributed the survey via social media (see Appendix 3). 

[bookmark: _Toc70753383]3.2.2 Survey design

A questionnaire is a list of uniform questions completed by respondents to express their opinions and attitudes towards social dilemmas (Roopa and Rani, 2012). Quantitative data can be gathered from a large population (Saunders and Lewis, 2018). Questions must relate to research aims and be tested to avoid misinterpretation (ibid.). The proposed survey consists of open and closed questions. Open-ended questions enable respondents to input any answer to gain qualitative data, whereas closed questions offer a selection of predetermined answers (Neuman, 2014). Closed questions were further divided into rating questions. The process of rating answers establishes a respondent’s belief or opinion by agreeing or disagreeing with a statement using a Likert scale (Young, 2015; Saunders and Lewis, 2018).

[bookmark: _Toc70753384]3.2.3 Literature Review Matrix

	Table 3.2 Questionnaire and Literature Review Matrix 

	Questions
	Association with Chapter 2

	Q1) The answers provided to this survey are confidential and anonymous, you are free to withdraw at any time. Do you consent for your results to be interpreted within this study? (open question) 
	Questions 1-5 are demographic questions which support the researcher in understanding the cohort of participants. 

	Q2) Please state the gender that best describes you. 
	

	Q3) Please select your age range.
	

	Q4) Please state your ethnic background. 
	

	Q5) Please identify your region.
	

	Q6) The following is an open question, please type in your answer. In your opinion, what is meant by the term 'stop and search'?
	Q6/7) There is little real understanding of stop and search among the public (Reid Howie Associates, 2002). Later research established that the public have a good understanding of stop and search by comparing the participants' opinion and understanding following an explanation (HMIC, 2013b; Russell et.al., 2013).











	Q7) Please read the attached explanation of stop and search. How does it compare to your previous understanding of stop and search?

“The term ‘Stop and search’ relates to police powers to detain for the purpose of a search for stolen or illicit articles such as drugs, firearms or offensive weapons. Investigatory powers may also be used on suspected terrorists or individuals in anticipation of violence. The search may extend to anything concealed within or on a person or a vehicle, provided there are reasonable grounds to conduct a search.”

· It is very similar to my previous understanding of stop and search.
· It is relatively similar to my previous understanding of stop and search.
· It differs slightly from my previous understanding of stop and search.
· It is very different from my previous understanding of stop and search.
	

	Q8) Does looking or dressing a certain way affect the likelihood of being stopped and searched? Consider factors such as clothing, skin or hair colour. 

· I think that appearance greatly affects the likelihood of being stopped and searched.
· I think appearance affects the likelihood of being stopped and searched to a certain degree.
· I'm unsure, appearance may impact the likelihood of experiencing a stop and search but it's unclear.
· I disagree, there is no relationship between appearance and the likelihood of being stopped and searched.
	Q8) Looking or dressing a certain way (appearance) results in more stop and searches (Farrell et.al., 2004, Russell et.al., 2013; Hargreaves, 2018). 

	Q9) Please read the attached statement. How confident are you in the police that searches are reasonable, objective and with no prejudice? 

“Stop and search is a discretionary power which carries a requirement of ‘reasonable suspicion’. Police constables cannot justify a search based on personal and protected characteristics. However, no definite list of objective factors on which to base a search exist.”

(Very confident to not confident at all)
	Q9) Reasonable suspicion cannot be based on personal factors and protected characteristics (Miller et.al., 2000; Maguire et.al., 2002; Bowling and Phillips, 2007; HMIC, 2013; Bryant and Bryant, 2015; Bradford and Loader, 2015; Brown, 2020).

Q9/10) Previous researchers critique the vague definition of ‘reasonable suspicion’ (Fitzgerald, 1999; Maguire et.al., 2002; Sanders and Young, 2003; Ellis, 2010). 





