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[bookmark: _Toc140660065]Introduction
Evidence-based policing (EBP) refers to the phenomenon that the most accurate available evidence is used in order to approach, inform, and challenge tactical policing decisions, practices, and policy-making (Sherman, 2020). It is a method of research and reflection involving critical thinking and can be collaborated on with academics. It is used by policing staff and officers to figure out how the best evidence at hand can be used in their daily practices. Evidence-based policing is in reference to the evidence gathered to support the efficiency of the processes used for investigating, and whether or not they are scientific and ethical.
[bookmark: _8oadq79hb6n][bookmark: _Toc140660066]Explore and evaluate the use of body worn cameras in evidence-based policing
[bookmark: _r21dhhdvukqc][bookmark: _Toc140660067]Define and discuss the core ideas of evidence-based policing.
Evidence-based policing or EBP is used in order to hold authority departments accountable for their decisions and actions. EBP is more about being data-driven, analytical, and proactive, and less about being reactive. The core ideas of EBP are targeting, testing, and tracking, as implemented by Lawrence W. Sherman, the man who came up with the EBP strategy. He designed these strategies as a response to older strategies used by the police, which involved reactive investigations, rapid response, and randomised patrols, which required less thought and resulted in higher levels of violence (Sherman, 2020). 
Targeting in EBP can be defined as a system of ranking levels of crime and harm associated with places, people, situations, and periods of time that policing and investigation can address lawfully (Pepper et al., 2020). It also involves comparing the above-mentioned factors with one another. Scares resources can also be targeted through research done on predictable areas and concentrations of criminal activities. Targeting as a core idea, therefore, focuses on first researching and gathering evidence before taking action, rather than on rapidly responding to situations of crime. Testing here refers to the research and examinations conducted on policing practices which ensure authorities that they select those practices which work best for them and do not force them to waste money and resources or heighten the levels of crime. Testing ensures that the police are doing the right thing in order to not later regret and spend more resources on correcting their actions and findings (Palmer et al., 2019). Tracking involves employing methods and devices like body-worn cameras and GPS records to see whether officers are working in accordance with the rules and ethics (Sherman, 2020). Ethics here refer to working without racial biases. The core idea of tracking focuses on evaluating and critical thinking in order to hold police officers accountable rather than employing methods that may harm innocent civilians.
[bookmark: _mpb4xncttgiq][bookmark: _Toc140660068]Explain the use body worn video cameras and the use of their use evidence-based policing
The key function of body-worn video cameras is to collect an audio-visual record of the events that have occurred in front of the individual wearing the camera. Through the clear view from the camera, authorities can see the events from the camera wearer’s point of view. 
Evidence-based policing uses body-worn cameras to record a police officer’s actions during work and is aimed at helping to hold the police force accountable for their actions through transparency of the situation (Malm, 2019). The other main reasons for use of body-worn cameras by the police include the safety of the officers from the people being apprehended by them, provide clear evidence, and decrease the number of complaints about the police from civilians, as well as to reduce the liability of the police agency and paint their image in a good light (Peeples, 2020). Since evidence-based policing is used to improve the techniques used by the police for investigation, body-worn cameras are also used to research and improve the same. The Tracking aspect of EBP involves the use of body-worn video cameras.
[bookmark: _mgta8dmnrb2l][bookmark: _Toc140660069]Refer to a past case of an incident that has involved a body worn camera in the UK
Many cases in the UK have involved the use of body-worn cameras. One such incident occurred in April 2020 at the house of an old black man named Millard Scott, which was raided by the police when they were searching for another individual connected with his property. Scott had been hit by a police Taser which resulted in him becoming incapacitated. The officer who had tasered him had been wearing a body camera, the footage of which had been shared on social media by Scott’s son, showing both the advantages as well as the downside of such technologies (Joseph–Salisbury et al., 2021). On the one hand, the footage from the camera showed the wrongdoings of the police officer, while on the other hand, it failed to stop the officer from committing such a heinous act. It was later discovered that none of the officers present there were punished for their actions, either for incapacitating an elderly man belonging to a minority group or for failing to stop the officer from attacking the man. 
Body-worn cameras have been used for the purpose of gathering evidence and ensuring that the police do not abuse anyone. The cameras can be beneficial in tackling hate crimes and racial profiling by the police. Racial profiling is the phenomenon of baselessly assuming a person is a criminal and what kind of criminal he or she is based on their race and religion. However, police departments have managed to use them less for the purposes of transparency and accountability, and more to portray themselves in a good light since they are of the opinion that many video clips of the police uploaded by civilians may be selective and misleading. While anyone being recorded has the right to ask for their video footage, officers do not need the recorded civilians’ permission to begin recording in the first place, and they also do not need to release the footage by default, thus reducing the level of transparency and honesty. Additionally, many of these cameras employ the use of facial recognition technology, which is used to monitor minority groups who are often assumed to be criminals (Byrne et al., 2020). Hence, coupled with discriminatory policies, these cameras often allow police officers to get away with abusing men like Millard Scott in the name of ‘safety measures’ (Harris, 2020). The above case shows that even though body-worn cameras are meant to hold authorities accountable, they fail to achieve that aim, and instead violate the privacy of many civilians.
