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Preface 
This essay looks at the concept of the soul from the classical world, including the cosmology and culture and how this philosophy has influenced the evolution of the Western popular cultural thought and astrology. Plato is the focus from the Classical period, from his various works; The Republic X,  Timaeus and Phaedrus, highlighting the concepts of the soul and the cosmos, tracing this Platonic influence to influential astrological thinkers of 20th Century in the UK; Alan Leo and Margaret Hone.
Introduction
The lifetime of Plato
 was marked by a period of instability and turmoil and yet there was also the polarity, a development of a high culture embodied in abstract metaphysical thinking and philosophy.  Plato founded an Academy in Athens and had famous students such as Aristotle (who studied with Plato for 20 years and was nicknamed by him as ‘the brain’
) and Eudoxus the Astronomer.
 Plato was influenced by Heraclitus (all things change), Socrates (explaining the Universe and Morals) and Pythagoras  (the Universe is mathematical) and lived in war torn, turbulent times in Athens
.  Plato didn’t specifically focus in on a clear definition of the soul, it is mentioned in various writings spread over fifty or more years, during which his views changed and ‘they have to be collected from more or less incidental references scattered throughout the dialogues’
 His three great influential works for astrology, in relation to his theories of soul are the Timaeus, which is a dialogue between several male characters, one of whom is Timaeus, an astronomer, which begins by describing the Soul of the Universe and the Republic X where he details the Myth of Er and the Phaedrus. In these texts he extends his world view out into the cosmos and creates story and myth to illustrate his ideas.
Ancient Greece was a well recorded era, we have a wealth of references i.e. works of Homer, notably the Iliad and the stories of the hero’s journey, (Orphic tradition) all portrayed in today’s popular culture in films and children’s cartoons. The soul is mentioned in Homeric literature, as the difference between a living person and a corpse, when a person was dead the soul had departed, Eric Roberts states that throughout Greek literature the primary meaning of the soul was the vital force
. This term is still in use today in Homeopathic philosophy as recorded in the Organon
 as the animating force, the Dynamis, stanza 9 ‘During health, a spiritual power (autocracy, Vital Force) animates the organism and keeps it in harmonious order.’
 A matter of fact medical perspective. Livingstone
 in his commentary says ‘The Orphics believed in the immortality and transmigration of the soul, holding that after death each soul was rewarded or punished ten times over for its deeds in the body and then was born again’.  It’s in the Phaedrus that Plato illustrates the concept of reincarnation; the soul begins to have a more mystical, spiritual, metaphysical role, the dialogue is between Socrates and Phaedrus talking under a tree listening to cicadas and Phaedrus asks Socrates if he has heard the story of the grasshoppers ‘who have been human beings in an age before the Muses…..and now they live again in the grasshopper’s’
  here he articulates the concept of transmigration of the soul and moves it out of the human body, via mythology to insects. In popular culture in the 1970’s there was a  TV series called Kung Fu
 about a martial arts student who’s wise learned teacher always called him ‘grasshopper’, referencing the influence of Plato’s teachings on soul and reincarnation. Astrologically in social media there are old 1980’s lectures from Jeff Wolf Green
  who spoke of meeting a man who had  a past life memory of being a praying mantis. Green founded Evolutionary Astrology, with students such as Steven Forrest
 and Kaypacha
, who particularly focus on the reincarnation of the soul and past lives within the birthchart. In the opening dedication/quote to his book on Pluto
, Green quotes Swami Sri Yukteswar
 ‘A child is born on that day and at that hour when the celestial rays are in mathematical harmony with his individual karma. His horoscope is a challenging portrait, revealing his unalterable past and its probable future result. But the natal chart can be rightly interpreted only by men of intuitive wisdom: these are few’ echoing Plato’s mathematical universe model, the soul’s descent through the planets and reincarnation story.
Culture

