The introduction of the Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) in October 1986 led to a major change in the English constitutional system. Before that, the investigation of crime, commencing prosecution, and initiating the case at court have been distributed to the police and different agencies. Recently, the CPS has taken over the prosecution of all criminal cases investigated by the police (Sprack, 2015, p.59). Further, to explain the role of the Crown prosecutors, it is important to outline their duties deriving from legislation and case law and to identify the tests that they use when making charging decisions.
Section 1 of the Prosecution of Offences Act (POA) 1985 established the CPS. Its chief officer is the Director of Public Prosecutions (DPP), and other employees include Crown Prosecutors, Associate Prosecutors, and support staff. Chief Crown Prosecutors, who sit behind the DPP at the top of the CPS, are each in charge of running the CPS in a certain geographic region. Every region has one or more local branches made up of Crown Prosecutors (CPS Lawyers), non-legally qualified executive officials, and other support personnel. The local branch initiates prosecuting cases before a group of magistrate courts. The Chief Crown Prosecutor oversees the region, while the Crown Prosecutors head the branch. According to Section 1(3) of the POA 1985, all Crown Prosecutors must be either barristers or solicitors appointed as such by the DPP. They have all the powers of the DPP regarding the institution and conduction of proceedings as stated under section 1(6) of the POA 1985. Although a Crown Prosecutor must act in accordance with the Director's instructions in order to execute Director powers, he is not required to acquire special permission for each auction he participates in on the DPP's behalf as described in the case ‘Liverpool Crown Court ex parte Bray’ (1987). 
The general principles for the Crown prosecutors to follow when they decide whether a prosecution should be brought are set by the DPP in the Code for Crown Prosecutors (The Code) (CPS, 2018). Furthermore, the CPS has published policies for prosecuting certain types of offences such as domestic violence, assisted suicide, benefit fraud, human trafficking and others (Hannibal and Mountford, 2018, p. 132). Next, the CPS’s Statement of Ethical Principles for the Public Prosecutors (2009) states that prosecutors must act according to the internal law in a way compatible with the Human Rights Act 1998. It further notes that they must be fair, independent and unbiased. The prosecution needs to be honest, the service they provide to the public must be clear and their decisions justified. In addition, the prosecutor must prepare and conduct cases under the Criminal Procedure Rules 2020 always abide by The Code and uphold The CPS Code of Conduct (CPS, 2015). 
[bookmark: _Hlk141252695]The CPS’s main duty is to prosecute the right individuals or companies charged with committing a criminal offence and bring them to justice. CPS representatives are situated in police stations and advise the police during the early investigation stage. When the police have finished their investigation, they give the file to the appropriate CPS representative, who then decides whether to prosecute the suspect and, if so, with what charge. The CPS, not the police, determines the charge that the suspect will face for all but the most minor offences under section 6 of The Code. The Crown prosecutor retains responsibility for the prosecution of the case after a suspect has been charged. The CPS's solicitors collate the evidence the prosecution intends to use and present it to the court. They also offer information, support and assistance to victims and prosecution witnesses. Although the CPS works in close cooperation with the police, courts, judiciary and other agencies it is an independent body and not their agent in prosecuting offences (Sharpley, 2021, pp.4-5).
Crown prosecutors, whether they are barristers or solicitors, have the same rights to an audience as practising lawyers. In other words, unless they have been awarded the rights of an advocate in the higher courts, they may appear in magistrates' courts but not in the Crown Court (Sprack, 2015, pp.60-62). The trial starts with the prosecutor's opening speech outlining the facts of the case, the applicable legislation, and the witnesses who will be called. The prosecution has the legal burden of showing beyond a reasonable doubt that the defendant committed the offence charged and to disprove the defence. If the magistrates have exceeded their jurisdiction or made a decision that is wrong in law, the prosecutor has the right to appeal a decision of the magistrates’ court to the Queen’s Bench Division of the High Court. Under section 75 of the Criminal Justice Act (CJA) 2003, the CPS has no right of appeal in the case of a defendant who has been acquitted by a jury following a Crown Court trial. However, sections 58-63 of the CJA 2003 incorporate the CPS the right to appeal to the Court of Appeal in relation to terminations and evidentiary rulings made by a trial judge either before or during the trial. In addition, if the Attorney-General considers that a Crown Court has issued an excessively lenient sentence, the CPS has the right to appeal to the Court of Appeal (Sharpley, 2021, pp.177- 446). 