[bookmark: _yzvh6g8jgem3][bookmark: _Toc140660070]Discuss the strengths, weaknesses and ethical limitations of body worn cameras
The strength of body-worn cameras is as follows:
Footage can be used as potential evidence- It is the most useful device for police and other legal forces and they are used as a potential device to capture events in the surrounding. The advantage of the body-worn camera is to capture any unnecessary event in the surroundings or any illegal activity taking place which is not permissible by law is captured in camera and can be used in the form of evidence in a court of law (Williams Jr et al., 2021). However, before the body-worn camera was introduced in the market it was difficult to produce any video or any elaboration of the crime scene in any from evidence and it is difficult to solve the case. Furthermore, most road rage cases, hit and run, or any robbery in the streets is been recorded by the camera if there is a policeman is present it is very easy to catch the culprit by their face captured on the camera or any other body part with some mark.
Violence prevention- In most road rage cases the culprit does not choose violence against the policemen as they are wearing the body-worn camera and do not do any misbehaviour with them and corporate very easily. The study shows in 2013 that police wearing a body-worn camera are less likely to experience any type of violence from anybody in the area and there is a whopping drop of 50% in violence in that year (Malm, 2019). However, it can be understood that body-worn camera helps to stop violence and create a peaceful environment without any extra effort or practice.
The weaknesses of Body-worn cameras are as follows:
Restricted privacy- It is open that the body-worn camera is operating the whole day or when officers are on duty as the camera also captures some random things in the surroundings which may harm the privacy of the local civilians and their reputation that can be a major issue of the state that their privacy may get leaked to the other enemy countries (Glasbeek et al., 2020). Furthermore, the footage is owned by the UK government so there is very little chase to harm the privacy of the local civilians as the government is very concerned about their civilians.
Video Quality- One of the major drawbacks of police and law enforcement is that the body-worn camera picture quality is not good when there is rapid movement or low light the camera performance is very poor which may affect the process even tougher to solve the case the court of law and other entities (Wooditch et al., 2020). Furthermore, camera technology is evolving time-to-time and may be very helpful in this sector to improve camera, audio, and video quality in body-worn cameras.
Ethical limitations of body-worn cameras
The body-worn camera can invade the privacy of citizens, exposing victims to facial recognition software. It also impacts the reputation of the country as the exposure of the streets to body-worn cameras is a major issue for the citizens. New technologies are building day by day which can be installed in the police body-worn camera to enhance the video quality and auto capturing the scene by focusing on the movements (Ringrose, 2019).
[bookmark: _Toc140660071]The use of body-worn cameras’ evidence in regard to a crime topic (domestic violence, street crime, stop and search, Anti-social behaviour)
As seen in past cases that how body-worn cameras are useful devices in criminal cases like domestic violence, stop and search street crime, and anti-social search. However, police have experienced some of the most difficult situations on the streets and it is captured by the body-worn camera and saves a lot of time.  
In domestic violence, police have gathered lots of evidence immediate aftermath of the incident which would help both the victim and witnesses by alleging each other and helping the police to find the exact reason for the crime and its solution and suggestions. In street crime, body-worn cameras are a lifesaver for both the victims and the policemen as there are very useful to capture the happenings of the crime in one go and they also record audio which would also be helpful for the prosecution to give proper justice (Friis et al., 2020). 
 In street crime, there are many harmful acts and other illegal activities performed by the criminal so it's very important to capture also some of the criminals who withdraw their criminal activities by seeing a body-worn camera in policemen (Campbell, 2022). 
In stop and search, the police usually search cars, trucks and other vehicles very consciously and it also becomes very helpful and easy with the help of body-worn cameras as they recorded any suspicious material or anything illegal in the country. However, it also helps the police to recognize any criminal by their face which is wanted for the past couple of years with the help of face recognition software in the body-worn camera (Nix et al., 2020).
In Anti-social behaviour, using body-worn cameras by the police has reduced anti-social behaviour in a fast way. As anti-social is a crime in terms of law and has to be controlled by the citizens and the authorities of the country. However, policemen have noticed anti-social behaviour in the streets and have recorded it with body-worn cameras that helped the prosecution to serve and give justice very easily with the help of footage (Fallik et al., 2020). And studies show that anti-social behaviour has reduced rapidly in the state after the use of body-worn cameras by policemen.
[bookmark: _j4wysenyvlgw][bookmark: _Toc140660072]Conclusion
As seen from the above discussions on body-worn cameras how it is a very useful device for the country to reduce, most of the crime in the streets, domestic violence etc. To create a peaceful living environment without any extra effort. Body-worn cameras have both pros and cons to serve the community in a good way by taking care of certain points that can be violating the cause of the citizens. Furthermore, it is a very helpful device to eliminate most of the crime in the country like domestic violence, street crimes, etc. as it has been discussed how body-worn camera helps in these types of cases. 
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