
Classical: Ovid 

Here is another brief snippet from Ovid’s Metamorphoses, this time from Book 1. Apollo has 

just fallen in love with the wood nymph Daphne, but she flees from him. As Ovid describes 

her appearance in flight, he employs a series of verbs in imperfect tense as a backdrop to the 

one perfect deponent form that sums up the effect. With a dictionary on hand (or using the 

Lewis & Short Dictionary on the Perseus site, you should be able to work out the first three 

lines.  

nudabant corpora venti,     527 
obviaque adversas vibrabant flamina vestes, 
et levis inpulsos retro dabat aura capillos, 
auctaque forma fuga est. sed enim non sustinet ultra            530 
perdere blanditias iuvenis deus, utque monebat 
ipse Amor, admisso sequitur vestigia passu. 

 

Augeo – auctus sum 2: semideponent, “increase”, “heighten” 

Corpus-corporis (3n) = body 

Uestis-uestis (3f) = garment, dress 

Flamen-flaminis (3f) = breeze, wind 

Aura-ae (1f) = breeze, wind 


