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Research Methods 

Discuss, using specific examples, the strengths of using reliable and valid tests in psychological research















Introduction 

This essay will attempt to demonstrate a clear understanding of the correct academic writing conventions within psychology using the APA format. The essay will then attempt to describe the advantages and disadvantages of the different study designs that are applied to different research questions and will then follow on to describing the ethical issues surrounding specific qualitive and quantitative research studies. The essay will then gather the appropriate qualitive and quantitative data and conduct a basic data analysis. 

APA Academic Standards for Psychology

Throughout any psychology report, essay, study there will always be a set of conventional guidelines to follow, which in this case would be in APA format. These conventions will aid the individuals work, allowing them to achieve the best possible marks allowing them to progress. These conventions will include formatting the text size 12 in Times New Roman and double spacing after each written line, along with the individual producing their work in the correct order starting with a title page, introduction, main body including references, and finally a reference list. The introduction is an overview of the individuals work and should allow the reader to gain a clear understanding of what the essay will entail. The main body is the heart of the essay and should allow the reader to receive a clear answer to the essay question, whilst also using the appropriate references related to the essay question. The reference list should contain all the references used within the essay and be placed in alphabetical order. 

Qualitative and Quantitative Strengths & Limitations 

Both qualitative and quantitative are equally appropriate within psychological research. Qualitative research is used by gathering observations, interviews, or focus groups and can also be gathered through written documents and case studies. Quantitative research is used by gathering surveys allowing the information to be counted. A strength for qualitative research would be that it provides more detailed information to explain complicated issues, and a weakness would be that collection all the relevant data can be extremely time consuming.  A strength for quantitative research would be that the data collected is usually easy to analyse, and a weakness would be that the data is limited and may not allow the reader to have a complete understanding of the data.

Ethical issues in qualitive & quantitative research methods 

One of the ethical issues surrounding qualitive research methods could be the relationship between the researcher and participant due to the respect og privacy, honest and open interaction and the chance of misrepresentation. Another ethical issues could be due to the research design as sometimes a conflict between the right to know and the right of privacy may happen. One of the ethical issues surrounding quantitative research methods could be due to the difficulty of asking certain questions. Another ethical issue could be ensuring no harm comes to any of the participants, as you cannot predict what will upset the participant. 

Qualitive & Quantitative data analysis 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Qualitative analysis is multifaceted, it allows you to display the most grounded difference between findings due to this kind of analysis not needing to be restricted by the number of classifications. Quantitative analysis allows the researcher to process the data using a distinctive set of classification and rules, before that the futures are classified, that helps to complete the statistical models, having a reflection on the outcomes of the observation.