Q10/11) Brown (2020) acknowledges that no definite list of objective factors on which to base a search exist. One in five of those stopped and searched claim that the reason for search is false (The 1990 Trust, 2004). 






	Q10) In your opinion, should policymakers establish an official list of objective factors on which to base a search on?

· Yes
· No
· Difficult to say
	

	Q11) Do you agree with the following statements?  

· If a list of objective factors on which to base a search on was established, it would reduce the misuse of stop and search.
· If a list of objective factors was established, stop and search would become more transparent.
· If a list of objective factors was established, certain groups in society would be stopped and searched less frequently.

(Strongly agree to strongly disagree)
	

	Q12) In your opinion, are certain individuals or groups in society more likely to experience stop and search?  

· Stop and search is used too much on certain groups in society.
· The use of stop and search appears to be proportional.
· Stop and search is used too little on certain groups in society.
· Don’t know.
	Q12) Past research confirms the greater prevalence of black males being stopped than individuals of other ethnic groups (McKenzie, 2000, Waddington et.al., 2004; Delsol and Shiner, 2006; EHRC, 2010; Eastwood et.al., 2013; Parpworth, 2014; Hargreaves, 2018; Flacks, 2018). 


Q12/13) In previous research, 70% of respondents agree that certain groups are more susceptible to stop and search (HMIC, 2013b). A study by Russell et.al., (2013) reveals that looking or dressing a certain way results in more searches. 

	Q13) How concerned are you, if at all, that certain groups of people face a much greater likelihood of being stopped and searched contrary to others? 

(Seriously concerned to not concerned at all)
	

	Q14) Based on your current knowledge, how often is stop and search used in your region?  

· Very often
· Occasionally
· Rarely
· Not at all
· Don’t know
	Q14) A 2013 study found that 34% of participants think that searches are carried out occasionally in their area, 21% claimed that they are carried out a lot (HMIC, 2013b). Some police forces use stop and search a lot more often than others (Bradford and Tiratelli, 2019). 

Numerous researchers linked geographical location with the likelihood of being searched which increases in dense metropolitan areas (Ladbrook, 1988; Glaeser and Sacerdote 1999; Clancy et.al., 2001; Bryant and Bryant, 2015; Newburn, 2007; Oliviera et.al., 2017; HM Government, 2021). 

	Q15) Do you agree or disagree with the following statements? 

· Abusing stop and search powers causes public distrust in the police.
· Excessive searches of particular demographics can lead to violence and hostile attitudes towards policing.
· Unreasonable and excessive use of stop and search against particular groups or individuals incriminates them.
(Strongly agree to strongly disagree)
	Q15) Statements were drawn from the studies linking personal factors such as age and ethnicity to stop and search. Other studies found officers experiencing abuse from the citizens they serve. 

Previous research e.g. (Miller et.al., 2000; Maguire et.al., 2002; Bowling and Phillips, 2007; HMIC, 2013; Bryant and Bryant, 2015; Bradford and Loader, 2015; Hargreaves, 2018; StopWatch, 2018; Brown, 2020; City of London Police, 2020; Metropolitan Police 2020; HM Government, 2021b).

	Q16) Stop and search is perceived to be a useful policing tool. In your opinion, under what reason do most searches take place?  

· Offensive weapons
· Drugs
· Going equipped (possessing articles made or adapted for use in the course of or in connection with an offence of e.g., burglary or theft)
· Stolen property
· Other
	Q16) Police officers and politicians view stop and search as a valuable policing tool (Qureshi and Farrell, 2006; Parpworth, 2014; Tiratelli et.al., 2018; Flacks, 2018)  

The most common reason for a s.1 PACE search is drugs (63%), followed by offensive weapons in 16% of searches (StopWatch, 2018; Flatley, 2020). The alleged purpose of stop and search is to target individuals carrying knives and offensive weapons, not drugs (House of Commons Home Affairs Committee, 2019). 

	Q17) Do you agree or disagree with the following statements?

