Joanna is a 4-year-old girl who has recently started in your reception class. As a teaching assistant you have built a good relationship with her and found her to be happy, outgoing, confident and independent young girl. However, over recent weeks, you have seen a change in her behaviour. She has been quiet, clingy and reluctant to leave your side. She is also reluctant to take her jumper or cardigan off even though it is very warm weather. This morning, when she reached across you for some glue, you noticed some bruising on her body, near her ribs. When you ask Joanna about the bruises she gets upset and doesn’t say anything. Consider how you might deal with this situation with regards to recognising and reporting concerns
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Portfolio – Safeguarding: practice, legislation and the disciplinary team. 
Part one – Recognising and Recording. 
Recognising signs of abuse and recording vital and detailed information provides a thorough assessment of the risks of children. Hunter, Heise, Johns, and Hunter (2018) discuss the importance of professionalism and how protecting children being the main priority when dealing with the difficulty of the legal process and confidentiality of recognising and recording signs of abuse. Providing a supporting role model, building relationships and forming trust are a given and will benefit all students in confiding in practitioners (Hegarty, 2020). Changes in behaviour is a significant sign to observe, as children may become reluctant to talking about their issues but shows in their behaviour. Behaviours such as withdrawal from friends or taking part in activities. Observing how a child’s behaviour is at home time and how they may be reluctant to go home or when certain individuals collect them from school. This behaviour is something that needs to be recorded as understanding the home dynamics in as much detail as possible can have significant results in ensuring the relevant actions are taken (Fong, 2020). Keeping detailed records of changes and how it is affecting their behaviour, relationships with others such as peers and how they communicate, also how it is affecting their education. Recognising signs early and identifying the physical and psychological abuse can help prevention and adequate support to the child and possibly the family can mitigate the impact of abuse. Trust is sometimes difficult for children who are abused but as practitioners by caring, respecting and showing empathy can make a difference in how children respond and communicate (Galea, Merchant, and Lurie, 2020). As practitioners it is important to remain professional. By listening calmly and providing reassurance can play a significant role in the trust children have in disclosing information. Ensuring children’s safety and wellbeing is of utmost importance and the risk of hinderance on a child’s development can restrict their holistic development whilst causing psychological issues in the future. As per the (NSPCC, 2024) spotting signs early and providing efficient support for the safety and wellbeing of children is vital. As per section 3, part 2 of section 47 of the Children Act 1989 and in accordance with the Education Act 2002 referrals of concerns and must be followed within a 24-hour window in order to gain the best outcome for children and families, protocols must be adhered to and reported to the appropriate authorities. Proper recording of concerns and following legislation and law when dealing with child abuse or suspected child abuse is vital for the possible outcome and for the protection and safety of the child attending to their emotional and physical needs whilst maintaining professional standards. When discussing issues such as this with young 4-year-old Joanna, raising concerns and the vocabulary and questioning regarding the situation can be difficult to manoeuvre, although remaining professional and using the relevant training and following all procedures and protocols for the best interest of the child is with utmost importance for Joanna’s protection. 
Part Two – Reporting and referral.
It is critical for practitioners to report and refer and adhere to processes and procedures for suspected child abuse. The protection of vulnerable children and the safeguarding frameworks designed to protect children following policy guidelines and ensuring ethical standards are handled appropriately and effectively are vital for practitioners to ensure they have up to date and well-informed training. In many jurisdictions, professionals could face legal consequences if not following procedures and failing to report any suspicions of abuse. The key to sensitively handle any arisen issues of suspected child abuse is to always remain professional, ensuring child safety throughout, recognising signs and symptoms of possible indicators of child abuse, and liaising with other services, professionals and authorities on the course of action to be taken regarding the abuse, (World Health Organisation, 2022). Frameworks often define mechanisms for reporting abuse, such as online reporting systems the aims of the systems are to process issues effectively and ensuring action is taken. As per the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014, section 128 practitioners are to report any suspicion or risk of harm if they have reasonable cause for concern, under section 162 of the act this also includes cause for concern not only for children but for any unborn children too. This could include expecting parents of the children who already attend our settings as the issues are looked at as whole within the home environment and suspicious activity around the child’s behaviour towards certain individuals, (Safeguarding Framework, 2023). Multiple procedures can be used to analyse data and evaluate the risk factors. Effective reporting and referral processes for suspected abuse require a careful integration of statutory requirements and policy guidelines. While legal frameworks provide the necessary structure and authority, policies ensure that these frameworks are implemented consistently and effectively. Ethical principles guide professionals in making decisions that prioritize the safety and well-being of children that are at risk. Balancing these elements, addressing challenges, and ensuring relevant training and resources are key to a robust safeguarding system.
Part Three – Setting Responsibilities.
The importance of teamwork within a setting can help for better outcomes for young children. Practitioners will gain knowledge and experience throughout their journey of time as a professional. It is important for a setting to make use of their staff and the skills and knowledge staff obtain to guide and help to structure the minds of our future generations. A professional within settings are responsible for using their skills for critical awareness and critical thinking skills to build relationships and trust in parents or guardians and the young children. Welsh Government. (2023) says a professional must meet the basic needs of children. Children have a right to a healthy meal, to feel safe and cared for. They have a right to have an education to be able to learn and develop, for children to feel supported and valued for their specific needs. They must not be disadvantaged by poverty, language or disability. Settings are responsible for the sufficiency of providing positive role models. Building relationships and trust within the role is vital as the nurturing and caring side of a professional is the first step on building good relationships with families and team members. It is important for settings to prepare where possible, this being providing staff with relevant up to date training. Breslin (2023) says that planning and organisation help children understand that there are rules and helps to structure their day, allowing them sense of organisation that they sometimes lack at home. NSPCC (2023) say the importance of safeguarding and legislation within the role of a professional is to protect children and all responsible are held accountable for the steps forward in keeping children safe. It is vital that the practitioner can spot signs of all forms of abuse physical, emotional, neglect or ill treatment of health or development. Multi agency and working with partnership within the role of a professional are important as it is important to work within a team whilst building relationships with other roles to help support children. Working alongside a range of other professionals will help with one’s knowledge and understanding and by working together and listening practitioners will recognise a range of needs for children and all responsible will be available for support. In 2004, the Welsh Government formally adopted the UNCRC as the basis of policy making relating to children and young people. Welsh Government (2019). There are so many avenues in which can be explored by professionals and are vital for professionals to be aware of within the rights of children as children have the right to be heard, to make decisions, to be happy, feel safe and cared for. The UNCRC is about understanding equality and accepting diversity. It is everyone’s responsibility to support children in understanding their rights. It is also everyone’s responsibility to safeguard children if the safety of the child is at risk even if the full story is unknown as children have rights to be able to express themselves, ask questions. Help children to improve on their values and be confident in understanding what rights are important to their individual needs. 
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