
‘Evidence over many decades and

from many countries seems to
show that family background
continues to be a major
determinant of educational
outcomes for children and young
people. Put simply, the poorer a
child’s family is, the less well they
are likely to do in the education
system’ Pierson (2010)

‘Social mobility in Britain is low. For a child born in 

the UK today, their educational opportunities and 

life chances are strongly linked to their parents 

socio-economic background. This is the challenge 

we face’.                           Sutton Trust (2020) 

‘Education has ‘done 
nothing’ to improve 
social mobility’.

‘The gap in attainment between children from the poorest and richest

backgrounds, already large at age five, grew particularly fast during the

primary school years. By age eleven, only around three-quarters of

children from the poorest fifth of families reached the expected level at

Key Stage 2, compared with 97 per cent of children from the richest fifth’.

Goodman and Gregg (2010)

Heckman (2020)

What is the Pupil Development Grant? 

• Closing the attainment gap is a key element of the Welsh Government's "national mission"

to improve education and it has invested heavily in that aim.

• The pupil deprivation grant was introduced in 2012, evolving into the pupil development

grant (PDG), and expanded for younger children and to cover costs such as uniform and

kit.

• In the Welsh budget for 2020-21 £101m is allocated for the PDG.

• It provides £1,150 extra to schools for every pupil eligible for free school meals, and an

extra £700 for eligible three and four-year olds. Lewis (2020)

Purpose of the grant
‘The purpose of the PDG is to improve outcomes for learners eligible for

free school meals (eFSM) and Looked After Children (LAC). It is intended

to overcome the additional barriers that prevent learners from

disadvantaged backgrounds achieving their full potential’. Davies (2015)
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At ages 15/16, standardised tests 
and examination results reveal that 
on average there is a gap of 32 to 34 
per cent between what children 
living in poverty achieve compared 
with other children

Egan (2012).

The Welsh Government is committed to developing policies and 

procedures that  ensure all pupils potentials are fulfilled. ‘We 

recognise the impact of success in learning on health, social and 

emotional well-being, parenting and the economic success of Wales’. 

Welsh Assembly (2019) 

Anonymous (2018)
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Vu (2019)

Staufenberg (2017) 

Scott (2016) 
Withheld (2019)

Loynes (2014)

https://gov.wales/pupil-development-grant-access