· I feel safer in my community knowing that the police use stop and search.
· Stop and search is effective in reducing crime.
· Stop and search is effective at identifying criminals.
· The use of stop and search helps to discourage, disrupt, or prevent criminal activity.
· Stop and search indirectly promotes social order and maintenance.
· Crime reduction is not a primary objective of stop and search.

(Strongly agree to strongly disagree)
	Q17) Statements in this section are drawn from contrasting ideas of public support for the tactic and its relative lack of impact on crime reduction.

Stop and search keeps the public safe (College of Policing, 2020; Metropolitan Police, 2020b). This question featured in previous research (see HMIC, 2013b). 

The public is supportive of stop and search (Russell et.al., 2013; Tiratelli et.al., 2018). More than 70% of participants agree that stop and search is useful in reducing crime (HMIC, 2013b). A similar outcome was recorded by the Scottish Police Authority (2016). 

Stop and search tactics have little effect on crime reduction (Miller et.al., 2000; Reid Howie Associates, 2002; McCandless, 2016; Fagan, 2016; Quinton et.al., 2017; Tiratelli et.al., 2018; Bradford and Tiratelli, 2019)

	Q18) Which of the following best describes your view of stop and search? 
· I am in support of stop and search.
· I am in support of stop and search, whilst still being aware of its pitfalls.
· Indifferent
· I am concerned about stop and search.
· I am strongly against stop and search.
· None of the aforementioned statements reflect my views.
	Q18) Previous research found the public are supportive of stop and search despite its pitfalls (Russell et.al., 2013; HMIC, 2013b; Tiratelli et.al., 2018). The Scottish Police Authority (2016) claims that the application of stop and search affects the way people view the police.

This question directly correlates to the third research aim of this study:

“To conduct quantitative social research and analyse the public perception of stop and search”

	Q19) Do you think stop and search is working as intended, or is there something that can be improved upon? (open question) 
	Q19) In 2014 the Best Use of Stop and Search Scheme (BUSSS) commenced, it’s principal aims are to achieve a greater transparency and support intelligence-led policing (Home Office, 2014).




[bookmark: _Toc70753385]3.2.4 Pilot Study

A pilot study enables the researcher to identify and subsequently adjust any design flaws, it also aids in determining the clarity and appropriateness of a survey (Saunders and Lewis, 2018). Pilot testing questionnaires prior to publication enhances the validity and reliability of research (Biggam, 2011). The questionnaire was pilot tested, the survey was published following minor alterations.   

[bookmark: _Toc70753386]3.2.5 Reliability and validity

Reliability is defined by replicating the study using the same methods and achieving consistent results (Saunders et.al., 2019). Conversely, validity defines the accuracy of data collection such as using tried and tested techniques, research strategies and approaches. The theme is a sensitive societal topic. To limit bias and moral desirability of answers as opposed to truthful opinion (Young, 2015), partaking is anonymous and confidential. The principles of content and construct validity were embedded within the questionnaire. Content validity defines the extent to which the data being collected is large enough to answer the research aims, whereas construct validity relates to the accuracy of the questions to collect data about what they intended to measure (Cohen et.al., 2007; Saunders and Lewis, 2018). Validity is further supported by literature, which identified relevant content for the survey to build upon previous research (e.g., HMIC, 2013b).

[bookmark: _Toc70753387]3.2.6 Limitations

There is a risk of social desirability bias and conformity to trending social norms (Neuman, 2014; Young, 2015). To counteract this, the researcher promised confidentiality and anonymity to all participants. The questionnaire was published online to allay any concerns about expressing their views openly and to encourage honest answers, rather than conforming with social norms (Neuman, 2014). Because of the impracticality of meeting experts and relying on their availability (Biggam, 2011), a qualitative method was not considered. This study is confined to the deadline of one academic year which limits the possibilities of data collection, alongside personal commitments which restrict the time left to conduct research. 

