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[bookmark: _GoBack]The encounter between Alexander the Great and Talestris of the Amazons is perhaps one of the most compelling events in the sources on Alexander. It is interesting because it forces the reader to think about several things such as gender, exotic cultures and the unknown. It is difficult to explicitly state the historical accuracy of the meeting between the two, Elizabeth Carney states “we are not … really tempted to believe that Alexander got chummy with any Amazons!”.[footnoteRef:1] The fact that the amazons are found in nearly every Alexander source from the Alexander Romance to Arrian is significant,[footnoteRef:2] the authors specifically chose to include in their work the meeting of the two regardless of its authenticity. Why do the Amazons meet with Alexander and what does this signify? [1:  Elizabeth Baynham, ‘Alexander and the Amazons’, The Classical Quarterly, 51(1) (2001), 115-126 (p. 115). ]  [2:  Elizabeth Baynham, ‘Alexander and the Amazons’, p. 115. ] 

	This essay will be focusing on three sources depicting this scene, the Alexandreis of Walter Chatillon, Quintus Curtius Rufus and Historia de preliis. Walter of Chatillon poem uses the Historiae Alexandri Magni Macedonis of Quintus Curtius Rufus as its main source, highlighting the possible historical significances of any changes made by Walter Chatillon.[footnoteRef:3] Curtius Rufus introduces Talestris using the appropriate actions of her status, “And when she was not far away sent messengers to give notice that a queen had come who was eager to meet him and to become acquainted with him”.[footnoteRef:4] This could be a comment on their social status as Alexander is often referred to as ‘king of kings’ and Talestris perhaps sees him as an equal as she is a queen over warrior women. Walter Chatillon deviates from this and Talestris, “approached the camp with virgin retinue”.[footnoteRef:5] By doing this Chatillon establishes immediately that she is confident and direct. He remains true to Curtius in the famous description of the Amazon queen but notes, “their garments settle on the rest, and hide what must be hidden”.[footnoteRef:6] David Townsend suggest that by referencing the genital area as ‘what must be hidden’ it can be interpreted that there is a gender struggle between them both.[footnoteRef:7] The description of her appearance and its functionality emphasises this, “The left teat is preserved until adulthood to nurse their infants of the female sex; the other one receives an early searing to ease their wielding of the pliant bow, and leave them unencumbered for the javelin”.[footnoteRef:8] This can be seen as Talestris taking rejecting gender roles that Alexander would be accustom to, and further taking control of it and altering it to her purposes by physically altering her body and unashamedly presenting this. As a result, Talestris has performed a kind of ‘castration’ to her role as women and grants her access to a masculine power.[footnoteRef:9]  [3:  David Townsend, ‘Sex and the Single Amazon in Twelfth-Century Latin Epic’, University of Toronto Quarterly, 64(2) (1995), 255-273 (p. 257). ]  [4:  Quintus Curtius Rufus, History of Alexander, Volume II: Books 6-10. Trans, J. C. Rolfe. (Cambridge: Harvard University Press 1946) p. 47. ]  [5:  The Alexandreis of Walter Chatillon: A Twelfth-Century Epic. Trans, David Townsend. (Pennsylvania: Pennsylvania Press, 1996) p. 131. https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/trinity/detail.action?docID=4322291 [Accessed 9th January 2020].]  [6:  The Alexandreis of Walter Chatillon, p. 132. ]  [7:  David Townsend, ‘Sex and the Single’, p. 262. ]  [8:  The Alexandreis of Walter Chatillon, p. 132. ]  [9:  David Townsend, ‘Sex and the Single’, p. 262. ] 

	Curtius and Walter Chatillon portray her as an imposing figure, confrontational in appearance and space. In the Historia de preliis, Talestris is restricted to passing messages back and forth and assert his authority through her words, “We write to point out to you that, before you come to our territory, you should consider how you should come in case we cause you shame and hardship such as no one has ever inflicted upon you before”.[footnoteRef:10] In this source, she is manipulative and understanding of the gender roles Alexander would be accustomed to and uses them to her advantage, “but if you conquer us, you will gain no glory, because you will have conquered women, and there is nothing for you to find to steal from us”.[footnoteRef:11] This is interesting because in the other two sources Talestris is unimpressed by Alexander appearance and frame and applies her own social norms in regards to his masculinity. Curtius dampens the insult by stating, “for all barbarians feel veneration for a majestic presence, and believe that only those are capable of great deeds whom nature has designed to adorn with extraordinary physical attractiveness”.[footnoteRef:12] Walter Chatillon applies the same derogative terms to Talestris in order to explain her naivety, “the simply savage mind respects and judges all according to their bodies’ beauty and their splendid raiment and thinks none capable of mighty deeds”.[footnoteRef:13] It could be suggested that Walter Chatillon highlighting the mental difference between Talestris and Alexander by labelling her a ‘savage’ could reflect on the political climate in which Walter Chatillon was writing. The disaster of the Second Crusade was prevalent, and promises were being made by figures such as Henry II and Louis VII to take up the cross. [footnoteRef:14] Labelling foreign customs as savage could reflect the animosity between the Christians and the arabs when inevitable interacting throughout the numerous crusades. In the Historia de preliss there is a sense of learning and establishing boundaries between the two, “If you wish to know where and how we live, we make use of this letter to inform you”.[footnoteRef:15]  [10:  The Translation of Alexander’s Battles: Historia de preliis. Trans, R. Telfryn Pritchard. (Pontifical Institute of Medieval Studies, 1992) p. 77. ]  [11:  The Translation of Alexander’s Battles, p. 79. ]  [12:  Quintus Curtius Rufus, History of Alexander, p. 47. ]  [13:  The Alexandreis of Walter Chatillon, p. 132. ]  [14:  Maura K. Lafferty, Walter of Chatillon’s Alexandreis: Epic and the Problem of Historical Understanding. (Michigan:Brepols, 1998) p .17. ]  [15:  The Translation of Alexander’s Battles, p. 77. ] 

	Curtius and Walter Chatillon both explicitly state that “she’s come to fill her womb and leave again to bear an offspring shared with a prince”.[footnoteRef:16] Talestris has deliberately approached Alexander in order to secure the best mate for her to produce a strong heir, a controversial topic regarding a need for an appropriate heir to succeed Alexander. Elizabeth Baynham makes a comment on the significance and difference this would make, “her child would be free-born – the proud offspring of the bravest of men and the bravest of women. This was ideal – which Roxane could never measure up to”.[footnoteRef:17] With the understanding that this event is indeed mythical, the possibility of Alexander having a son with such an imposing woman would add to his mythical prowess. Relationships with Amazons often appear in Greek mythology with Heracles, Thesus and Achillies having relationships that end tragically. Alexander would distinguish himself as successful in creating offspring with an Amazon, something the Greek heroes did not achieve.  [16:  The Alexandreis of Walter Chatillon, p. 132. ]  [17:  Elizabeth Baynham, ‘Alexander and the Amazons’, p. 126. ] 
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