[bookmark: _top]Bronze Age Pottery Trade in the Mediterranean
The Bronze Age is a technological stage in the development of civilisations where the copper and tin alloy - bronze is used regularly and replaces or supplements earlier technology (Childe, 1957 pp.2). In the Mediterranean the Bronze Age is commonly dated between c.3000 BCE and 1000 BCE (Britannica, 2025). The period at the end of the Bronze age is described as the Late Bronze Age collapse where many civilisations in the Mediterranean fell including the Minoans on Crete and Mycenaean Greece, the exact cause of this collapse is unknown and was likely due to a combination of factors (Linkov et al. 2024 pp.1-2). The Mediterranean refers to the countries that border the Mediterranean Sea, the largest inland sea in the world with an area of 2.5 million square kilometres and contains the Aegean Sea, Ionian Sea, Adriatic Sea and the Tyrrhenian Sea. The Mediterranean has mountainous peninsulas as well as fertile plains and a climate consisting of summer droughts and cyclonic winter rains (Knapp,1992 pp. 53-54). A few of the major places in the Mediterranean include, Mainland Greece, Crete, Cyprus, Egypt, Anatolia and the Levant.
Figure 1: Map of Late Bronze Age Mediterranean Trade, c. 1400-1200 BCE (Netchev, 2021)
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Cyprus
Cypriot pottery has been found throughout the rest of the Mediterranean and the Levant from as early as the Middle Bronze Age. Two of the major pottery types that were exported from Cyprus in the Bronze Age were White Slip Ware and Base Ring Ware making up almost half of exported vessels (Lekka, 2022 pp.153). In Egypt, White Painted Handmade Ware jugs and juglets and Red-on-Black jugs were popular and were imitated locally. The earliest evidence for these imitations in Egypt comes from tombs at Tell el- Yahudiyeh in the 13th Dynasty with Cypriot influenced decoration and shape, this influence continued into the 18th Dynasty (Lekka, 2022 pp. 158- 160). White Slip Ware has also been found in Greece with shards found at the Acropolis at Athens and vessel fragments and two juglets at Mycenae and Tiryns. Cypriot pithoi were also found at Tiryns at the Lower Citadel from the late Helladic III B 2 context. On Crete the earliest import was a Red Polished III amphora found at Knossos, and at Kommos three quarters of the Cypriot vases found were White Slip Ware (Lekka, 2022 pp. 162). Cypriot pottery was spread throughout the Mediterranean during the Bronze age highlighting the movement of vessels as well as ideas through imitations.

[bookmark: _White_Slip_Ware]White Slip Ware Figure 2: White Slip II Ware, pottery krater from Enkomi (The British Museum, 2025 b).

Cypriot White Slip Ware was manufactured from c.1600 BCE – 1200 BCE during the Late Cypriot period towards the end of the Bronze Age in the Mediterranean. The pottery is produced from a non-calcareous dark clay with a thick white kaolinitic clay applied as a slip and fired at high temperatures between 900 and 1100ºC. White Slip Ware was often decorated with red or brown paint with geometric patterns (The British Museum, 2025 a). 

[bookmark: _Base_Ring_Ware]Base Ring Ware
[image: A close-up of a clay jug

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Base Ring Ware pottery was hand-made and was produced throughout the Bronze Age in Cyprus, particularly from the Late Cypriot II period c. 1450/1400 BCE onwards. Base Ring Ware is thin, fired at a high temperatures and metallic fabric which can be black, grey, brown or red-orange in colour. Base Ring Ware may have originated from the north-western side of Cyprus and spread throughout the Late Cypriot I (c.1650 BCE – 1450 BCE). A lot of Base Ring Ware pottery was exported throughout the Mediterranean, mainly in the form of jug and juglets suggesting that the contents within were valued (The British Museum, 2025 c). It has been suggested that the shape of some juglets appear similar to the inverted seedpod of the poppy potentially these carried Opium (The Metropolitan Museum of Art, 2025 a). Another suggestion is that Base Ring Ware jugs were based on metal vessels that do not appear in the archaeological record due to the practice of recycling precious metals (Höflmayer, 2011 pp.353).
Figure 3: Cypriote base-ring juglet imported to Egypt in the 18th Dynasty (The Metropolitan Museum of Art, 2025 b)