[bookmark: _Toc70753388]3.2.7 Ethical Considerations

Academic research must follow ethical standards to reduce the risk of harm to participants (Saunders et.al., 2019). Participation was confidential and anonymous, private data was not collected. To reduce the risk to the vulnerable, under 18 year old’s were not surveyed. All respondents knowingly participated in this research, gave informed consent before partaking (Townsend and Wallace, 2016), and were free to withdraw at any stage. This research was approved by the project supervisor to ensure its compliance with the ethical practice of the UWTSD (see Appendix 1). 
[bookmark: _Toc70753389]3.3 Conclusion
Objective two has been achieved: 

“Select appropriate research methods to conduct social research on the public views of stop and search.”

Chapter three has provided the rationale and details of the research strategy. Limitations were identified and addressed to minimise the impact of potential criticism. The choice of positivist philosophy, a deductive approach and a mono-method quantitative data collection have been explained, thus achieving objective two. Chapter four contains an analysis of data collected using methods previously discussed in this chapter.
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[bookmark: _Toc70753390]Chapter Four: Data Analysis 
[bookmark: _Toc70753391]4.0 Introduction
In chapter three, the researcher has selected and justified the research methods and methodology, thereby achieving objective two. Chapter four will analyse the results of the questionnaire, achieved by combining a positivist philosophy with deductive reasoning in a mono-method quantitative, cross-sectional study. The data will be described and analysed within this chapter to achieve objective three: 

“To conduct social research and analyse the current social standpoint on stop and search.”  

[bookmark: _Toc70753392]4.1 Data analysis 
Data analysis is conducted by organising and manipulating values and variables to disclose themes of interest about the social world (Neuman, 2014). Quantitative data should be presented in graphs and tables to highlight emerging trends and to answer the research question (Saunders and Lewis, 2018). Through analysis, the researcher may retrieve meaningful information from the data that has been collected (Richmond, 2006). Data was analysed using SPSS v.26.

[bookmark: _Toc70753393]4.2 Methods
Respondents were categorised by age and gender. To accurately represent society, the researcher only included male and female genders, as recognised by the decennial census (ONS, 2015, 2019), and to ensure a clear and understandable presentation of the results (Biggam, 2011; Swetnam and Swetnam, 2009). 

[bookmark: _Toc70753394]4.3 Demographics
From the total 425 participants, three identified as ‘non-binary’ (0.7%), five did not state their gender (1.2%) and were excluded from further analysis. Their representation is too small to have a significant contribution. Henceforth, the cohort subject to analysis consists of 414 participants. There were 156 male and 258 female participants. Females surpass males in social media use (Nonaan and Piatt, 2014; Alramadhan et.al., 2018; Tankovska, 2018; Hruska and Maresova, 2020), hence the higher proportion of females. 

Participants were categorised into six age groups seen in Table 4.3, below.

Table 4.3 - Participants by age and gender. 
	SPSS value
	Age group
	Female number
	Female (%)
	Male number
	Male (%)
	Total

	1
	18-24
	76
	18.36%
	25
	6.05%
	101

	2
	25-34
	32
	7.73%
	15
	3.62%
	47

	3
	35-44
	41
	9.9%
	20
	4.83%
	61

	4
	45-54
	55
	13.29%
	28
	6.76%
	83

	5
	55-64
	40
	9.66%
	35
	8.45%
	75

	6
	65 and over
	14
	3.38% 
	33
	7.97% 
	47

	Total
	258
	62.32%
	156
	37.68%
	414



Table 4.3.2, below, shows the frequency and percentage of participants by region.

