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In this essay we will be looking at and discussing the granting of freedom to the slaves in classical Greece. We will cover the different types of slaves, publicly owned slaves, privately owned slaves, household slaves and agricultural slaves. It will discuss ways a slave could be freed, including after a master’s death and loyal service.  It will also look at slaves being given freedom in court and military service.  It will then discuss slaves being able to purchase their freedom.  The essay will then discuss Solon and how he created laws in order to free slaves.  It will finally look at a case in which a slave became owner of a bank after being granted freedom.
There were multiple types of slaves ancient Greece publicly owned slaves (demosioi), were slaves that had specific roles.  These included token policemen, clerks to jury court and other roles[footnoteRef:1].  There were privately owned slaves, they were skilled workers who lived away from there owners in places such as living in their workshops and could include weavers, painters and woodworkers.  Their owners would put up the up-front money for them to start their ‘business’ and would take a share of the profits or would be turned out for specific jobs[footnoteRef:2].  Many household slaves were used to improve the lifestyles of their owners.  There jobs included making clothing for the household and preparing the food.  These slaves were most often women[footnoteRef:3].  Large farms would also have agricultural slaves.  If the owners lived away from the farm, they would have slaves work and manage the farm[footnoteRef:4].    [1:  Paul Cartledge 2014.]  [2:  Paul Cartledge 2014.]  [3:  Peter Hunt 2017 pg6]  [4:  Peter Hunt 2017 pg7] 

Slaves could be granted their freedom in a variety of different ways. A slave could be granted freedom after his owner had requested this in his will, so after his death the slave could be come free. It is not known once free they would have to still perform duties to an heir. Or if the he had to have the heir be his sponsor for registration[footnoteRef:5].   [5:  Douglas M MacDowell 1978 pg82- 83] 

Bankers, traders and manufactures would train loyal slaves to run as ‘deputies’ or ‘assists’ with the promise of a freer life and subsequent freedom.  It was suggested that freedom could be conditional, and the former slave would still be required to offer full services and show respect for their former owner[footnoteRef:6].    [6:  Nick Fisher 2006 pg338] 

In some cases, a slave could have been freed without the permission of their owner.  If a slave provided true evidence that an owner had committed sacrilege, they could be set free and even granted citizenship[footnoteRef:7].  [7:  Douglas M MacDowell 1978 pg83] 

It was suggested that slaves serving for the military could be granted freedom if caught by the opposition and they pledged their allegiance to them.  They could also be given freedom for maintaining loyalty for their own military[footnoteRef:8].  [8:  Kurt Raaflaub and Kurt A Raaflaub 2004 pg32] 

Slaves were able in some cases to buy their freedom with money earned with specialist skills such as weaving or poetry.  They then had a pay 100 drachmas for a dedicated phiale (a silver bowl) as a ‘tax’ on their freedom[footnoteRef:9].  [9:  Sarah B Pomery 2010 pg35] 

“And those who suffered shameful slavery right here, trembling before whims of their masters, I set free.”[footnoteRef:10].  Solon was a statesman, law maker and poet in ancient Athens, although at the time it is suggested he was insignificant he is now hailed as the ‘Father of Democracy’[footnoteRef:11]. Many scholars believe that Solon created laws that did not allow slaves to be kept in order to pay a debt, meaning slaves that owned in order to pay a debt were freed[footnoteRef:12].  [10:  Solon Fragment 36.]  [11:  Bernard Randall 2003 pg7]  [12:  M. Edward 2002 pg415] 


Pasion was a slave banker, his masters were Antisthenes and Archestratus, they granted his freedom and he eventually took over the bank.  It was suggested that he was first a tenant of the bank and eventually took ownership of the bank, although evidence to support this isn’t forthcoming.  Pasion did go on to be granted Athenian citizenship[footnoteRef:13].  [13:  Winifred Schmitz.] 


This essay has discussed ways in which a slave in ancient Greece may have been granted their freedom.  It first discussed types of slaves including; publicly owned slaves who were salves who had jobs such a jury clerk and policemen.  It then looked at privately owned slaves which included woodworkers and weaver.  It then disused household slaves who were mostly women and performed household duties such as cooking and finally agricultural slaves who on big farms would be responsible for upkeep and running of the farm.  The essay then went to look at ways a slave could be freed including it being left in a will of their master, loyal service within a business and slaves purchasing their freedom.  It was also suggested that slaves may be given freedom and citizenship by a court if they provided true facts on their master’s illegal activities.  It also discussed how military slaves may be granted freedom by either side by pledging their loyalty to them.  It then went on the discuss Solon the poet and lawmaker, it was suggested that Solon changed laws in order to free slaves who where bound by debt.  The essay finally discussed the Pasion a slave banker who eventually owned the bank after being set free and was granted citizenship.
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