Paula Smith 1903588         Archive Project HPEN5040.        Due date 22/10.2023


                                 Reflective Journal.
 This module has literally opened the doors to the Library and Archives in the University. The books, manuscripts and other items are irreplaceable, many having been under the care of St David’s College since their donation in the early years of its foundation. Some come from the ‘cradle of printing’, incunabula [footnoteRef:1], and all need very careful preservation. [1:  UWTSD Roderic Bowen Library and Archives (2023)] 

The lower temperature of the study room and the vaults downstairs make comfortable browsing difficult, but the need to discourage mould rides above the comfort of the humans involved. The opportunity to handle these objects is treasured, and the precautions- such as using only pencils, not having drinks in the room, etc- are part of the experience. Along with the general hushed voices, this imparts an almost reverential air, particularly when handling the books on their cushions, gently turning pages that are centuries old.

The first two weeks of soaking up so much information, and having the assignments set, increased the sense of the huge volume of information contained in this apparently small section of the University Library. I felt overwhelmed, like being led into a forest with a trail of breadcrumbs, having that strange feeling of never being able to negotiate a way back out, or more importantly, back in. 
The skills needed for the assignments are a bit different from the usual research. It started with the year given for the Archive project about the Principal’s Report and honing down which articles to ask to be raised from the vault. This led to a wide variety of items, both written and pictorial. 
Reading about the small details of running the College, such as complaints about the drainage of the town going into the Teifi [footnoteRef:2] to newspaper cuttings about the visit of the Archbishop of Canterbury, arriving in a covered moto-car in the stormy weather [footnoteRef:3], bought those times to life. Although the College then was so much smaller, it seems to have had a lot more going on. The ‘ragging’ incidents and the response to the disciplinary measure showed a unity that does not seem to be present now.  [2:  Roderick Bowen Library and Archives: University Archive.   UA/C/1/7. Minutes of the College Board, 1901-18.]  [3:  Roderick Bowen Library and Archives: University Archive. UA/X/132/11 Scrapbook of Newspaper Cuttings, 1903-09. Western Mail. Cardiff April 8th, 1907.] 

Delving into the Archives with this assignment in mind showed me how important it is be to file and save in a physical way. No ‘lost ancient knowledge’ here! The system to find the articles in a coherent way enabled a story to be chased through the apparently dull tomes. Cross referencing between the minutes of meetings and the newspaper cuttings gave different perspectives on events. So much could not go into the Principal’s Report assignment, partly because Principal Bebb might not want to draw attention in print- in the newspapers and the College Magazine- and partly the very small word count, so it was sad to have to cut so much out of the final essay. It has, however, given me a much deeper understanding of this University, and I can look at the old buildings with a different eye.

The next assignment given was to analyse a book as an artifact. To understand a book it is necessary to see it in the context of the history of transcribing, leading to printing and binding, including the commercial business and profitability, as well as the political/societal changes that printed material has been part of.
The desire to record information in a way others can understand led to lives dedicated to transcribing manuscripts in monasteries. The velum or parchment it was written on came from newborn calves, the quill from a goose and the ink from the gall wasp and precious pigments. It took a long time and was very costly. Only a few could own a manuscript, and most were religious. 
There would be little challenging on the interpretation of the word of God or the Government if most people could not access the written information themselves. The limited access and ability to understand the written word meant those who could, had power over those who could not. The Renaissance movement had the preservation and dissemination of ancient texts at the heart of its politics, and the need for widely available, legible texts spurred the evolution of the printers into making cheaper, mass-produced publications.
Gessner’s awareness of the ‘trauma of the loss of ancient learning’ [footnoteRef:4], is not something I have ever contemplated before. Taking for granted access to Public Libraries, although I was already aware of the political aspect of books being freely available [footnoteRef:5], I had not thought of what life would be like without the Renaissance movement having started this opening up of the printed word. Being without that wealth would mean constantly ‘reinventing the wheel’, in so many ways humanity would have been stunted. Only by communicating with each other and demonstrating knowledge gained can we give future generations the advantage of our learning.  [4:   BLAIR, ANN, ‘The 2016 Josephine Waters Bennett Lecture: Humanism and Printing in the Work of Conrad Gessner’, Renaissance Quarterly, 70.1 (2017), 1–43]  [5:  Nation Cymru. ‘The Libraries Gave Us Power’: the birth of the public library in Wales 2023.] 