Table 4.3.2 - Participants by region. 
	SPSS code
	Region
	Frequency
	Percent
	Valid (%)
	Cumulative %

	1
	East Midlands
	41
	9.9%
	9.9%
	9.9%

	2
	East of England
	22
	5.3%
	5.3%
	15.2%

	3
	London
	46
	11.1%
	11.1%
	26.3%

	4
	North East and Cumbria
	5
	1.2%
	1.2%
	27.5%

	5
	North West
	37
	8.9%
	8.9%
	36.5%

	6
	Northern Ireland
	4
	1.0%
	1.0%
	37.4%

	7
	Scotland
	20
	4.8%
	4.8%
	42.3%

	8
	South East
	55
	13.3%
	13.3%
	55.6%

	9
	South West
	30
	7.2%
	7.2%
	62.8%

	10
	Wales
	93
	22.5%
	22.5%
	85.3%

	11
	West Midlands
	37
	8.9%
	8.9%
	94.2%

	12
	Yorkshire and the Humber
	13
	3.1%
	3.1%
	97.3%

	13
	Prefer not to say
	11
	2.7%
	2.7%
	100%

	Total
	414
	100%




[bookmark: _Toc70753395]4.4 Analysis and tests
Hypotheses were proposed from previous literature. A null hypothesis (H𝟶) indicates no significant effect of an independent variable on a dependent variable (Neuman, 2014). The hypothesis may be confirmed or refuted, thus accepting or rejecting the alternative hypothesis (H1), which suggests a significant effect of one variable on the other (ibid.). Data was subject to Chi-square testing for the relationship between two categorical variables (Walker, 1995), ANOVA analysis of variance for testing the differences between large groups and independent variables (Sawyer, 2009), and the Mann-Whitney U-test for Likert scale questions which, as stated by de Winter and Dodou (2010) has equivalent value as the t-test. A major point to underline, is that the ANOVA analysis highlights the possible differences between groups but does not cover the statistical extent or numerical value of those discrepancies.

[bookmark: _Toc70753396]4.5 Views on stop and search (Chi-square)
 Question 18 is salient for the purposes of this research, it directly relates to research aim three by questioning the public’s views on stop and search. 

· H1) The public is in support of stop and search.

· H𝟶) The public is not in support of stop and search. 
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The distribution of views is unequal, Figure 4.5, above, shows that the majority is in support of stop and search, hence confirming H1 (p= .000). The public is in support of stop and search as p < 0.05. 

[bookmark: _Toc70753397]4.5.1 Region (ANOVA)

[image: ]Figure 4.5.1, below, exhibits no significant statistical difference between the geographical location of participants and their views on stop and search F(5, 408)= 2.627, p.= .024).
[bookmark: _Toc70753398]4.5.2 Gender (Chi-square)

Gender associations disclose the statistical correlation between the responses of male (156) and female (258) participants. 

· H1) There is a significant relationship between gender and the views on stop and search. 

· H𝟶) There is no significant relationship between gender and the views on stop and search. 
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Figure 4.5.2, above, showcases the contrasting views between gender and stop and search (p.= .000). Thus, H1 is confirmed and H𝟶 is rejected as p < 0.05. 

[bookmark: _Toc70753399]4.5.3 Age (ANOVA)

· H1) There is a significant difference between age groups and their views on stop and search. 

· H𝟶) There is no significant difference between age groups and their views on stop and search.

Figure 4.5.3, below, exhibits the comparison of the views on stop and search against age. A significant statistical difference exists between age and the views on stop and search F(5, 408)= 8.788, p.= .000, thus confirming H1 because p < 0.05.
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Table 4.5.3, below, illustrates the relationship between age groups and views on stop and search.

	Table 4.5.3 

	
	Key: 1= I am in support of stop and search, 2= I am in support of stop and search whilst being wary of its pitfalls, 3= Indifferent, 4= I am concerned about stop and search, 5= I am strongly against stop and search, 6= None of the aforementioned statements reflect my views.

