Question 1
Assume that you a solicitor at Singleton Solicitors. You have just been called to the cells in the court building, where you meet with Rachel Jones. You have received the initial details of the prosecution case (IDPC) from the police, which show that Rachel Jones is of clean character. There are no witness statements in the IDPC, but you understand from the case summary that no one has provided a witness statement and there is no video footage of the incident, but there is bodycam footage from police of the arrest. It shows that PC Roberts did not properly caution Rachel Jones. It also shows Rachel Jones saying following arrest “she (Mary Thomas) deserved it”.
You have deliberately not been told under what grounds PC Roberts has arrested Rachel Jones.
Citing the relevant provisions from PACE and PACE Code G assess whether the arrest of Rachel Jones lawful and explain which provisions could have been relied upon by PC Roberts to carry out the arrest.
Elements of Arrest under section 24 PACE 2.1 A lawful arrest requires two elements: A person’s involvement or suspected involvement or attempted involvement in the commission of a criminal offence;
 AND Reasonable grounds for believing that the person’s arrest is necessary. • both elements must be satisfied, and • it can never be necessary to arrest a person unless there are reasonable grounds to suspect them of committing an offence.
 2 G Codes of Practice – Code G Statutory power of arrest by police officers
 2.2 The arrested person must be informed that they have been arrested, even if this fact is obvious, and of the relevant circumstances of the arrest in relation to both the above elements. The custody officer must be informed of these matters on arrival at the police station. See paragraphs 2.9, 3.3 and Note 3 and Code C paragraph 3.4.





Question 2

Assume you are the prosecutor at court for the first hearing. You have received the initial details of the prosecution case (IDPC) from the police. You have also received additional material that is not in the IDPC. The material indicates that Mary Thomas has refused to give a statement and house to house enquiries have revealed that there were no witnesses to the alleged assault and there is no CCTV. 

Applying the Code for Crown Prosecutors to the case study, determine if the case should proceed, explaining your rationale at each stage. 




Prosecutors must only start or continue a prosecution when the case has passed both stages of the Full Code Test. The exception is when the Threshold Test may be applied (see section 5). 
4.2
 The Full Code Test has two stages: (i) the evidential stage; followed by (ii) the public interest stage. 4.3 The Full Code Test should be applied: a. when all outstanding reasonable lines of inquiry have been pursued; or b. prior to the investigation being completed, if the prosecutor is satisfied that any further evidence or material is unlikely to affect the application of the Full Code Test, whether in favour of or against a prosecution. 4.4 In most cases prosecutors should only consider whether a prosecution is in the public interest after considering whether there is sufficient evidence to prosecute. However, there will be cases where it is clear, prior to reviewing all the evidence, that the public interest does not require a prosecution. In these instances, prosecutors may decide that the case should not proceed further. 4.5 Prosecutors should only take such a decision when they are satisfied that the broad extent of the criminality has been determined and that they are able to make a fully informed assessment of the public interest. If prosecutors do not have sufficient information to take such a decision, the investigation should continue and a decision taken later in accordance with the Full Code Test set out in this section. 





Question 3

Assume that you a solicitor at Singleton Solicitors representing Rachel Jones at the first hearing. The initial details of the prosecution case (IDPC) which that Rachel Jones is of clean character. Assume Rachel Jones has just entered a not guilty plea to the charge and the prosecutor is seeking to remand Rachel Jones into custody, using the case study, and the information in this question, prepare submissions to use to oppose the pros using the Bail Annex 

Question 4

Assume that you the prosecutor and that Rachel Jones has entered a guilty plea to the charge at he first hearing. 

1. Using the sentencing guidelines, determine if the case is suitable to be dealt with in the Magistrates Court, giving reasons for your determination. 


1. Using the sentencing guidelines, and assuming Rachel Jones pled guilty at the first opportunity on the full facts contained in the case study, prepare submissions for the court on sentencing as if you were the prosecutor.


