Task: Identify the author’s claim

“Self-praise is no praise at all.” This was one of my grandmother’s maxims. It is not socially acceptable to brag about yourself and your accomplishments, she said. Ladies and gentlemen do not boast.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	But Grandma did not live in today’s competitive work environment. Modesty is worse than useless at a job interview when dozens of my fellow – students are vying for the job I want. I’d be a fool not to tell the recruiter about the excellent paper I wrote about cause-and-effect analysis, and how much I have learnt about her company by surfing the internet. And after I get the job, if I don’t tell my boss how well my project is going, or the great skills I’m picking up at my Part-time study, who will? How will she know that I’m the one deserving of the big year-end bonus? Team-work is hot these days, and it’s easy to get lost in the crowd. I’ve got to let the right people know how many great ideas and long hours of work I contributed to the team effort. In short, it’s a dog-eat-dog world, and if I want to get ahead, I’ve got to make the loudest bark.