Looking at the provenance of my book, there is a bookplate telling of the benefactor Thomas Phillips donating it in 1845, most likely bought in a sale in London in amongst other books. Packed in crates and shipped to Carmarthen, it would have travelled to Lampeter by cart.  Phillips is a controversial figure now, and his ownership of the plantation in St Vincents has led to the scholarships for students alongside us today. This led to me thinking about how individuals and institutions balance their conscience and try to right the wrongs already done, and if it could ever be enough.
There are 2 signatures in the book, one having illegible initials, so the remainder of the name was not enough to trace this owner. Very frustrating. This led to some time spent tracing the scroll of the pen to try and work out the letters and trying different initials, but to no avail. The first signature however was legible- Thomas Milway. This name led to a family tree of Dissenting ministers, all called Thomas. The one who could have owned this book would have been 22 when he signed it, and maybe this book helped inform him about the issues of the time. 
Conybeare himself, the author, had been commissioned to write this work by Bishop Gibson in response to these debates regarding Deism and Anti-Trinitarianism [footnoteRef:6] , which were new perspectives to me. It seems he was such a meticulous person it took much longer than was hoped- but this publication established him “as one of the ableist leaders of the Church”[footnoteRef:7]. [6:  Latham, J.M. The Clergy and Print in Eighteenth-Century England, c. 1714-1750 Dissertation University of Cambridge (2017).]  [7:  Johnston, Robert Stuart, ‘John Conybeare and His Defence of Reveal’d Religion’ (The University of Edinburgh, 1958)] 

Having this glimpse into the lives of Bishops and Ministers, reading the Wills of the Milway family, and seeing the precious books and amounts of money left to people was another intimate picture. It seems our Thomas’s Mother lived with a middle sister for her widowhood and left everything she owned to her as a thanks for the unending support, for example. 

 The assignment for Illustrations led me on another interesting path, into the life of Conrad Gessner in Zurich. Coming from a poor background and his father, a furrier, dying when he was young, he was disadvantaged. He had illness throughout his life, but his ability to study was seen and fostered. As well as becoming a city physician he became the ‘father of bibliography’, enabling him to support his extended family.  He had a Renaissance Humanist fascination with collecting and preserving as much information as he could gather, and I loved the detail of him putting an extra story on his crowded home to house his collection- with 15 windows.
His mission to create huge volumes of work designed to travel throughout Europe resulted in one series of four volumes landing in Lampeter via London and Thomas Phillips, into this Library in 1845, and into our hands in 2023. I think he would have been pleased. 
That Illustration itself is the result of several people drawing together to design and manufacture it. A doctor in London with a liking for dogs meets a doctor in Zurich who makes encyclopaedias. He knows artists who can create the intricate picture carved in pearwood and a partner printer who can turn out 100’s of copies at a time. The text that follows contains every story he could gather- the Renaissance Humanist ideal made real.

Conclusion.
This has been a very intense module, with the three different assignments having very different perspectives.  The research has been wide reaching, with no overlap between the assignments, and the limited word count meant so much could not be used. That has been disheartening, and I wish I could have more time and more words. Coming out of a 10 day stretch of whole days glued to the keyboard, sat in the same place, it has been an exhausting experience.
It has also given me an increased awareness of the story of books, and all other archived other material, as a huge and valuable resource sat in this ‘hidden library’. The idea of being able to sit and study just one volume and understand it in the context of its making, and its journey to Lampeter including all the people whose hands it has rested in, is an attractive idea for a future dissertation. 
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