	
	Views (% and count)

	Age
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6

	18-24
	12.87%
(13)
	48.51%
(49)
	9.9%
(10)
	23.76%
(24)
	1.98%
(2)
	2.97%
(3)

	25-34
	40.43%
(19)
	40.43%
(19)
	
	14.89%
(7)
	4.26%
(2)
	

	35-44
	32.79% (20)
	40.98%
(25)
	1.64%
(1)
	16.39%
(10)
	8.2%
(5)
	

	45-54
	36.14%
(30)
	54.22%
(45)
	1.2%
(1)
	7.23% 
(6)
	1.2%
(1)
	

	55-64
	49.33%
(37)
	36%
(27)
	2.67%
(2)
	9.33%
(7)
	1.33%
(1)
	1.33%
(1)

	65 and over
	53.19%
(25)
	31.91%
(15)
	
	10.64%
(5)
	4.26%
(2)
	

	Total (414)
	144
	180
	14
	59
	13
	4


[bookmark: _ug57fbzchgov]
[bookmark: _Toc70753400]4.5.4 Appearance (gender - Chi-square)
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Figure 4.5.4, above, shows a significant relationship between gender and participants' answers to question eight (p.=.000). 

[bookmark: _Toc70753401]4.5.4.2 Appearance (age - ANOVA) 

Figure 4.5.4.2, below, shows a significant statistical difference between age and the suggestion that appearance affects the likelihood of being searched F(3, 410)= 6.625, p.= .000). 
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[bookmark: _se4xfl88qd10]
[bookmark: _Toc70753402]4.5.5 Likelihood (gender - Chi-square)

From Figure 4.5.5, below, a significant relationship exists between gender, specific groups in society and the use of stop and search against them (p.=.000). 
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[bookmark: _Toc70753403]4.5.5.2 Likelihood (age - ANOVA) 

Figure 4.5.5.2, below, illustrates a significant statistical difference between age and Q12, which relates to the likelihood of certain groups in society being searched F(3, 410)= 16.871, p.= .000.
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[bookmark: _1xyjpgu0afca]
[bookmark: _weaes7v09tjw]
[bookmark: _Toc70753404]4.5.5.3 Concern (gender Chi-square)

Question 13 continues with the theme of subheading 4.5.5, participants were asked about their concern in relation to certain demographics facing a greater likelihood of being searched. 

· H1) There is a significant relationship between gender and concern for the use of stop and search.

· H𝟶) There is no significant relationship between gender and concern for the use of stop and search. 
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Figure 4.5.5.3, above, indicates a significant statistical relationship between participant’s gender and their concern for the use of stop and search (p.= .000), proving H1 true as p < 0.05. 

[bookmark: _Toc70753405]4.5.6 Confidence (gender - Mann-Whitney U-test) 

In Q9, participants were asked about their confidence in the police to conduct searches without bias and prejudice.
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Figure 4.5.6, above, shows a statistical significance between gender and confidence in the police in relation to stop and search (Mean ranks: male= 170.15, female= 230.09, U= 14927, p.= .000).

[bookmark: _Toc70753406]4.5.6.2 Confidence (age - ANOVA) 

Figure 4.5.6.2, below, illustrates a significant statistical difference between age and confidence in the police to conduct objective searches, F(4, 409)= 11.533, p.= .000.
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[bookmark: _Toc70753407]4.5.7 Community safety (gender - Mann-Whitney U-Test)
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Figure 4.5.7, above, contains the results of statement one (Q17), there is a significant association between gender and the perception of safety emerging from search powers (Mean ranks: male = 172.96, female = 228.39, U= 14735, p.= .000). 

[bookmark: _Toc70753409]4.5.8 Distrust in the police (gender - Mann-Whitney U-Test)
[image: ]
Figure 4.5.8, above, exhibits a significant statistical correlation between gender and the idea that abusing search powers causes distrust in the police (Mean rank: male= 234.29, female= 191.30, U= 15944, p.= .000). 

[bookmark: _Toc70753410]4.5.8.2 Distrust in the police (age - ANOVA)
[image: ]
Figure 4.5.8.2, above, demonstrates a significant statistical difference between age groups and the notion that abusing search powers causes distrust in the police, F(4, 409)= 5.788, p.= .000.