Eagleton in his book ‘The idea of Culture’
 states in his introduction that ‘If the word “culture” traces a momentous historical transition, it also encodes a number of key philosophical issues…..what we do to the world and what it does to us’.
 This encapsulates what occurred in the Classical period, with the explosion of philosophical schools and Platonic thought. The ‘momentous’ was probably in response to the volatility of the time, the schools of thought that evolved were responses as ‘coping philosophies’
 to the uncertain times and  the concepts of soul and cosmos became central to the ideas of Plato. Eagleton’s ‘what we do to the World and what it does to us’ is a similar concept to Plato’s theory of God; the Cosmos as the ultimate ‘Being’, the divine intelligence behind the creation of all things. The awareness of our consciousness creates a fixed point, we have observation, reaction, space, time and change, ergo we have ‘Becoming’, where all things are subject to change. Matthew Arnold a Classic’s scholar and influenced by Plato, see’s culture as ‘perfection’ the ‘study and pursuit of perfection’
 and situates this in the Platonic concept of Being and Becoming; ‘culture is considered not merely as the endeavour to see and learn this, but as the endeavour, also, to make it prevail, the moral, social and beneficent character of culture becomes manifest.’
 For Arnold, becoming is culture.  All emerges out of the one mind, the universal, there is a blueprint, and it’s then incarnated, illustrated via Plato’s story of the bed. The scope of these subsequent philosophical ideas can still be felt today in politics, gender, art, astrology, science, spirituality, popular culture etc.  For a current  famous high culture example we only have to look to the 1999 Turner Prize shortlist; Tracy Emin’s ‘My Bed’
 where we can see a direct manifestation and exploration of a seminal Platonic subject matter.  
‘God who made the Form, the craftsman who makes, e.g. the bed “with his eyes on the form” and the artist who copies what the craftsman has made; three skills, that of the user, of the maker, and of the artist’. 
 Plato’s ideas still alive and influencing postmodernist high culture, illustrating that ‘what exists first in the universe is abstract ideas, or forms, ideas, idealist philosophy’.
 J.L. Stocks writing about Plato’s tripartite soul, or ‘forms, kinds or characters’ makes the point that we have to be aware of the cultural influences at play and see Plato as embedded in his time and culture, ‘and the difference between the Greek and the modern view of soul.’
 Yet he goes onto to highlight how important this concept is and how modern thinkers have not grasped its profundity and tracks it back to Socrates and Pythagoras. This concept is still influential today especially in the discipline of psychology with Jung but also with the evolution of astrological thinking and archetypes, as developed especially in Modern Astrology in the early 20th Century.
Soul in various works
 In The Republic X  and Timaeus Plato gives us soul insights, ‘The Myth of Er’ in The Republic is a tale of a hero, who has what today we would call a near death experience ‘and on the twelfth day, as he was lying on the funeral pile, he returned to life and told them what he had seen in the other world’
. Plato also goes on to detail of ‘the spindle of Necessity, on which revolutions turn’
 Plato’s model of the planets  where Lachesis awaits with the lots that the soul must  draw for their new cycle of life and mortality and has to descend through the planets to reach Earth where the soul has to evolve and find wisdom. In the Timaeus Plato expands about the soul; ‘The very purpose of the union of body and the immortal soul was to allow for the refinement of the immortal character, contained in the soul, to enable it to prepare itself for its eventual reunion with the World Soul.’
 This ‘pulling the individual towards reuniting with the divine’
  Brady explores in reference to various writers; F.J.K. Soontiëns interprets this pull in Plato’s Cosmology as ‘a teleological force embedded in each soul’
  and Francis Cornforth’s view of reason as ‘reproducing in his own nature the beauty and harmony revealed in the cosmos’
  Plato stated that this was ‘humanities gift of reason’
 that navigated the incarnational journey.  This was Plato’s concept of fate, the whole raison d’être for the incarnation. Chris Brennan in his interview with Dr Justin Sledge
 discusses the Timaeus and in particular the line about the conjunctions and oppositions of planets ‘sending terrors and intimations of the future to those who cannot calculate their movements’, 
 yet even though it’s in the Timaeus, Brennan notes that it may not have been written by Plato but was added later in commentary and translation work by Thrasyllus.
 
