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There are various literacy benefits from reading a story to children, their visualization of the story, cognitive engagement the not knowing what happening next, critical thinking and the sequencing of the story. (Agosto, D.E. 2016). Storytelling support’s children’s language development plus the benefits the children gain in early years setting (Bowkett, 2021). According to Whitehead (2009) when parents and teachers read stories to children their vocabulary expands and it supports the child with listening, reading, writing, and speaking. The Welsh Government (2017) agrees with Whitehead that literacy and language skills are beneficial in schools moving forward. According to Solutionpath, specialist in digital learning, digital technology has increased in education sectors, which is a positive in the child’s learning giving them positive learning experiences and the child’s choice. Survival in the digital world (eLearning Industry, no date). The listening section of literacy in the curriculum, where the storytelling is explored, as it is found in other learning goals and the wider learning (Hibbin, 2016). A variety of research studies have researched into opportunities for personal growth, cultural transformation, and learning (Stierer and Maybin, 1994).
Children’s literacy skills are important in the first three years of their lives, it is known that communication does promote children’s language and literacy skills (Niklas, Cohrssen and Tayler, 2016). The communication Trust has seen a higher number of children starting school with language and communication skills (Hurd, 2021). When children listen and sit for a story with a book, it creates the development of literacy, their world, themselves, and the place they are in this world. Listening to a story supports a child’s thinking and reasoning (Loughborough Research Blog (no date). As stated in the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, Article 28 – Every child has the right to an education, primary school and some secondary schools are free, the school must respect the child’s dignity and their rights (Unicef, no date).




Meier (2009) stated that when professional practitioners and parents read stories to children they use different tones of voice, facial expressions, language, and actions the story becomes more interesting for the children and being inclusive all learners can access the experience, Meier (2009) also mentioned about changing the voice tone to match the emotion to enable the children to understand. Charles and Boyle (2014) agreed with Meier that reading to children and using hand movements and expressing different sounds of the voice, supports the child with their writing skills. As stated by Bower (2014) using rhymes and telling a story more than once, the children learn the language, children who have good rhyming skills become good speakers and readers later in life. Crystal (2001) agrees with this statement as nursery rhymes learnt in early years, the children’s literacy skills progress and continue in later life. Vygotsky stated that a child’s imagination supports creativity to give children the ability to change their present situation (Loughborough Research Blog, no date).
Piaget (1962 cited in Barton, 2013) mentioned that children learn by connecting with literacy and props when telling a story. Using props whilst telling a story can be off putting for the children, there may be more interest in the toys than the story (Nursery world, 2019).

Stated in the Literacy and Numeracy Framework (2013) teachers need to incorporate literacy in tasks set for the children, storytelling is rich in teaching children literacy skills, language, vocabulary, listening and reading skills. As stated in the Curriculum for Wales (2019) and the four purposes, Ambitious, capable learners being ready to learn through technology and the changes that are happening with learning, using digital devices support the children become independent learners.

Reviewing the oral storytelling, the importance of eye contact with the children is vital for their attention and active listening.  Eye contact is used to show empathy and the concern of the storyteller, eye contact is a communication skill. Having eye contact shows that the children are listening and interested in the story (Schulz, J 2012).  Research has showed that having good eye contact activates the limbic mirror system, which indicates that the same neurons are being used by the storyteller and the children this increases the empathy showed between the storyteller and the child (Eatough, E. 2021). 



Richards and Rodgers (2011) state that making eye contact with a child whilst storytelling the children will trust and promote the child to facilitate with their peers and other adults which will support their language development. Children with the diagnosis of Autism find it hard to make eye contact with other people, they do this to decrease the difficult sensation for the over stimulation of a part of the brain, this must be considered when telling stories to children with Autism and make sure they are included (The Autism Group, 2018).

The Foundation Phase Framework (2015) states that children should be able to understand and use non-verbal cues, facial expressions, storytelling is a key aspect for the children to understand facial expressions of the storyteller and display emotion.  Furthermore, Burnett (2010) suggested that children should have the opportunity to use digital devices in a classroom, supports their learning, widening their vocabulary, and the child had the opportunity to read be themselves, therefore facial expressions are not used by the storyteller, it is more important in oral storytelling. Harvard University carried out a study on understand emotions, known as emotional intelligence, for the understanding of facial expressions.  
A recent study found that the ability to recognise facial expressions at the age of five, shows that social and academic competence in later life. Using facial expressions in oral storytelling supports emotional awareness in children, to read other people’s emotions (Ben, 2012).