[bookmark: _Toc70753411]4.5.9 Perceived reason for search (age - ANOVA)
[image: ]
Figure 4.5.9, above, shows no significant statistical difference between the variable of age and the participants' answer to Q16, F(4, 409)= .347, p.= .845. 

[bookmark: _Toc70753412]4.5.10 List of objective factors (gender - Chi-square)

Figure 4.5.10, below, demonstrates a significant relationship between participants’ gender and their opinion on a list of objective factors (p.= .000). 
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[bookmark: _Toc70753413]4.5.10.2 List of objective factors (age - ANOVA)

Figure 4.5.10.2, below, illustrates no significant statistical difference between age and the opinion on an objective list of factors, p > 0.05, F(1, 412)= 6.780, p.= .010.
[image: ]
[bookmark: _Toc70753414]4.5.10.3 Objective factors and transparency (gender - Mann-Whitney U Test)

[image: ]Figure 4.5.10.3, below, indicates a significant statistical relationship between gender and the notion of Q11 (Mean ranks: male= 251.84, female= 180.69, U= 13207, p.= .000). 
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[bookmark: _Toc70753415]4.5.11 Summary of tests

	Table 4.5.11 - Summary of statistical tests

	Question
	Test
	Variable
	Sig. difference
	Sig. relationship
	No sig. difference
	p. value

	8
	Chi-square
	Gender
	
	Yes
	
	.000

	
	ANOVA
	Age
	Yes
	
	
	.000

	9
	U-Test
	Gender
	
	Yes
	
	.000

	
	ANOVA
	Age
	Yes
	
	
	.000

	10
	Chi-square
	Gender
	
	Yes
	
	.000

	
	ANOVA
	Age
	
	
	Yes
	.010

	11
	U-Test
	Gender
	
	Yes
	
	.000

	12
	Chi-square
	Gender
	
	Yes
	
	.000

	
	ANOVA
	Age
	Yes
	
	
	.000

	13
	Chi-square
	Gender
	
	Yes
	
	.000

	15
	U-Test
	Gender
	
	Yes
	
	.000

	
	ANOVA
	Age
	Yes
	
	
	.000

	16
	ANOVA
	Age
	
	
	Yes
	.845

	17
	U-Test
	Gender
	
	Yes
	
	.000

	18
	Chi-square
	One sample test
	
	Yes
	
	.000

	
	ANOVA
	Region
	
	
	Yes
	.024

	
	Chi-square
	Gender
	
	Yes
	
	.000

	
	ANOVA
	Age
	Yes
	
	
	.000


[bookmark: _x2bdpyoh0amv][bookmark: _Toc70753416]4.6 Findings and discussion 
The purpose of this research was to determine the public views on stop and search in present time. The findings were consistent with previous studies (e.g., HMIC 2013b; Russell et.al., 2013), the public supports stop and search. Tiratelli et.al., (2018) opine that the public view the tactic as an effective way to fight crime, it therefore possibly explains why the vast majority of participants were in support of stop and search. However, the application of search powers affects the way communities view the police (Scottish Police Authority, 2016).

Of 14 questions from the questionnaire, ten were analysed and a total of 18 statistical tests were conducted using the variables of age, gender, and region. Five significant differences were observed in participants' age and answers to questions 8, 9, 12, 15 and 18. Nine significant relationships between gender and answers to 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15, 17 and 18 were identified (see p.42). No differences were observed in tests between age and questions ten and 16, and the variable of region and question 18. The three proposed hypotheses were confirmed (see pp.29-32). This study discovered that males, females, and different age groups have contrasting perceptions of stop and search. Previous research is limited in analysing the public perception of search powers against the previously stated variables. 