Furthermore, the CPS was primarily established to provide an independent check on whether police prosecutions were justified and if not to halt them at an early stage. Section 23(3) of the POA 1985 allows the CPS to notify the clerk of the magistrates' court that they do not wish the proceedings for an offence to continue. The notice must be delivered before the prosecution calls witnesses for a summary trial or, in the case of an indictment trial, before the accused is officially committed for trial (section 23(2) of the POA 1985). For indictable-only offences sent for trial in the Crown Court, the prosecution may serve the notice at any time before the indictment is preferred. Under s. 23(5) of the POA 1985 the notice must include the reason for discontinuing (Sprack, 2015, p. 63).
The Crown Prosecutor uses the Full Code Test under section 4 of The Code to determine whether the evidence reveals a realistic chance of a conviction and if it is in the public interest to prosecute the suspect. The prosecutor must be convinced that the evidence the police have against the defendant can be used in court, in order to pass the evidentiary test (sections 4.6-4.8). This includes determining whether each item of evidence is likely to be admissible, the significance of each piece of evidence to the prosecution case, and the evidence's trustworthiness and credibility. If the evidentiary standard is met based on these criteria, the Crown Prosecutor will then apply the public interest test. The Code requires that the prosecution must be in the public interest. Section 4.9 provides that where there is sufficient evidence to justify a prosecution, prosecutors must go on to explore whether a prosecution is required in the public interest, considering the questions under section 4.14 (a)-(g) of The Code. The more serious the offence, the more probable a prosecution will be necessary. Next, the prosecutor examines what is the level of the suspect’s culpability. The suspect's level of involvement, the degree to which the crime was planned or premeditated, and whether the defendant has a criminal history or was out on bail when the crime was committed, are likely to determine culpability. Furthermore, the prosecutor must find what were the circumstances of and the harm caused to the victim under the Victim’s Code (Ministry of Justice, 2021). The age of the suspect at the time of the criminal offence should be also determined. Additionally, it is important to note what is the impact on the community. Next, the prosecutor should consider the expenses of any prosecution to the CPS and the larger criminal justice system in comparison to any expected sentence when determining whether the prosecution is proportionate to the likely outcome in the case. Another factor to evaluate is whether the case can be prosecuted in accordance with appropriate case management standards. In a trial involving numerous suspects, for example, a prosecution may be saved for the main participants exclusively to prevent lengthy and complex processes. Finally, the prosecutor must consider if the sources of information require protection. When pursuing a case, special care should be taken to avoid disclosing material that might harm the UK's international relations, national security, or sensitive sources of information.
In cases where suspects should not be released on bail after an arrest because there is such a significant bail risk but not enough evidence for the prosecution to make a charging decision under the Full code test, a prosecutor may apply a Threshold test under section 5 of The Code. First, the prosecutor must be convinced that there is a reasonable suspicion that the person accused, committed the offence and second that more evidence may be acquired to create a realistic possibility of conviction. If both evidence elements of the Threshold Test are met, the prosecutor must next apply the Full Code Test's public interest stage based on the facts available at the time. A decision to charge under the Threshold Test must be reviewed on a regular basis. The evidence must be evaluated frequently to verify that the charge is reasonable and that the continuous objection to providing bail to the defendant is appropriate. As soon as it is practically possible and before the defendant's custody time restriction has passed, the Full Code Test must be applied (section 5.11 of The Code) (Hannibal and Mountford, 2018, pp. 130-133).
In conclusion, Crown prosecutors play a key role in the criminal justice system. Public prosecutors preserve the rule of law and administer justice for and on behalf of their communities along with the outside attorneys they brief. Their function is crucial to the maintenance of a just, democratic and fair society (CPS, 2009). 
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