Plato in the Republic X states ‘that our soul is immortal and never perishes’
 the nous, the one mind, which is the Universal Soul, that just is, and this nous gives us one drop as we incarnate. As a child when I made a silly mistake I remember adults saying to me, ‘use your nous’ (in Manchester its pronounced nouse as in mouse), this timeless piece of the spark of Life stays with us and returns to source as we die,  ‘therefore, everything is an emanation from the Universe and everything is interconnected’  as Campion  states ‘this is the paradox, as soon as consciousness thinks, it moves, time happens’
 from the One, to the awareness of the other, the ‘Being’ and ‘Becoming’, so is life a dialogue with these parts of ourselves?  The divine drop and our chosen incarnation.
Cosmology
Nick Campion gives a definition  of cosmology ‘as the science, theory or study of the universe as an orderly system, and of the laws that govern it; in particular, a branch of astronomy that deals with the structure and evolution of the universe. Crucial to a cultural application of cosmology is the understanding that the Earth, humanity and society are an integral part of the cosmos.’
  Ward Rutherford maintains that ‘this untranslatable word, traditionally said to be of Pythagoras’ own coining, embraces connotations of order, perfection and beauty: the interaction, one might say, of the parts in the whole as the various organs interact in the living creature’.
 The very definition of cosmology is in essence Platonic, that there is a universal order informed from a Pythagorean lineage of a mathematical model of the planets, arranged in musical harmonies. ‘Wherefore, using the language of probability, we may say that the world became a living creature truly endowed with soul and intelligence by the providence of God.’
  This in the 20th century was illustrated in music by Gustav’s Holst’s ‘The Planets’
 where he used the inspiration of his own birth chart and the Platonic seven spheres model, Raymond Head believes that Holst was influenced by ‘The Art of Synthesis’  written by Alan Leo in 1912,  as the titles for his Planets was the same format as Leo’s chapters and Neptune the Mystic is Leo’s exact words.
 This is most likely as they both were involved with the Theosophical movement to varying degrees. 
The Platonic view of the Cosmos, is laid out in the Timaeus
 where he says that the cosmos is a living creature with a soul and intelligence and he goes on to give specifications of how the demiurge has created the soul. Dmitri Nikulin
 proposes a different interpretation of  Plato’s mathematics, he states that as we currently draw out the mathematical instructions we are following Cartesian thinking, but if we look at the instructions in a different way, and we bend the lines differently we perceive a toroidal field ‘If the demiurge creates not a sphere but a torus, this alters the whole picture of the cosmos, since sphere and torus are not topologically equivalent. Moreover, the torus account of Plato’s myth allows us to reconsider the structure of the cosmos differently from the typical sphere account’  this toroidal model  is commensurate with current thinking in science and physics in the 21st Century and would indeed alter the paradigm that we currently hold of the cosmos. 
Planets as time keepers
The schools of Pythagoras and Plato acknowledge the planets as time keepers from their astronomical observations. The planets are cyclical, the philosophers came up with models of time, energy, influence, which is the bedrock of astrology. ‘The sun and moon and five other stars, which are called the planets, were created by him in order to distinguish and preserve the numbers of time’.
 All astrologers are familiar with the cycles of each planet and use them as markers of importance in birthcharts, e.g. Saturn Return, lunations and solar returns/birthdays being famous examples. Currently there is a lot of interest on social media with the amount of planets coming up to 0 degrees of Aries and the last time this time cycle occurred for each planet. In the Timaeus Plato details and explains the concept of differing speeds of the planets which could be said to be the concept central to astrology of retrograde ‘those which revolved fastest appeared to be overtaken by those which moved slower although they really overtook them; for the motion of the same made them all turn in a spiral, and because some went one way and some another, that which receded most slowly from the sphere of the same, which was the swiftest, appeared to follow it most nearly.’

Modern Astrology

One of the most influential modern figures in the propagation of Platonic ideas of the soul is Alan Leo.
Kim Farnell  in her biography states that ‘he was the first modern astrologer. He took an obscure, niche interest, repackaged it and placed it firmly at the centre of popular culture.’
 Leo from humble working class roots had the good fortune of several interesting factors occur for him as an astrologer; front and foremost was his interest  and involvement in the Theosophical movement in the UK where he and his wife Bessie founded the Astrological  lodge in London in 1915, within the Theosophical Building
 that still operates today. His alignment with the beliefs of Madame Blavatsky the founder of the Theosophical movement permeated his astrology, reinforcing the Platonic influence of the soul; that it reincarnates, that it is an emanation of nous, a divine spark, that it yearns to return to source, that incarnated life follows a blue print of the birth chart, which the soul has chosen for the development of the persons moral character.
One ship drives east and another drives west
With the self-same winds that blow.
’Tis the set of the sails
And not the gales
Which tells us the way they go.
Like the winds of the sea are the ways of fate
As we voyage along through life:
’Tis the act of the soul
That decides its goal
And not the calm or the strife

This poem by Leo eloquently demonstrates his Platonic views on the soul.
Following Blavatsky’s spiritual emphasis on the Sun, he placed the Sun front and centre in his cosmology (he changed his surname to Leo) adhering to the  Platonic idea of the mathematical universe with the Sun at the centre, which was to go on to lay the foundation for Sun Sign Astrology in popular culture as well as  to influence how computer astrology formats and analyses and lays out horoscopes  today, with the Sun having central emphasis, ‘viewing the Sun as the single most important factor in the birth chart, Alan had gradually discarded the centuries old list of zodiacal attributes and he ignored physical characteristics to focus on inner character. His descriptions of the signs set the tone for future Sun sign descriptions’.
 This was to be hugely influential for the next generation of psychological astrologers;  his Platonic belief that ‘consciousness was primary and that that matter emerged out of mind/nous and that true knowledge could only be obtained in the realm of consciousness’
 ‘Every human being is a ‘Divine Fragment’, a centre within the Universal Divine Consciousness, inseparably united with every other centre, and ultimately all blended in one by the Universal Life and Consciousness in which they are centred. If we compare the Universal Life with a flame, the human soul is a spark of that flame, not really separated from it. If we use the comparison of a diamond, the soul is a facet of that diamond. If we employ the symbolism of sound, the soul is one note in the mighty chord that sounds throughout the whole of creation. It is beginning-less and endless but apart from the Universal Life it is nothing.