Fewer females were directly in support of stop and search compared to males. A considerable proportion of females support the tactic whilst being aware of its pitfalls, more than males. Perhaps, females better understand the disadvantages of stop and search compared to males or are acquainted with contemporary societal issues. Also, females are understood to be more empathetic and caring which may explain this pattern (Queller, 1997; Mestre et.al., 2009; Christov-Moore et.al, 2014). Russell et.al., (2013) found males supportive of stop and search because of an enhanced sense of safety. Analysis of Q17 found that equally as many males as females feel safer in their community due to stop and search being used. However, there also was a large proportion of females who were indifferent to that aspect. Latest publications conclude that stop and search keeps the public safe (College of Policing, 2020; Metropolitan Police, 2020b). However, this contradicts with the findings of the Scottish Police Authority (2016) who determined that only a minority felt safe. 

A previous study by HMIC (2013b) concluded that individuals aged 55 and over are more likely to be in support of stop and search as they believe it has a positive impact on crime). The findings are consistent with the conclusions of the aforementioned research, older age groups firmly support stop and search. Age groups below the 55-64 years old threshold were more likely to support stop and search whilst being conscious of its pitfalls. Whereas young adults aged 18-24 were most concerned about the use of stop and search, in line with the findings of Russell et.al., (2013) who specifically explored the impact of stop and search on young people. 

Additionally, age groups of 25-34 and 35-44 year old’s were concerned about the use of stop and search more than any older age groups. Males under the age of 30 are more likely to be stopped and searched regardless of ethnicity (Clancy et.al., 2001). Last year, 73% of all searches by the City of London Police (2020) were conducted on individuals aged 18-34, those aged 18-24 accounted for 39% of searches and 25-34 year old’s accounted for 34%. Furthermore, 31.5% of positive outcome searches conducted by the Metropolitan Police (2020) were on 18-24 year old’s. Hence, a correlation may exist between the use of stop and search on particular demographics and their concern for the use of the tactic. 

Researchers agree that some groups in society, especially black males are more likely to be searched (e.g., Delsol and Shiner, 2006; EHRC, 2010; Hargreaves, 2018). However, no evidence suggests that individuals of BAME groups are more likely to carry illicit items (Brown, 2021). Answers to Q13 show that females were more concerned with the use of stop and search on particular demographics than males. A vast proportion of males were not concerned with the use of stop and search against certain demographics. On the other hand, females were mostly slightly concerned, more females reported serious concern than males. Also, age groups under 55 mostly agree that stop and search is used too much on certain groups in society. Which corroborates the idea that the age affects one’s perception of stop and search. 

No list of objective factors on which to base a search exists (Brown 2020). When questioned about the necessity for such a list, responses differed across the two genders. In Q11, from the two genders a vast proportion of females (44.4%) agreed that stop and search would become more transparent if such a list were to be introduced. On the contrary, only 15.2% of males agreed with that statement. Likewise, more females were of the opinion that introducing a list of objective factors would make stop and search more transparent. In response to Q9, a large proportion of females are not confident in the police to conduct unbiased searches, unlike males. 

Stop and search should be used predominantly against knife crime (House of Commons Home Affairs Committee, 2019). However, 63% of all searches sought to find drugs, followed by 16% for offensive weapons (Flatley, 2020). In this study, most participants answered that drugs are the most common reason for a search, followed by offensive weapons. There was no significant difference between age and the perceived reason for a search. Thus, it appears that there is a contrast between the public and government ideas on the main use of stop and search. Most recently, HMICFRS (2021) questions the need for the policing of controlled substances through stop and search. Out of all possession based searches, approximately 25% find drugs. Consequently, the tactic is not used against offences that matter the most to the public interest or are a high priority for police forces (ibid.). 

[bookmark: _Toc70753417]4.7 Conclusion 
Objective three has been partially achieved:

    “Conduct social research and analyse the current social standpoint on stop and search.”

The data on the public views on stop and search was analysed. Objective three will be revisited in the upcoming chapter which will identify new areas for exploration, implications, and recommendations. See Appendices 4-8 for data omitted from the main body of this dissertation. 
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