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This essay will explore the different styles of learning and how the variation in style may suit different types of people depending on their requirements. The research I have gathered will give the strengths and weaknesses to the different learning styles and discuss how each of them works and the difference between the two main learning styles. In addition to this, this essay will discuss the role personal learning environments plays for students whilst at the university learning business and how it is different for each pupil. This essay will also explain the importance of digital technology in today’s society as it plays a vital role in every student’s ability to complete work and assignments for our business course studies.
There are many different learning styles and different people may find it easier to learn in certain environments, depending on their situation or personal preference.
One of the main styles of learning is individual learning. This can be defined as the practise of encouraging students to learn at their own pace and in their own chosen style of learning. This approach allows students to focus on a task with no distractions that they may otherwise have had if they were working within part of a group. This approach allows the student to be flexible as they can complete their work in their own time and at their own pace. It is informal as students are able to work on their own or even from the comfort of their own home. This learning style is autonomous as it allows the student to control the situation and be able to complete their work how they like. However there is a weakness to this style as by sole working, a student could potentially be missing out on important input and ideas from their peers by not working within a group.

Another style of learning is collaborative learning. This style can be described as an educational method of using groups working together to improve learning. By working together, it allows the students to learn new concepts and ideas from their peers and to work together to solve problems and complete tasks. This approach allows active participation from the learners in analysing any facts or concepts. The group will then be required to collaborate to discuss and understand any of the concepts being introduced to them. Learners are able to achieve a more comprehensive understanding as a group than they do as individuals by debating their views and listening to other perspectives and articulating their points. The weaknesses in this approach are that there may be diversity in ideas from other members in the group which could potentially lead to disagreements.

David Kolb, is an educational author with experiential learning experiences and publications in mind. David Kolb practices the principle that people learn through discovery and experience. David Kolb claims that learning is a complex process in which we can continuously create our own learning and growth by using Kolb’s four stage learning cycle.

“Learning is the process whereby knowledge is created through the transformation of experience” (Kolb, 1984, p. 38). David Kolb’s learning theory outlines four distinct learning types which focuses on a four stage learning cycle which he believes can be applied to any learning situation. The four learning types are concrete experience (feeling), reflective observation (watching), abstract conceptualisation (thinking) and active experimentation (doing). David Kolb states that different individuals generally prefer a different learning style to one another. There are varying factors such as experiences, social environment and the fundamental human cognitive structure which will influence a persons chosen style.

The concrete experience would be a student being a part of something and having the experience. Reflective organisation would then follow with the student reflecting on the experience. Abstract conceptualisation would be what the student has learnt from the experience and finally the active experimentation would be the student putting to practise what they have learnt. I believe using this theory would be productive as it allows the learner to break down the process of learning to make it simpler and easier to understand.

Personally I struggle to learn in a group setting due to getting nervous around others which can then affect my ability to concentrate. I find it much easier to focus when I practise individual learning as I can complete my work at my own pace. From the group forum, there seems to be a varied opinion on which learning style students prefer as some student’s are happier to learn in a group, being able to share opinions and ideas, whereas others find it easier to focus on their own work without others distracting them. I believe digital technology plays an important part of my learning as I am able to use it to carry out my research and access the Universities moodle website to view the course modules and access information from our lectures. Being able to access everything from home has been important due to the recent ongoing pandemic of the Coronavirus. All students have been able to continue their learning and view lectures on-line and keep in contact with the lecturers and their peers. If digital technology was not available, this situation would make learning and continuing our course extremely difficult. This shows the importance of digital technology and how it allows us to stay connected with our learning and people.

Personal Learning Environments also known as can be described as a mix of tools, people and programmes that contain individualised resources and learning approaches. It is focused around the learning efforts of the participant. A students personal learning environment can be a combination of information given by the lecturers, lectures and any course resources. Every students requirements will vary and will require them to personalise their own Personal Learning Environments depending on their needs. From looking at the groups forum on Personal Learning Environments, it seems that everyone has their own style and depending on experience and abilities - students seem to agree that everyone has different requirements and should adapt their own Personal Learning Environments to reflect this.
Although this year has been my first experience of University, the process has been a lot simpler than I thought. There are many resources to assist students with their courses such as moodle and there are always computers available with internet use to use within the University. There are many options for learning and the lecturers have explained all aspects of the course in great detail which makes the process much easier. As described by the The American Library Association's digital-literacy task force Digital literacy is the ability to use information communication technology to locate, assess, construct and communicate knowledge that needs both cognitive and technical skills.
From the research gathered in the group forum it is noticeable that some of the students who have began on the course may not have much experience with technology and therefore are struggling with keeping up to date with all of the information provided on-line from the University. As mentioned by Sandra Richards Davies in the group forum, “I find that I am "stuck" in a mode of traditional learning”. She has mentioned numerous times in lectures that she is having to learn everything regarding on-line and using social media to complete her work as she does not have a lot of experience with it. Sandra has asked members of the class for help and she has received advice and students have explained how she can access certain things on moodle for example. There are some mature students on my course which have mentioned they have struggled with some of the on-line aspects of the course such as accessing moodle to view modules and joining the group chat forums. Although this has been an issue for some of the mature students as they aren’t as advanced with technology as some of the other students within the group, this allows students which have different knowledge to help them and inform them on how to use the university programmes. As the group of students in my class are diverse in age, skills and abilities it allows us all to teach and help each other with any struggles we may have. I myself have found digital technology to play a vital role in my learning abilities as I have been able to use the on-line module information from moodle to help with my research when completing assignments. I have found digital technology is a strength in support to my learning and I would not be able to complete my assignments without it. The only weaknesses I have found with digital technology is that a couple of students have had issues with their internet failing moments before assignments were due to be handed in and this has resulted in them being capped at 40% due to the assignment then being handed in late. I believe that digital technology and being able to use social media platforms is important when creating a business as the students on this business course are benefiting from learning more about the use of digital technology. This knowledge will play a vital role in their future businesses as in today’s society it is the most popular way of communicating with clients and the fastest way to publicise your business’s brand and gain a reputation. 
If I had the opportunity to advise new undergraduates who may take up the same programme as I have, I would advise them to keep up to date with work, make plenty of notes in lectures to read back through the on-line lectures on moodle to ensure it is fresh in their memory for when they need to complete assignments. There are many options for learning support from the University which I believe some of the students are unaware of. The University offers a one to one support session weekly if required and this can support students in writing essays and time management. I would advise any new students to utilise this service as this would help them plan their time more efficiently and help them to complete assignments on time and also help them to structure their assignments academically, which I have found difficult myself as I have no previous academic experience. I was unaware of this service until recently therefore have not been able to benefit from the support. I do believe that if I had known about this support sooner, it would have helped me improve the scores on my assignments to a considerable amount.

To conclude from the research I have gathered from on-line and from our own group forum that every student has their own learning style. Some people prefer to engage in collaborative learning as this may benefit them with the support and ideas from others whereas more private students may prefer to work better on their own and work with individual learning. Furthermore, it seems that everyone in the group forum agrees that each student has their own personal learning environment depending on their needs and experiences. From the research gathered and my own personal experience whilst being a student I believe that digital technology is incredibly important to allow people to access the information they need for their learning and to allow students to come together to discuss and support each other through the learning process. 
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