The small blank circle is the ‘Self’ and all that exists apart from the ‘self’ or ‘That’ in the circle of the horoscope is the ‘Not Self’. I know this sounds very metaphysical, but the idea should be grasped, if we wish to penetrate into the mysteries of esoteric astrology, that the ‘Self’ is eternally pure, immortal and divine. In essence it is one with God, and until this essence has identified itself with a form in which first self-consciousness, and afterwards super-consciousness is reached, it does not know itself as part and yet ‘one’ with its source’ His job as a travelling salesman meant that he travelled widely, giving lectures,  mainly to large audiences of women, and used his salesman’s background to publish, market and distribute his pocket sized teaching manuals as well as travel with the Theosophical Society to conferences in France and Germany where he made contacts for his books to be translated and distributed. The Platonic seeds that were propagated in India with the spread of Greek philosophical thinking back in Ancient times coming round the Earth to find fertile ground in the UK and parts of Europe. This coupled with the  boom era of rail travel and a post office service that delivered as many as 7 times a day in London meant that correspondence could be used as a dialogue and teaching platform reaching all parts of Britain and was the equivalent culturally of the internet today.  Margaret Hone says of him ‘The high principles of Alan Leo and his understanding of the ancient wisdom through the theosophical teachings, gave pure astrology an ethical status and lifted it away from fortune-telling and commercialism’
 clearly seating Leo in the lineage of Plato via Blavatsky, particularly as astrologers were subject to the law and were sentenced to hard labour if found guilty of predicting, a law that wasn’t repealed until 1989.
 Leo also saw the astrologer’s soul as having a part to play, as seen here talking about the birthchart  ‘It should be read as much between the lines as literally, for the most any astrologer can do is to interpret the planetary influences according to the light of the spirit that is within him’

Margaret Hone herself influenced by Plato saw her role as building on Alan Leo’s work, especially in light of ethics and moral lineage, in her book’s dedication she calls astrology the ‘Royal Art’ and how from Alan Leo ‘it has flourished in this century, has been purged of many of its superstitions and gained the respect of all who give time to its study’ 
 and highlights The Witchcraft Act of 1735 and The Vagrancy Act 1929 that calls astrologers ‘charlatans, rogues and vagabonds’
 for fortune telling as opposed to astrologers  from the early days ‘who tried to find out the facts of what we now call astronomy and who also had the belief that men’s  movements could be correlated with those of the heavenly bodies.’
 Her way of continuing the profession is, like Leo, education, but with an emphasis on the standard and quality of education for the professional astrologer, of the history, the lineage, the ethics of the profession, she is vociferous in her moral rigour for the profession, yet doesn’t flinch from stating in her introduction in capital letters that ‘ASTROLOGY IS A UNIQUE SYSTEM OF INTERPRETATION OF THE CORRELATON OF PLANETARY ACTION IN HUMAN EXPERIENCE.’
 and quotes C.G. Jung ‘Whatever is born, or done, in this moment of time, has the qualities of this moment of time’
 as proof of the ‘secret’ of astrology, the understanding of Time, linking directly back to Pythagorean/Platonic numerical universe and the planets as time keepers. She also doesn’t use the word birthchart but ‘map’
 a route to be travelled.  Her last paragraph in her introduction is about freewill and gives WW2 as the backdrop to her comments of how ‘man only has freewill within limits’
 as ‘he is indissolubly part of it (the physical world) and subject to its changing pattern as formed by the planets in their orbits’ and that he must ‘attune himself to what is beyond the terrestrial pattern. In this way, though he may not escape terrestrial happenings, by the doctrine of free and willing “acceptance” he can “will” that his real self is free in its reaction to them.’
 Hone is not as forthright as Leo, having no spiritual or metaphysical influences inherent in her writings,  although her classical roots are present, she is however, scientific, quotes Einstein and Jung and is determined that astrology is the ‘Royal Art’ descended from the classics.
Conclusion
From the writings of Plato, Timaeus, Republic X, Phaedrus we can trace many references to the soul, consciousness, God/Divinity, incarnation and the cosmos that have had a direct influence on the evolution of esoteric philosophy and astrology in the West most notably in the writings and teachings of Alan Leo and Margaret Hone in the UK. 
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