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Question 1
Explain the offence of Robbery – This means ‘explain’ rather than ‘define’ the offence so you need to ‘explain’ each of the ‘Points to Prove’ – each key area of the definition.

Theft Act 1968, section 8, defines robbery as a criminal offence. Robbery is a type of aggravated theft in which the offence of stealing is combined with the use of force or violence against a person. Theft must be committed for robbery to be proved (Black stones, 2021). A person is guilty of robbery if they steal and, in order to do so, employs force on any person or puts or wants to put any person in fear of being subjected to force there and then. There are 5 points to prove within robbery which include:
· Steals
· Immediately before or at the time
· In order to steal 
· Uses force 
· Put or seeks to put in fear
(College of policing, 2017). 



Steal: A theft is required for a robbery to occur. A person is guilty of stealing if he dishonestly appropriates something belonging to another with the goal of permanently depriving the other of it, according to section 1 of the TA 1968. 
Immediately before or at the time: The force used or threatened must be for the purpose of stealing, and it must happen "immediately before" or "at the time" of the theft (R v Hale 1978) (Black stones, 2021). 
In order to steal: The theft must be carried out with the use of force. The forces do not have to be directed against the victim; they can also be utilised to take something from the victim with no need for the victim to fight ( R v Clouden 1987, Smith v Desmand 1965).
Uses force: This portion of the definition can be satisfied by using force on anyone, not simply the property owner. The dread of force, on the other hand, must be for one's own safety, not for the safety of others. A robbery will not be committed because of an unintentional use of force. Pulling property from a person's grasp is an example of force (college of policing, 2017). 
Put or seeks to put in fear: Even if real force is not used, the act of ‘putting' or ‘seeking to place' a person in fear of being subjected to force right then and there is enough to constitute robbery. When a person is ‘put' in fear of being subjected to force right then and there, the victim can show it in a written statement. There can be two main elements ‘puts in fear’ can be established:
· The victims statement could show that they were put in fear, the amount of fear is not relevant as the fortitude shown by several individuals will differ ( R v DPP; B v DPP 2007).  
Or
· Evidence of a suspect's state of mind (intentionally instilling fear that force would be employed), such as the suspect's possession of an offensive weapon.
When force is threatened, but it is to be used against a third party, the third party must be aware of it; he or she must have apprehended the force (Blackstones 2021).
All 5 elements of theft must be proven to have applied at the time of the robbery. These include Dishonesty, Appropriation, Property, belonging to another, intention to permanently deprive (R v Zerei 2012).  The maximum penalty for the robbery offence is life imprisonment. 






Question 2
Explain the offence of Burglary section 9 (1) (a) and ((1)(b) – This means ‘explain’ rather than ‘define’ the offences, so you need to explain each of the ‘Points to Prove’ elements – each key area of the definition.
Section 9 of the Theft Act 1968 defines burglary as a basic offence. The main methods the offence can be committed are described in two subsections (s 9 (1)(a) and (b)).
A person who enters a building or part of a building as a trespasser with the intent to: 
· Steal anything in the building or part of the building
·  Inflict grievous bodily harm on any person therein
· Cause unlawful damage to the building or anything therein 
Would have committed burglary, according to Section 9(1)(a) of the Theft Act 1968.
Burglary is committed by a person who has entered any building or part of a building as a trespasser, contrary to Section 9(1) (b) of the Theft Act 1968:
· Stealing or attempting to steal anything from it
· Inflicting or attempting to inflict grievous bodily harm on anyone in it
To understand the terms that can classify as burglary under S 9 (1) of the Theft Act 1968, certain terminology like "entry," "trespasser," and "building" must be thoroughly defined.
Entry- For a Section 9(1)(a) offence, the entry must be made with the intent to conduct one of the three mentioned offences: 
· The entry may be made with the whole body
·  A part of the body
·  An instrument.
The offender does not need to have intended at the time of entry to commit a 9(1) (b) offence. A person must enter as a trespasser and then steal (or attempt to steal) or inflict (or attempt to inflict) serious bodily injury to be charged with the offence under section 9(1)(b) (College of policing, 2017). 
Building: The term ‘building’ is used in the Theft act 1968, however is not defined within it (Blackstones 2021). Building: For something to be considered a building, it must have some degree of permanency. Inhabited vehicles and vessels used as houses, on the other hand, are buildings for this purpose and will stay so even if the occupants are temporarily gone, such as a caravan when the occupants have gone out for the day (College of policing, 2017). Burglary cannot be conducted in a vehicle or vessel that is no longer being used as a residence. A portable construction that is meant for permanent use as offices, workshops, or stores and possesses the main characteristics of a building is referred to as a building. A tent is not referred to as a ‘Building’. ‘A building is an ordinary word, which is a matter of fact’ (Brutus v Cozens 1973).
Part of a building: This is included to address situations where a person has a right to be in one place but not in another inside the same building.
Trespasser: A person who is present without the consent of a person who has the authority to give such consent or without other legal authority is referred to as a trespasser. This is a rather simple task. However, there is no actual consent and the individual is a trespasser. A breakdown of trespassing includes:
· Entering a building for reasons other than the intended purpose of that building.
· Entering by deception 
· Exceeding the general permission to enter the premises (R v Smith 1976). 
Trespassing can be a criminal offence in certain regions or in specific circumstances, such as those involving burglary, when it is combined with additional activities. Trespassing is a problem that the police are routinely asked to deal with. A civil trespass occurs when there are no other characteristics that constitute the incident an offence for example burglary (College of policing, 2017). 