When storytelling it is important to change the tone of the voice as it gives a deeper impact of what is being said.  Roseman (2023) stated that changing the voice of your voice supports the storyteller to communicate with the audience, it becomes more relatable, recognizable, and trustworthy. Tone of voice and emphasis is important when telling a story to children has their pickup on the change of voice and change it to an emotion. It brings the story to life children can relate to the different characters and visualise them. (Ben, 2012). When telling a story to children it is important to change the tone of voice, to show feelings, humour, and enthusiasm (Moran, 2016). The school needs to be inclusive with all children as some children find it hard to understand the storyteller’s change in voice, Autistic children find this difficult, some children suffer with receptive amusia which is tone deafness, these children will be confused with the change of voice.  Using repetition in a story supports the emphasize order and routine of the book which enables the children to remember the words easily (Callaghan, no date). Repetition of the same word or phase can be useful when used correctly, repeating a word or phase make sure that the children are listening and absorb the words, if the words mean a call for action or an emotion. (Starmanns, 2020). Repeating words support children remember patterns, novel words and connect key concepts. Repetition also supports learning from the child’s perspective and the experience of the book (Early learning, 2019). To achieve good language skills, children need communication and language opportunities (Hoff, 2006).  

The Digital Competence Framework (2018) supports the development of digital literacy in early years, to enable children to have a positive outcome on digital learning and make sense of the world around them. Computer literacy is well known in education, which supports digital literacy in children.  Children are growing up with a variety of digital devices they can access at home and in a school setting, which they can access the social media to enhance their learning. Bronfenbrenner’s theory on a child’s development is different from other theorists, as he looks at the wider context of the children’s life. As a layer system which impacts on their learning digital and oral communication (Parenta, (2018).

Blok, Oostdam, Otter and Overmaat (2002) were the first to focus on digital literacy throughout primary-education. The use of digital technology for storytelling shows children that print carries meaning, it also supports phonological awareness and literacy skills. De Jong & Bus, 2002: Korat, 2009).  Differences between oral and digital storytelling is the interest of the audience. Oral storytelling the children hears the story and use their imagination to understand the story, whereby digital storytelling, their cognitive development is challenged (Sundmark, cited in Wallin, 2015) this makes the children good listeners.  Whereby digital storytelling the children can watch the visuals and listen to the music to support them to understand the story in a vivid way.  Rule, (2010) suggested that digital storytelling is powerful as it integrates the storytelling and brings the characters to life. Both oral and digital storytelling uses voice tones, facial expressions when speaking to the children.  Digital storytelling uses pictures and sounds to capture the children’s interest. Digital storyteller can get the children more engaged and actively involved (Yee, B.C. Abdullah, T. Abdullah Mohd, Nawi, A (2020).  Reinders, (2011) stated that digital stories support the development of literacy along side communication and interpersonal skills to work as a team. Tiba, Condy, Chigona, and Tunjera (2013) stated that digital storytelling can promote reading, writing and critical thinking skills. 
Feedback from the children can be immediate from oral storytelling, as digital storytelling can be immediate and delayed. 
Oral storytelling feedback can be estimated through facial expressions and verbal responses, whereas digital feedback can be given orally and written. Digital storytelling is becoming more frequent in the classroom.
 Bringing technology into the school setting to develop various learning aims plus enhancing their speaking skills. Digital storytelling has the ability to facilitate and develop the process of learning and expanding language (Nair, V. and Yunus, M, Md. 2021).
Digital learning can be beneficial for some children as they may find it difficult to access books and other resources, it will give them the opportunity to access the curriculum and feel included (eLearning Industry, no date). There are disadvantages with using digital technology in a school setting children lose interest, they have limited access to social media, less human contact with others, children wanting the technology on a regular basis the child’s other skills are reduced (Telefonica, 2023).

To conclude this paper, it is evident that there are positive and negative aspects of both oral and digital storytelling with regards to the child’s development and literacy skills. The techniques are different in both examples. It is important that children are taught digital literacy as the world is changing as digital devices are being used more in school settings. Using both oral and digital storytelling in school gives the children the benefits of both types of storytelling to enhance different skills from both storytelling styles. It is important that children do not lose the ability to read a physical book, plus gaining new skills with the technology available in school setting.
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