Figure 4: Cypriot Base Ring I pottery jug with globular-ovoid body found in Saqqara tomb in Egypt (The British Museum, 2025 d)




Bibliography

Childe V. (1952) ‘The Bronze Age’ Past & Present 12 pp.2-5.
Britannica (2025) Bronze Age Available at: https://www.britannica.com/event/Bronze-Age (Accessed: 1st December 2025)
Linkov, I. et al. (2024) ‘Are civilizations destined to collapse? Lessons from the Mediterranean Bronze Age’ Global Environmental Change 84 pp. 1-8
Knapp, A. (1992). ‘Bronze Age Mediterranean Island Cultures and the Ancient Near East’ The Biblical Archaeologist 55 pp.52-72. 
Netchev, S (2021) Map of Late Bronze Age Mediterranean Trade, c. 1400-1200 BCE. [map] Available at: https://www.worldhistory.org/img/r/p/1500x1500/14880.png.webp?v=1759608425-1745576125  (Accessed : 2nd December 2025)
Lekka, A. (2022) ‘Pottery fashion in the Late Bronze Age. Αn overview of the stylistic similarities between Cypriot and other local wares in the Mediterranean’, in Bourogiannis, G. (ed.) Beyond Cyprus. Investigating Cypriot Connectivity in the Mediterranean from the Late Bronze Age to the End of the Classical Period. Athens University: Athens
The British Museum (2025 a) White Slip Ware (Cypriot) Available at: https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/term/x298177 (Accessed: 4th December 2025)
The British Museum (2025 b) bowl. [photograph] Available at: https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/object/G_1897-0401-1109?selectedImageId=275319001 (Accessed: 6th December 2025) Museum number 1897,0401.1109
The British Museum (2025 c) Base Ring Ware Available at: https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/term/x14728 (Accessed: 6th December 2025)
The British Museum (2025 d) jug.[photograph] Available at: https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/object/Y_EA67176?selectedImageId=1613855357 (Accessed: 5th December 2025)
The Metropolitan Museum of Art (2025 a) Cypriote base-ring juglet Available at: https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/548229 (Accessed: 6th December 2025) 
The Metropolitan Museum of Art (2025 b) Cypriote base-ring juglet [photograph] Available at: https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/548229 (Accessed: 6th December 2025) 
Höflmayer, F. (2011). ‘Egyptian Imitations of Cypriote Base Ring Ware in the Eastern Mediterranean.’ In Duistermaat, K and Regulski, I. (ed.) Intercultural Contacts in the Ancient Mediterranean. 







image6.jpeg




image7.jpeg




image1.png
| woriBfiSton )\ MEDITERRANEAN TRADE IN THE LATE BRONZE AGE'G. 1400-1200 BCE

ENCYCLOI‘E}SK %...:,
- 3
R - %
- )5 e - - Black Sea
p sea

. - 2 Thracians

o Gantral v

 ThapsusMiazese
i, Gl 4
) Thpsise

Paimyra ®

o,

otnter
T i
Numidians
tinker, won o, Engers,
tone 2oy andases, e pttn
- MEDITERRANEAN SEA
N\ Sphere of influence
© Maintown
Libyans -
= Finds of copper ingots
o ' Mycenaean exports route Libyan Desert

~ Othiertrade route Sahara desert




image2.png
| woriBfiSton )\ MEDITERRANEAN TRADE IN THE LATE BRONZE AGE'G. 1400-1200 BCE

ENCYCLOI‘E}SK %...:,
- 3
R - %
- )5 e - - Black Sea
p sea

. - 2 Thracians

o Gantral v

 ThapsusMiazese
i, Gl 4
) Thpsise

Paimyra ®

o,

otnter
T i
Numidians
tinker, won o, Engers,
tone 2oy andases, e pttn
- MEDITERRANEAN SEA
N\ Sphere of influence
© Maintown
Libyans -
= Finds of copper ingots
o ' Mycenaean exports route Libyan Desert

~ Othiertrade route Sahara desert




image3.jpeg




image4.jpeg




image5.jpeg




