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[bookmark: _Toc495113223]Introduction
In this report it will show the importance of study skills within academia. This includes referencing, critical thinking, the power of reflection and academic misconduct as these are the four key areas to focus on within higher education. The report will show the important aspects of the topics within study skills. This will be by explaining in depth what these skills are. According to Routledge (2020) “Study skills are a range of approaches to learning that improve your ability to study, and to retain and recall information.” This explains that study skills are used within higher education to improve students’ academic writing skills and there are quite a few key skills in this area that will help students to build on these key skills within this area. 
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[bookmark: _Toc126404981]Referencing

Newcastle University (2023) states “Referencing is how a student can acknowledge the source of the information a student has used (referred to) in your work.” Referencing is when a student must show where they have got their information from to prove that they have information from a credible source. Referencing is key within study skills and has a significant impact on assignments in higher education. University of Birmingham (2023) addresses “To avoid accusations of plagiarism.” This is one of the reasons referencing is important because if students do not put references in their assignment’s lectures will not know where students got their information from and think that they have copied and pasted work that is not their own which would then express plagiarism. Another reason is that students must reference the correct way by following the reference guide they have been told to use. According to University of Birmingham (2023) “To allow a reader of your work to find and check the sources that are used.” When the reader is going through an assignment they can check if the student has put in credible sources and then the reader can see the proof of the evidence the student has given to show where they found the information. There are a few examples of statistics based on plagiarism. Dazed (2022) says “one in seven students have paid someone to write an essay for them.” This shows that quite a few students rely on other individuals to draft essays for them which can cause concern for students at university to the point of being withdrawn from their course as plagiarism is a serious matter in university especially if students are willing to let individuals online who they do not know do the assignment for them.
[bookmark: _Toc662002672]Critical Thinking

Bournemouth University (2021) suggests “Critical thinking is a key academic skill, helping students to question or reflect on information and ideas presented to them.” Critical thinking is vital for students so that they are aware of what their assignments are on and making sure that they understand the assignment question. If students do not answer the question properly this can result in lower marks on their assignment. Another example is that if a student wants to find information to support their answer, they must double check that the source is reliable which would show critical thinking if they checked the source correctly and if it is relevant to what their assignment is about. This can include when the source was published, and students must check the date to see if it is still relevant information. Once students have done that, they must make sure their reference is the right way as if it is from a website or a book these two sources would be referenced in separate ways. University of Kent (2023) states “It demonstrates that you can learn and think independently, which is central to studying at higher or degree level.” For example, students could be going through their assignment and need to remember to proofread to make sure that they have double checked grammar, spelling, and punctuation etc. It is vital to show good structure within their assignment. It is crucial as grammar, spelling and punctuation are graded towards your final grade.
[bookmark: _Toc1555324422]The Power of Reflection

[bookmark: _Int_cwTr2Vno][bookmark: _Int_5rPquJ10]The Open University (2023) explains “Reflecting helps you to develop your skills and review their effectiveness.” Reflecting is key when assessing what you have done whether it is a presentation or an assignment. Reflecting is vital because students can see what they need to do to improve on their reflecting skills in order to do better next time. According to LearningPool (2023) Reflective learning is an essential way to allow students to look back on their progress. For example, when they are looking back on their work, they can see the pros and cons of their work. Then they can look at the cons of their work to see what they need to work on the most. This can also show that their independent learning will improve because students are finding out for themselves the positives and negatives of their assignments. Another example is when lectures give feedback on previous assignments so that students can read the feedback to see the pros and cons of their assignments. From this, students can then use this feedback to get higher results on future assignments. According to Chan and Lee (2021) “Reflections allow students to better understand themselves through expressing their thoughts and experiences in a focused and structured manner”. This suggests that if students reflect instead of choosing not to look at feedback that they have been given, this can be another way to enhance their independent learning which will make university much easier as they would know what to do next time and will have the chance to practice.
[bookmark: _Toc1708043902]Academic Misconduct
[bookmark: _Int_nmzx1GM8][bookmark: _Int_WpxFVUCH]The University of Edinburgh (2023) states academic misconduct is a form of cheating in any way that connects with academia within university. This can be within any type of work whether it is assignments or exams. Cheating in university can be done in a few ways depending on what it is on. UCL (2023) suggests that academic misconduct can lead to different consequences depending on the situation. For example, if students are caught cheating in an exam or have copied someone else’s assignment this can lead to getting no marks on your assignment with a warning or you could be excluded from the university. Academic misconduct will always lead to profound consequences so students must be careful when they are doing their assignments and to also make sure they reference properly to avoid plagiarism. Cheating is a major factor within academic misconduct. John Jay College of Criminal Justice (2023) explains that “Taking an examination for another student or asking or allowing another student to take an examination for you.” This means that a student is doing an exam or an assignment for another student which in university is known as plagiarism. Another form of plagiarism within this format is when a student pays someone online for someone to do the assignment for them. This type of plagiarism can get you permanently excluded from university. There are a few statistics that indicate academic misconduct. The Tab (2023) states “The Times investigation also found students investigated for academic misconduct had shot up 130 per cent from 201 cases in 2019 to 464 last year.” This suggests that academic misconduct has increased by a crucial amount which is unacceptable for university and leads to students receiving negative outcomes towards their results and future at university. This may discourage students who want to go to a certain university if plagiarism is quite high at different universities.
[bookmark: _Toc1017973944]Conclusion
In conclusion, this report has shown the diverse types of study skills needed in university for students to see what they need to enhance on. Within this report, the following points have been explained as to what the skill was, its importance within university, why it is used and a couple of statistics to support the evidence within the key study skills of academia. As a result, this report has gathered information that would assist students and for students to focus on these key topics for assignments and exams throughout their course. This would result in their grades being much higher than their previous assignments.
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