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The stop and search process is used in the UK by a police officer or a police community support officer (PCSO). Both can stop you, however only a police officer can search you. Unlike a PCSO, a police officer does not need to be in uniform while carrying out a stop and search but must show a warrant card, also known as police ID (Metropolitan Police, 2022). During the process they can search anything that the person is carrying and a vehicle. Along with this, a full explanation of why the person is being stopped and searched. A record of the stop and search will be given to the person including the time it occurs (Metropolitan Police, 2022). 
In addition to what is searched and how, the immediate decision to stop and search must be fair. This means that the officer must make the decision based off the right reasons, being impartial and based on facts (College of Policing, 2016). The police are faced with several contemporary issues and the stop and search has been singled out as unlawful, disproportionate, and discriminatory (Equality and Human Rights Commission, 2010). For example, when the person being searched is not aware of why or it has not been made clear, it can make the person feel singled out and will lead to damaged trust in the police. People don’t wish to be stopped and searched but the way the officers carry out the process is of great importance and the person will be more willing if they understand why it is necessary (College of Policing, 2016). 
The reasonable grounds for suspicion are the setting stones to stop and search powers. However, there are no suspicion searches that take place. Under section 60, the officer is still required to explain to the individual why the search is taking place. These searches lead to tensions between the community and the police (Home Office, 2014). 
The public are concerned with the discrimination that section 60 stop and search holds. Without reasonable grounds of suspicion an officer can stop and search anyone, making the BAME community feel targeted. Statistics show that as a BAME individual, the likelihood of being stopped and searched is 10 times more likely (Liberty Human Rights, 2022). Additionally, outside of London the likelihood of being stopped and searched as a BAME individual is 43 times more likely, without justification. It has been suggested that research shows that even with the process aiming to be fair for all, it is still primarily unfair towards the BAME community which negatively effects the relationship they have with the police and creates the opposite reaction by funnelling young people into the criminal justice system (Liberty Human Rights, 2022). 
Research found by HMIC implied discrimination against certain groups, in regard to stop and search. The research found little to suggest that there is a link between fairness and successfully reducing crime. However, the research did highlight the importance fair decision making has on public interaction, concerning crucial crime reductions over the long term (HMIC, 2013). Further research found that nearly half of the individuals that took part in a survey believed they weren’t treated with respect with nearly 40% having a worsened opinion on the police (HMIC, 2013). 
The controversy surrounding the stop and search mainly stems from unfairness towards the BAME community. The statistics for the year 2018/19 identified 17 of every 1,000 person of the BAME community were stopped and searched, compared to the 4 in 1,000 of white people. In addition to the statistics, the police cannot explain the over-representation of BAME people in stop and search data. As the police cannot explain this, the ultimate reaction from the public would be discrimination (Brown, 2019). It is made evident that a search cannot take place based on biased factors, only objective factors. In this case the statement that BAME individuals are more likely to be involved in crime than white is not a justified reason to base a search off, meaning it is not an objective factor (Brown, 2019). 
In terms of statistics, in the year ending March 2021, 695,000 stop and searches were conducted, which is a 24% increase compared to the previous year ending March 2020 (Home Office, 2021). The rise in stop and searches in England and Wales was due to the lockdowns due to coronavirus, meaning the police were patrolling the streets to fine anyone that were breaking lockdown regulations (Liberty Human Rights, 2021). With the negativity surrounding discrimination in stop and search, the police made sure to increase the number of searches of white people in 2021, an increase of 26% compared to the previous year, to redirect the controversy of discrimination towards the BAME community. However, despite their efforts, the controversy continues (Home Office, 2021).
The stop and search tactic is extremely fragile to the relationship between the police and public. When the police break the trust, it automatically prevents the communities from cooperating when a crime is committed, making the job significantly harder (HMICFRS, 2021). The crime reducing tactic has been labelled as disproportionate for years, linking back the 1981 Brixton riots which was a result of built-up resentment concerning a variety of issues, one being stop and search (HMICFRS, 2021). Still to this day, concerns are aired on a regular basis on how the police use stop and search powers, despite the death of Stephen Lawrence and the riots of 2011, as well as the publics encounters of stop and search posted on social media. Recommendations need to be put forward and taken seriously to allow for a reform to be produced. Unbelievably, without recommendations and reform, nothing is set to change in terms of the stop and search, it will continue in day-to-day life, along with the discrimination and negative attitude towards the police from the public (HMICFRS, 2021).  
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