
Anthropology in the era of colonialism had a specific role, one that was ethnographic.  This early role of ethnographers was to understand the customs and practices of indigenous peoples and ultimately support the agendas of the colonisers. This report will evaluate how, over the years the role of the anthropologist has evolved to become more in tune with the needs of indigenous people whilst actively becoming more concerned with supporting the needs of the natives.  It will look at the contribution of anthropology to colonialism and what impact this has had in how indigenous livelihoods in terms of the spaces they live and their ability to sustain themselves in the manner that they were accustomed to. The focus will be on the Garhwal region of the Himalayas in India, to highlight the plight and subsequent activism of the native population fifty years ago and will identify, historically, how colonialism has contributed to conditions in the Himalayas some 100 years later and will also see if post-colonialism has had any effect or whether colonialism still exists under other manifestations and how anthropology is working with indigenous peoples to support the needs of their cultures and customs.  
In 1973 the natives of the Garhwal region of the Himalayas were mobilised into take action to protect their environment and their livelihoods. This at a time when, as Vandana Shiva, an activist and native of the region noted that the local women “were watching the logging operations create landslides making the streams disappear and they were having to walk further and further for water, for fodder and fuel.” (2013). The Himalayan people’s lives have evolved through a close interaction with the forest for their livelihood.  Areas of land are used for cultivation which provide for up to six months of the year and the rest of the year they forage for food from the forest and gather wood for a number of purposes such as for fuel, for building homes and fodder for their cattle. (Jain, Shobita, 2023). They also took care of seed preservation and propagation. It could be argued that such a gruelling life meant a hand to mouth existence with no opportunity for wealth accumulation. “Yet unless there were successive years of drought, nobody ever went hungry. This food security was achieved by growing a highly diverse range of crops, with planting and harvests staggered around the year, and over a range of altitudes and ecosystems.”, the editors, (2008).  Their ability for self-sufficiency meant that no one starved. The exploitation of the forests first by the British by way of the East India Company, to meet demands for wood to make furniture, railway sleepers, ship buildings and later by commercialism meant that the vast areas of the Himalayas were denuded of trees affecting the stability of the mountains and subsequently, as noted above, impacted the livelihoods of the local people. Traditionally there has been little anthropological interest in the Himalayas “because of political isolation, most of the Himalayas were not accessible to anthropologists until the 1950s, when modern anthropological research began.” Fisher (1985, p. 2). Any early ethnographic records were due to administrators who, although were not trained in ethnography, predominantly recorded the physical environment and some, mostly cursory, records of religion and history.  A notable administrator though was Edwin T. Atkinson (1882) whose notes included comprehensive records of history and religion.  The religious entries being unusually detailed Fisher (1985, p.5), gives at least some idea of the local practices of the time. Some later records were made by British Officers but only for those indigenous people who were recruited into the British army.
In the 1700s, India was the richest country in the world.  “It was ruled by the Mughal Empire.  It’s economy was so large and so powerful, it was bigger than all of Western Europe’s combined.  250 years later India was one of the poorest countries in the world.” TRT World (2021).  Political control in India began with Bengal in 1757 with the arrival of the East India Company (EIC) on behalf of the crown.  Although the EIC was there for trade purposes this changed over time, for greed purposes into practices that exploited the peoples, the land and the resources. They generated revenue through taxes, replacing subsistence crops with cash crops and subjugation. Since the EIC was a commercial interest there was no formalisation employed for recording or understanding the local culture, their customs or beliefs since their focus was on profit. As previously stated, there were no formal ethnographers during the occupation of the East India Company.  This changed after the 1857 when the British Raj replaced the EIC following mutiny in Bengal.  H. H. Risley cited as one of the earliest noted anthropologists whose works included The Tribes and Castes of Bengal (1891) and The People of India (1908), (International Encyclopaedia of the Histories of Anthropology, 2023).  He and other anthropologists were employed by the British government in the mid nineteenth century in a bid to strengthen their rule over the British empire. Key ethnographers tended to be British and others were from the Indian civil service. Much of the earlier work by colonial anthropologists although based on observation of the various tribes and cultures tended to be noted from a Western perspective and was identified by Edward Said in his book entitled Orientalism, (1978).   In a nutshell he viewed Orientalism as “a Western style for dominating, restructuring, and having authority over the Orient.” Harris, (2022). It should be noted that whilst Risley was formally employed to collect anthropological data in Bengal that Atkinson, mentioned above was making his own records in the Himalayas. It would be the 1950s before the Himalayas would receive any formal anthropological interest aside from Gorer’s work on the Lepchas of Sikkim in 1938. Interestingly the India’s own view of her history of Anthropology takes a very different view to that of the West.  India recognises the formation of the Asiatic Society of Bengal in 1784 that included the likes of H. H. Risley but have defiantly taken control of their own anthropological history and recognise its beginnings in 1871 with S. C. Roy. Mehta, (2021).  The first anthropological journal was published in 1921 and since then have published numerous articles and view themselves on par with anthropologists on the world stage. Evaluation of the anthropological views of the East and West perspective on India would give some insight into the notion of Orientalism and Othering since there has been recognition that the East is influenced by the West through their enforced practices and education.
The Chipko movement in the Himalayas took place in post-colonial India in !973. About 26 years after independence and yet India was still crumbling under the weight of the colonial legacy and the capitalistic enterprises which were favoured for economic gain at the expense of local livelihoods taking away their ability to thrive interdependently with their environment. As noted above the women took matters into their own hands and fought to retain their independence and survival in the Garhwal area of the Himalayas. Fifty years on, has anything changed and how does anthropology place itself supporting communities not only in the Himalayas but all of India? In an article on the Garhwal region of the Himalayas, by The Editors, (2008), it is noted that over time with offer of and change to commodity crops and the departure of men to find work in the city the face of local livelihoods has changed.  In some ways the lives of women have been made easier but there is a regret over the loss of community.  There have been key contributions by British and American anthropologists in various parts of Indian society, for example, “Beteille conducted his studies on caste and stratification in Tamil Nadu…  American anthropologist G.P. Steed and British anthropologist G.M. Carstairs had spent huge time to relate anthropology with psychology. Uma Chowdhury and R.C. Roy fried to relate personality structure with the cultural tradition.” Sarkar (2023) but in time, the Indian anthropologists have recognised the need to use home grown anthropologists who understand the rich and diverse Indian culture and have subsequently developed their own models of study.  “N.K. Bose developed his indigenous ‘Swaraj model’ which was an in-depth approach on tribe and caste to know the process of modernization. A.K. Danda developed a composite culture model”, are just two of the key figures that have made an impact in anthropological study from an Indian perspective.  India has keen to move away from Western theory to develop their own models not only for development but for the welfare for all communities within the Indian society as a whole.    
Anthropological development in India has been quite sparse in the early stages of colonialism initially due to the nature of the British initial involvement in India since it came in the form of a trading company whose only interest was profit.  As a result it has been difficult to obtain any early comprehensive data on the diverse and complex indigenous customs and cultures of India. Laudibly, India has taken control of their anthropological study of India and are gathering their data from their own perspective and understanding they can bring in studying their own culture.  Although they have turned their back on the Western anthropology, they are willing to accept some studies and theories to assist them in their research such as that of Sol Tax who devised action anthropology.  There is a rich abundance of anthropological work to be discovered in relation to the evolution of anthropology in India and how it appears that India comes across, in research done for this report, as a key player in directing its own course of action to support growth and development in all aspects of their society. It is acknowledged that there has been no mention here of anthropology in relation to neo-globalisation or neo-colonialism.  It was an area of study that needed more time and will be covered at a future date.    
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